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No fſabje& can be more intereſting 
to man, than the hiſtory of man; and 
no method can be more proper for in- 
veſtigating this ſubject, than examin- 
ing the different appearances which he 
aſſumes in different quarters of the 


globe. Hiſtory does not offer an ex- | 


ample of ſuch diſintereſted efforts, to- 
wards the enlargement of human know- 
ledge, as have been made by the Britiſh 
nation, fince the acceſſion of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty to the throne—the noble 
and hazardous enterprizes undertaken 
and executed under his auſpices, will 
remain to ſucceeding ages, a monument 

« of 
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of the zeal and patronage of GEORGE 
THE THIRD. 

If to bring to view a part of 40 Bre- 
* thren of Mankind hitherto unknown 
a race of men that do honour to the 
name of Manhood, be a ſubject gene- 
rally intereſting, the following pages 
muſt enſure a favourable reception. 1 
The Public have been often amuſed 
with unintereſting hiſtories of voy- 
ages and ſhipwrecks; and fiction and 
fancy have been tortured to throw in- 
to the diſh ſomething palateable; it may 
therefore be neceſſary to mention a few 
facts as to the authenticity of a narra-- 
tive, which arreſts the attention with 
incidents, ſeldom ſurpaſed in the, airy 


viſions of romance. Ain 
| The 


PREFACE. Al 


The Antelope was not firted out for 
-the purpoſe of adventure or. Uiſcovery ; ; 
it was a pacquet commanded by Captain 
Henry Wilſon, and manned by a num- 
ber of hands the greater part of whom 
'are now in-Britain, and can vouch for 
the reality of every circumſtance. They 
were wrecked on this almoſt unknown | 
coaſt; and after ſuffering | a ſeries of 
unparalleled hardſhips, were reſtored 
to their country, their home and their 
friends,” by the benevolence of this 
new race of men. 
It is ſomewhat remarkable that 11 | 
though the iflands which gave birth to 
ſome of the moſt important ſcenes in 
this work, lie at no very great diſtance 
from the common track to China, yet 
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it does not appear that any Europeans 


ever landed on them. They were not 
however totally unknown. In the 
Lettres earfientes et curieuſes, we find an 
account of this Archipelago, of which 
the Palos or Pelew Iſlands conſtitute the 
fifth diviſion ; the other four conſiſt- 


ing of the Illands which are now known 


by the name of the New Carolines. Le 
Pere Cantora tells us, that being ſhip- 
| wrecked on one of the Caroline Hands, 
he had uſed every method to get infor- 


mation concerning the reſt ; and that 


he was informed, © that the people of 
the Pelew Iſlands were inhuman and 


ſavage; that both men and women 
were entirely naked, and fed upon hu- 


man fleſh; that the inhabitants of the 


Carolines 
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Carolines looked on them with horror 
as the enemies of mankind, and with 
whom they held it dangerous to have 
any intercourſe,” From this and any 
other information that can be procu- 
red, it appears that for a long ſeries of 


years, the inhabitants of the Pelew 


Iſlands, have been ſeparated from the 


reſt of mankind, even thoſe moſt con- 


tiguous to themſelves. Their ignorance 


of the exiſtence of white people, abun- 


dantly evinces their being total ſtran- 
gers to Europe at any rate. 

The name given by the Spaniards to 
theſe Iſlands is the Palos Iſlands ; which 
indeed is the name by which all the 
Caroline Iſlands formerly went ; pro- 
bably owing to the number of tall palm 
trees 
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trees with which they are covered, ha- 
ving the appearance of maſts of ſhips 
at a diſtance, the * 1 word arg 
eee a maſ ti! 

If therefore this WR ied to 
introduce a new people to the reader, 
"who have, uninformed and untaught xs 
they are, brought! their manner#'to a 
great degree of civilization; che politi- 
cian, the moraliſt, and the friend of hu- 
manity, will not conſider this an uſeleſs 
work, more eſpecially to thoſe who 

have not acceſs to peruſe Mr Keate's ve- 
ry complete publication on the Ou ect. 
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The * TY From Macao—Lil of the Crew— 
| Diftreſs—Struck on a Rock—Landing—Appear- 
ance of Nati yen Interview and Trarſadions between 
> 5111s Ran Cook, Arra Kos- 


e, 
. 


YAPTAIN Henry Wilton, of the 
- Antelope Packet, in the ſervice 
of the Britiſh Eaſt India Company, a- 
bout 300 tons burthen, ſailed from 
Macao, in China, on her paſſage home- 
wa on ee the 2oth, July 1783. 
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© Wileon invested with the Order o the Bone. 
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As in the ſequel of this narrative, there 
will be occaſion; to mention the names 

of the ſhip's company at times, the fol- 

lowing liſt of them may be uſeful. 


Names. Stations, 
Henry Wilſon, | Commander. 
Phillip Benger, fince . Chbief Mate. 
Peter Barker, | Second Mate. 
John Cummin, Third Mate. 
John Sharp, Surgeon. 
Arthur William Devis, Paſſenger. 
John Blanch, Gunner. 
William Harvey, Bodoattbwain. 
John Polkinghorn, 3 
John Meale, Cooper and Steward. 
Richard Jenkins, _ . Carpenter's Mate. 
James Swift, Cook. = 
Richard Sharp, Midſhipman. | 
Henry Wilſon, Junr. Midſhipman, ſon #s 
| | the Captain. 
John Wedgebrough, " Midſhipman. 
Robert White, / Midſhipman. | 
| Albert Pierſon, 3 Quarter Maſter: 
Godfrey Minks, /ince dead, Quarter Maſter. 
| Thomas Dutton, Captain's Steward. 


Thomas Roſe, a Portugueſe, Linguiſt. 
Aud, Matthias Wilfon, the Agra brother, Thoms 
i — Wilſon, 
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Wilſon, {face dead) Dedrick Windler, Zachariah Al- 
len, John Cooper, James Bluitt, Thomas Caſtles, Wil- 
liam Roberts, Nicholas Tyacke, William Stewart, Ma- 
dan Blanchard, Thomas Whitfield, William Cobble- 
dick, and James Duncan, Seamen. Beſides theſe Cap- 


tain Wilfon was allowed ſixteen Chineſe, to kcep the 


ſhip's complement of hands complete. 


On Monday the 21ſt they got clear 


to fea, having diſcharged the Pilot, 


and taken leave of ſeveral gentlemen 
who accompanied them a few leagues. 
From the 23d July, to the 8th of Au- 
guſt, they had very ſtormy unſettled 
weather, inſomuch that their foretop- 
maſt fprung, and all their live cattle 
died. - On the gth the weather became 


more moderate ; ſo that opening their 


ports they dried the ſhip, examined 
their ſtores and proviſions, and pro- 
ceeded cheerfully on their voyage, flat- 
tering themſelves their diſtreſs and 
danger were now fairly paſt; little jud- 
ging, that the hard misfortunes they 

A 2 were 
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| were about to undergo, were ſo quick- 
ly to overtake them. 

Early on Sunday morning, the roth 
of October, a ſtrong breeze ſprung up, 
attended with much rain, thunder and 
lightning. Captain Wilſon had gone 
to bed about twelve, and Mr Benger 
the chief mate, commanded on deck. 
While the ſeamen were buſied in reef- 
ing the fails, the man on watch ex- 
claimed, Breakers, which he had ſcarce 
pronounced when the ſhip ſtruck. It 
is not eaſy to expreſs the conſternation. 
which enſued ; all who were in bed be- 
low, were immediately on deck, en- 
quiring the occaſion of the noiſe and 
confuſion : too ſoon they learned their: 
diſmal ſituation ; in leſs than an hour 
ſhe bulged, and filled with water up 
to the lower deck hatchways. During 
this ſcene of horror and diſmay, the 
ſeamen eagerly beſought the Captaiu 


„ 
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to direct them, mat his orden would 


* implicitly obeyed. 


Captain Wilſon's firſt orders were, 
to ſecure the gun- powder and ſmall 
arms, and to get on deck the bread, 
and ſuch other proviſions as were liable 
to be ſpoiled by the water, and cover 
them with tarpaulins, &c. to keep 
them from the rain. As the ſhip took 
a heel in filling, there was ſome reaſon 
to fear ſhe might overſet; to prevent 
which, they cut away the mizen-maſt, 
the main and fore top-maſts, and low - 
ered the fore and main- yards, to eaſe 
her. The boats were then hoiſted out, 
and filled with proviſions; a compaſs, 
and ſome ſmall arms, with ammunition, 
and two men, being put into each with 
directions to keep them under the lee 
of the ſhip, and to be ready to receive 
their ſhip- mates, in caſe the veſſel ſſiould 
part by the violence of the wind and 


a 3 waves, 
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waves, as it then blew an exceedi ing 
ſtrong gale. 
Every thing being now done chat 


prudence could dictate in ſo trying and 


diſtreſsful a ſituation, the officers and 
people aſſembled on the quarter deck, 
that part being higheſt out of the wa- 


ter, and beſt ſheltered from the rain 


and ſea by the quarter-boards; and 
waited for day-light, in hopes of ſeeing 
land, for as yet they had not been able 
to diſcern any. During this dreadful 
interval, the anxiety and horror of 
which is much eaſter to be imagined 
than deſcribed, Captain Wilſon endea- 
voured to revive the drooping ſpirits 
of his crew, by reminding-them, that 
ſhipwreck was a misfortune to which 
navigators were always liable ; and that 
although theirs was rendered more dif- 


ficult and diſtreſſing by its happening 
in an unknown and unfrequented ſea, 


yet 
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yet he wiſhed to remind them that this 
conſideration ſhould only rouſe them 
to greater activity, in endeavouring to 
extricate themſelves: and, above all, 
he begged leave to impreſs on their 
minds this circumſtance, that; whene- 
ver misfortunes, ſuch as theirs, had hap- 
el. they had generally been ren- 
dered much more dreadful than they 
would otherwiſe have been, by the de- 
ſpair of the crew, and by their diſa- 
greement among themſelves. To pre- 
vent which, he moſt earneſtly requeſt- 
ed each of them, ſeparately, not to taſte 
any ſpirituous liquor, on any account 
whatever; and he had the ſatisfaction 
to find a ready conſent given to this 
moſt 1tapottant advice, 

We have been the more cireumſtan- 
tial in our account of this part of their 
tranſactions, becauſe we think it diſ- 
plays, in a moſt remarkable manner, 

| 1 the 
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the preſence of mind which was pre- 
| ſerved, and the prudence that was ex- 
erted by Captain Wilſon in one of the 
moſt trying ſituations to which human 
nature can be expoſed, -It ſhews al- 
fo, in the moſt inequivocal manner, 
the temper and diſpoſition of his offi- 
cers, and the whole crew, and pro- 
nounces their eulogium with ten thou- 


fand times the force of any words that 


could be uſed. 
As they were almoſt worn out by the 
exceſſive labour they had undergone, 
two glaſſes of wine and ſome biſcuit 
vere given to every man aboard, and 
they waited for day-break with no lit- 
tle impatience, in hope of diſcovering 
land. Meantime they endeavoured to 
fupport each others ſpirits as much as 
poſhble, and by the Captain's direction, 
put on as many clothes as poſſible to 
carry with them, in the event of getting 
| ſafe 


c en 6 
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ſafe from the wreck ; and let it not be 
forgotten, among many other remark- 
able inſtances that occurred, in the 
courſe of this voyage, to the honour 
of this crew, that the utmoſt cordiali- 
ty prevailed among them; none at- 
tempted. in the hour of confuſion, to 
touch his neighbour's property, nor to 
taſte the forbidden ſpirits, 

The dawn diſcovered to their view 
a ſmall iſland, at the diſtance of about 
three or four leagues to the ſouthward ; 
and” as the day-light increaſed, they 
ſaw more iſlands to the eaſtward.” They 
now began to feel apprehenſions on ac- 
count of the natives, to whoſe diſpoli- 
tions they were perfect ftrangers: how- 
ever, after manning the boats, and 
loading them in the beſt manner they 
were able for the general good, they 


were diſpatched to the ſmall iſland, 


under the direction of Mr Benger, the 
chief 
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chief mate, who was earneſtly requeſt- 
ed to eſtabliſh, if poſſible, a friendly 
intercourſe with the natives, if they 
found any, and carefully to avoid all 
diſagreement with them, unleſs reduced 
to it by the moſt urgent neceſſity. As 
foon as the boats were gone, thoſe who 
were left in the ſhip began to get the 
booms over board, and to make a raft 
for their ſecurity, if the ſhip ſhould go 


to pieces, which was hourly expected: 


at the ſame time they were under the 
moſt painful apprehenfions for-the ſafe- 
ty of the boats, on which all depended ; 
not only on aceount of the natives, but 
with regard to the weather alſo, as it 
continued to blow very hard. But in 
the afternoon they were relieved from 
their fears on this head, by the return 
af the boats, with the welcome news 
of their having landed the ſtores in 
fafety, and left five men to take care 
2/1145 | of 
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of chem; and that there was no appear- 
ance of inhabitants being on the iſland 
where they landed: that they had found 
a ſecure harbour, well ſheltered from 
the weather, and alſo fome' freſh. Way 

ter. This good account revived them, 
nd they proceeded in completing their 
raft with freſh vigour, having got ano- 
ther glaſs of wine with biſcuit, A ve- 
ry diſtreſfing accident however, hap- 
pened this day; the mizen-maſt being 
found near the ſhip's ſtern, and part of 


a the rigging entangled. with the mizen 
77 chains, Godfrey Minks was employed 
at IN £2 clear it, and whilſt he was doing it, 
unluckily ſlipped overboard: the boats 


were immediately ſent to his ic 
but without effect. 

Having finiſhed the raft, they load- 
ed | it together with the jolly: boat and 
pinnace, with as many ſtores and pro- 
viſions as they could bear, conſiſtently 
with 


to be in them. And as the day was ad- 


as poſlible with them, it coſt ſome 


cleared the reef; while the jolly boat, 
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with the ſafety of the people who were 


vancing, the Captain ſummoned all the 
people aboard; indeed, ſo buſily were 
they employed in bringing as much 


pains to get them all collected. Their 
feelings on quitting the Antelope, go- 
ing they knew not whither, were of 
the moſt diſtreſſing nature. The ſtout- 
eſt of the hands were put aboard the 
pinnace, which took the raft in tow 
and moved ſlowly on, till they had 


which was of little ſervice to the raft, i 
proceeded alone to the ſhore, and join- « 
ed their companions that had been left Ii t 
in the morning. They found a tent 
ready for their reception, and a ſpot of ¶ t 
ground cleared for the ſtores &c. - £ 

1 

v 


The ſituation of thoſe aboard the 
pinnace and the raft, till they cleared 
TD the 
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the reef, was terrible indeed. The 
great ſwelling of the ſea was ſuch, that 
they repeatedly loſt ſight of each other, 
and thoſe on the raft were obliged to 
tie themſelves to the planks with ropes 
to prevent their being waſhed off; 
whilſt the horror of the ſcene was in- 
creaſed by the ſcreams of the Chineſe, 
who were not accuſtomed to the perils 
of the deep. 

When they had fairly cleared the 
reef, they got into deep ſmooth water, 
in the channel runuing between the 
reef and the iſlands; but on approach- 
ing the land, they found a very ſtrong. 
current which drove them conſiderably 
to leeward, They ſoon found they 
could not reſiſt its impetuoſity, and 
therefore having brought the raft to a 
grapnel, all the hands got aboard the 
pinnace, to relieve the rowers. Mean 
while, the cargo of the jolly boat being 
"mM unladen, 
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unladen, Captain Wilſon, was return- 


ing in her, to aſſiſt thoſe aboard the 
pinnace. The night was by this time 
dark, and the Captain overhearing them 
at a diſtance, hailed them. Thoſe a- 
board the pinnace, overjoyed at the 
near proſpect of relief, returned the' 
haloo, in a manner ſo unuſual, that 
Captain Wilſon immediately conclud- 
ed they were natives, He was the rea- 
dier to form this idea, as he had juſt 
learned from thoſe on ſhore, that from 
various circumſtances they had reaſon 
to conclude, there had been natives on- 
that ſpot very lately; he therefore re- 
treated to ſhore with the utmoſt preci- 
pitation. Happily, however, they were 
ſoon relieved by the arrival of the pin- 
nace, when all the company ſhook hands 
together, (need it be added,) with great 
cordiality. They ſupped on cheeſe, biſ- 
cuit and water, and. having lighted a 

match 


* 
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match by the diſcharge of a piſtol, they 
kindled a fire in the cove, by which 
they dried their clothes and warmed 
themſelves. The night proved very 
uncomfortable as the weather was ex- 
ceedingly tempeſtuous, while the fear 
of the ſhip going to pieces, before they 
could ſave ſuch things as they needed, 
not a little heightened their diſtreſs. 
Leſt they ſhould be ſurpriſed by the 
natives, they ſet a watch and ſlegt on 
the ground by turns. 

Next forenoon, (Monday the 11th) 
proved very ſtormy, they attempted to 
bring off the raft in vain, and were 
obliged to leave it, bringing with them 
the ſails and remainder of the proviſi- 
ons. 

In the afternoon, the weather was 
more moderate and the boats were diſ- 
patched to the ſhip to bring off what 
they could; while thoſe on ſhore were 

B 2 employed 


16 SHIPWRECK OP 


employed in bruſhing up the ſmall 
arms. | | 
The evening ſer in very ſqually, and 
as the boats did not return from the 


{ſhip till about ten o'clock, thoſe on 
ſhore were not a little alarmed about 


them; nor were they much eaſter, when 
on their return they learned, that the 
veſſel was in ſuch a ſituation, as mMe 
it exceedingly probable ſhe could not 


hold together till moraing.—When we 


conſider their ſituation on this infor- 


mation, it muſt be granted, that the 


vicifhtudes of human life, have ſeldom 


produced a coincidence of circumſtan- 


ces more peculiarly diſtrefling. The 
only hope they had, of yet floating and 
repairing the veſſel, ſo as to return to 
China, now to all appearance, imprac- 
ticable—ignorant where they were, of 


among whom — ſeparated not only from 


wives, children and home, but from 
all 
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all mankind, except perhaps a race of 
ſavages, as they naturally ſuppoſed 
without any proſpect of relief and at 
the ſame time ſhivering under a ſtorm 
ſtill more tempeſtuous than the former 
night, altogether brings to view a ſitu- 
ation, which none can think of, even 
at this diſtance of time, without com- 

miſerating. | 
In the morning it blew exceedingly 
ſtrong, ſo that the boats could not go 
off to the wreck: the men therefore 
employed themſelves in drying their 
proviſions, and forming better tents, 
from the materials which they had 
brought from the ſhip the day before. 
About eight o'clock in the morning, 
the people being employed as above, 
and in clearing the ground from the 
wood which was behind the tents, 
Captain Wilſon with Tom Roſe, a Ma- 
lay, whom they had taken on board at 
=> Sf Macao, 
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Macao, being on the beach, collecting 
the freſh water which dropped from 
the rocks, ſaw two canoes, with men 
in them, coming round the point into 
the bay. This gave ſuch alarm, that 
the people all ran to their arms ; how- 
ever, as there were but few of the na- 
tives, Captain Wilſon defired them 
to keep out of ſight, until they ſhould 
percerve what reception he met with, 

| but to be prepared for the worſt. They 
"ſoon percetved that the natives had ſeen 
the Captain and Tom Roſe, for they 
converfed together, and kept their eyes 
ſtedfaſtly fixed on that part of the ſhore- 
where the Engliſh were. The natives 
advanced very cautiouſly toward them, 
and when they came near enough to be 
heard, the Captain direted Roſe to 
fpeak to them in his own language; 
which they at firſt did not ſeem to un- 
derftand ; but * ſtopped their ca- 


noes, 
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in the Malay tongue, who our people 
were, and whether they were friends 
or enemies? Roſe was directed to re- 
ply, that they were Engliſhmen, who 
had loſt their ſhip on the reef, but had 
ſaved their lives, and were friends. On 
this they ſeemed to confer together for 
a ſhort time, and then ſtepped out of 
the canoes into the water, and went 
toward the ſhore. Captain Wilſon in- 
ſtantly waded into the water to meet 
them, and embracing them in the moſt 
friendly manner, led them to the ſhore, 
and preſented them to his officers, and 
unfortunate companions. They were 


eight in number, two of whom, it was 


afterwards known, were brothers to the 
Rupack, or King, of the neighbouring 
iſlands, and one was a Malay, who had 
been ſhipwrecked in a veſlel belenging 
to a Chineſe, refident on the iſland of 

Ternate, © 
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Ternate, one of the ſame group of 


iſlands ; he had been kindly treated by 
the King, who, he ſaid, was a good 


man; and that his people alſo were cour- 


teous® He told them farther, that a ca- 
noe having been out fiſhing, had ſeen 
the ſhip's maſt; and that the King, being 
informed of it, ſent off theſe two canoes 
at four o'clock that morning, to ſee 


what was become of the people who 


had belonged to her; and they know- 


ing of the harbour which the Engliſh- 


men were in, had come directly thither, 
Being about breakfaſt hour, Captain 
Wilſon, Tom Roſe and only a few 0- 
thers breakfaſted with them; and in 
the courſe of their ſhort converſation, 
a with was hinted to be informed, by 
what means the Malay they had brought 
with them, had reached their iſlands, 
The Malay, who could indiſtinctly 


hammer out a few ſentences both of 


Dutch 
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Dutch and Engliſh, informed them, 
that he had formerly commanded a 
Chineſe trading veſſel, and about ten 
months ſince, on a voyage to Amboy- 
na, had been caſt away on a neigh- 
bouring iſland, from whence he had 
come to Pelew ; this account they after- 
wards found reafon to believe was not 
juſt, The Malay alfo mentioned, that 
one of the Pelew fiſhing canoes, had 
obſerved the wreck, and in conſe- 
quence, theſe two canoes had been dif. 
patched to ſuccour the mariners if 
found. They diſliked tea, but reliſhed 
the biſcuits very much; and in a ſhort 
time grew very familiar and happy 
with us. After breakfaſt Captain Wil- 
ſon introduced them to ſeveral of his 
officers, and acquainted them with our 
mode of welcoming, by ſhaking hands, 
a cuſtom which they never afterwards 
omitted on meeting any of the Enghth. 
The 
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The natives were of a FO RENO ſize, 
but admirably proportioned and very 
muſcular; their hairwas long and black, 
rolled up in a peculiarly neat manner 
cloſe to their heads; except the young- 
er of the King's two ſons, none of them 
had beards; they in general plucked 
out the hairs by the roots; and it was 
remarkable, that when they afterwards 
examined the perſons of the Engliſh- 
men, they diſcovered not. a little ſur- 
priſe that they could ſuffer hair to grow 
on their breaſts. They were perfectly 
naked, and their ſkin of a deep copper 
colour; only their thighs appeared 
much darker, from being tatooed very 


_ . Cloſely, They uſed cocoa-oil, rubbing 


it on their ſkins, which gave them a 
ſhining appearance and very ſoft. The 
chief carried in his hand, a baſket of 
beetle-nut, and a very neat bamboo, 
which contained what they called their 

chinam ; 
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chinam; this is coral burnt to a lime, 
with which they ſprinkle the leaf of 
the beetle- nut and then chew it; this 
makes their ſaliva red, which appear- 
ing betwixt their jet black teeth, oc- 
caſions a very diſagreeable contraſt, 
They were conducted round the cove, 
and to the great ſurpriſe of the Eng- 
Iſh, walked on broken rock, ſhells 
and thorny plants with the greateſt 
eaſe. They were now enabled to ſup- 
port a mutual converſation, by means 
of the Malay-man, on the part of the 
natives, and Tom Roſe on that of 
the Engliſh, and thus had an oppor- 
tunity of examining one another as to 
the different appearances which occaſi- 
oned mutual ſurpriſe. From this firſt 
interval, as well as what happened af- 
terwards, it was evident, the natives 
had never before ſeen a white man, 
and were ignorant of the exiſtence of 

may 
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any fuck; the natural farpriſe at ſee- 


ing them may therefore be conceived. 
The appearance of cloaths was quite 


new; indeed, they were at firſt at a 


laſs to determine, whether the man and 
his dreſs were not of the ſame ſubſtance. 
One of their ideas was exceedingly na- 
tural, on; obſerving the white ſkin in- 
termixed with the blue veins, they ſup. 
poſed the latter to be the effects of ta- 
tooing. But nothing afforded them 
greater ſurpriſe than the ſight of two 
dogs belonging to the ſhip, which im- 
mediately on their approach, ſet ap a 
loud bark to the great delight of the 


natives, who anſwered them in a ſhout 


almoſt as violent; in theſe animals, they 
took great delight, as, except a few 


grey rats, there are no quadrupeds on 


the iſland. Captain Wilſon was exceed- 
ingly anxious to keep them ignorant 
of the nature and uſe of fire-arms ; but 

one 
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one of them accidentally picking up a 


{mall leaden bullet, ſurpriſed at itz 


weight, examined the Malay about it, 
who requeſted one of our muſquets, to 
explain it by, to him. They ſeemed 


very deſirous that one of the Engliſh 
ſhould go with them in their canoes to 
their King, that he might ſee what 


ſort of people they were. Every one 
agreed that it would be right for ſome 
perſon to go; but as difficulties aroſe 
concerning who the perſon ſhould be, 
the Captain requeſted his brother, Mr 
Matthias Wilſon, who readily conſent- 
ed; and about noon one of the canoes 
left the harbour, having Mr Wilſon 
with them: the other canoe, withfour 
perſons, among whom was Raa Kook, 
the elder of the King's brothers, and 
who was alſo General of his armies, 


remained with our people, of their 
own accord, until the canoe return- 
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ed with Mr Wilſon. The Captain di- 
rected his brother to acquaint the King 
who they. were; te relate to him, as 
well as he could, the nature of their 
misfortune; to ſolicit his friendſhip 
and protection, and permiſſion to build 
a veſſel to carry them back to their own 
country. He alſo fent a preſent by him 
to the King, of a ſmall remnant of blue 
Þroad cloath, a caniſter of tea, another 
of ſugar-candy, and a jar of ruſk: the 


laſt article was added at the particular 


requeſt of the King's two brothers. 

Thoſe who remained behind, obſer- 
ving that our people had much tronble 
to procure the freſh water which they 
Had occaſion for, conducted them acroſs 
a narrow part of the iſland, where it 
was more plentiful ; and the road to it 
being rugged and difficult, they car- 
Tied Mr Sharp, a youth of about fifteen 
Fears of age, who was ſent on this du- 


ty; 


27 
ty, over the moſt difficult parts, in 
their arms; and were very careful alſo 
in aſſiſting the men, in thoſe places, 
who brought two jars of water from 
the well. : 

The weather remained as bad as ever 
all the next night; but grew better in 
the morning; and about 10 o'clock one 
of the boats went to the wreck. When. 
they got there, they found that ſome 
of the natives had been on board; and: 
that they had carried off ſome iron- 
work, and other things; and in parti- 
cular, that they had rummaged the 
medicine-cheſt, and taſted ſeveral. of 
the medicines, which being probably 
not very palatable, they had thrown 
out the contents, and carried off the: 
bottles. This circumſtance was made- 
known to Raa Kook by the Captain,, 
not ſo much by way of complaint, as 
to expreſs his uneaſineſs for the conſe- 
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- quences which might ariſe to the na- 
tives from their having taſted, or per- 
haps drank, ſuch a variety of medicines. 
Raa Kook's countenance fully deſcribed 
the indignation he felt at the treache- 
rous behaviour of his countrymen ; de- 
firing that if they caught any of them 
attempting again to plunder the veſſel, 


they would kill them, and he- would 


juſtify the Engliſh to his brother for 
having done ſo: and he begged that 
Captain Wilſon would entertain no un- 
eaſineſs whatever on account of what 
the plunderers might ſuffer, becauſe it 
would be entirely owing to their own 
miſconduct. 

The ſame evening, Captain Wilſon 
made a propoſition to his officers, the 
boldneſs and wiſdom of which, and 
the reſolution manifeſted in its execu- 
tion, reflect the higheſt honour on him 


and them, while the unanimity and 
cheerfulneſs 


which they had drank), it alarmed him 
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cheerfulneſs diſplayed. by the crew in 
acceding to it, equally: redound to their 
credit, Every one who knows any” 
wang of ſeamen, knows that their 870g. 
is the ſolace and joy of their lives; 
that their grog ſoftens all their hard- 
ſhips, and cauſes even the horrors- of: 
war to paſs by them unfelt; that there 
is no undertaking! ſo dangerous; or ſo 
defperate, that they will not moſt rea- 
dily attempt for it, nor ſcarcely a com- 
fort in life that they will not forego ra- 
ther than relinquiſh it. Let Captain: 
Wilſon finding them rather noiſy when: 
they returned from the wreck, {owing ; 
to a little ſtrong liquor which the ofſi- 
cer who was then on duty had given 
them, and which coming after long 
toil, and on an empty ſtomach, had 
operated powerfully, rather from theſe 
circumftances than from the quantity 
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ſo much, that he ſubmitted to his offi- 
cers the propriety of ſtaving (with the 
conſent of the people) every caſk of li- 
quor which was in the ſhip. He knew 
it was too bold a ſtep to be taken wi- 
thout their conſent, and was fully a- 
ware of the difficulty of obtaining it; 
but he truſted to the regard which they 
had for him, and his influence over 
them; and he intended to make the 
people themſelves the executioners of 
his purpoſe, while they were yet warm 
with the project. He had the ſatisfac- 
tion to find that his officers immediate- 
ly acquieſced, —and the next morning 
he called all the crew together, and 
told them he had ſomething to propoſe, 
in which their future welfare, nay, 
perhaps, their preſervation, was moſt 
materially involved. He then ſubmit- 
ted to their judgment the meaſure on 
which he and his officers had delibera- 
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ted the evening before; urged the pro- 
priety of it in the moſt forcible terms, 
as a ſtep which would beſt authoriſe 
the hope of deliverance from their pre- 
ſent ſituation, and of ſeeing once more 
their own country, and thoſe who were 
dear to them ; and he added, that 
however reluctantly they might yield 
to the propoſition, yet they could not 
but be ſatisfied that the underſtanding 
of every individual amongſt them muſt, 


on reflection, perceive that it was a mea- 


ſure abſolutely neceſſary to be adopted. 
The moment he concluded, all the ſail- 
ors, with the utmoſt unanimity, and 


to their laſting honour as men, replied, 
that however they might ſuffer from 
being depri ved of their accuſtomed re- 
eruit of liquor, yet being ſenſible, that 
having eaſy acceſs to it, they might not 


at all times uſe it with diſcretion, they 


your their full aſſent to the Captain's 


propoſal ; 


-. 
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- propoſal; and added, that they were 
ready to go directly to the. ſhip, and 
ſtave: every calk of liquor on board. 
This they moſt conſcienciouſly perform- 
ed; and fo ſerupulouſly did they execute 
their truſt, that there was not a ſingle 
man among them who would take even 
a farewel glats of his beloved cordial, 
During the abſence of Matthias Wil- 
ſon, they had an opportunity of getting 
more intimately acquainted. with Raa. 
Kook, whom they found a moſt ami- 
able character indeed. Obſerving a 
piece of poliſhed bone around his wriſt, 
they ,tcok occaſion to enquire into the 
meaning of it. .He informed them, it 
was a mark of great diſtinction, con- 
ferred only on the Blood Royal, and 
principal officers of ſtate; and that he 
enjoyed it as being the King's brother 
and commander in chief of the forces 
both me ſea and land. Raa Kock g 
| friendſhip 
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friendſhip was therefore cultivated wich 


all imaginable aſſiduitcy, and he in re- 


turn thowed himſelf attached to them 


by a moſt attentive politeneſs; he imi- 


tated them in all their actions, and on 


every occafion ſhewed them how high 
an opinion he had formed of them. 
The Malay on his firſt arrival had re- 
queſted the uſe of ſome cloathing which 
was readily granted, and an uuiform 
coat with trowſers were at ſame time 
given to Raa Kook, who put them on, 
but ſoon wearied of them, as he found 
them cumberſome. He examined into 
the moſt minute action, and was at no 
little pains to learn from the cook, the 
method of blowing up the fire with a 
bellows. 

In the morning of the 24th, two ca- 
noes arrived, in which were Arra Koo- 
ker, the King's other brother, and one of 
the King's ſons. They informed Capt. 

W. 
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W. chat his brother was on his way back; 
but that the canoe in which he was, 


could not make ſo much ſpeed againft 


the wind as theirs, which occaſioned the 


delay. The King by their means, offer- 


ed them a hearty welcome to his territo- 
ries, and aſſured them of his friend ſhip 
and protection; he alſo deſired them to 
build a veſſel in any part of the land 


they inchined, and that he and his ſub- 


jects would willingly afford them every 
aſſiſtance in their power. Raa Kook 
then took his nephew and introduced 
him particularly to the Captain and his 


officers, and conducted him round the 


cove, explained every thing agreeable 
to the intormation he himſelf had juſt 


received, and ſeemed mightily pleaſed 


with his friend's aftonithment. This 
young man was very well made, but 
had a flit in his noſe, probably the 

conſequence of a wound in battle. 


In 
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In the forenoon two boats were dif. 
patched to the wreck. They found a 
number of the natives in about 20 ca- 


noes buſted in examining the veſſel; 


theſe Raa Kook ſoon diſpatched, and 
on this as well as every occaſion did e- 
very thing in his power to convince 
the Engliſh of his protection and friend- 
ſhip. | 
Meantime the people were highly en- 
tertained with Arra Kooker, who pro- 


ved to be a moſt facetious entertaining 
man; poſſeſſing uncommon talents for 


mimickry and humour; he deſcribed 
by many diverting ſigns the terror of 
Matthias Wilſon while at Pelew ; 1n- 
deed he had been under very great ap- 
prehenſion; but they were all revived 
with his appearance, and the account 
he gave them of his embaſſy, in near- 
ly the following words : 


On the approach of the canoe in 
which 
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which I went to the iſland where the 
King lives, a vaſt concourſe of the na- 
tives ran out of their houſes to ſee me 
come on ſhore. The King's brother took 
me by the hand, and led me up to the 
town, where a mat was ſpread for me, 
on a ſquare pavement, and I was direc- 
ted to ſit down on it. In a little time 
the King appeared, and being pointed 
out to me by his brother, I roſe and 
made my obeiſance after the manner of 
Eaſtern nations, by lifting my hands to 
my head, and bending my body for- 
ward ; but he did not ſeem to pay any 
attention to it. I then offered him the 
preſents which my brother had ſent by 
me, and he received them in a very 
gracious manner. His brother now 
talked a great deal to him, the purport 
of which, as I conceived, was to ac- 
quaint him with our diſaſter, and the 
number of us; after which the King 


ate 
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Ate ſome of the ſugur- candy, ſeemed to 
reliſh it, and diftributed ia little of it 
to feveral of his chiefs, and then direc- 
ted all the things to be carried to his 
own houſe. This being done, he or- 
-deretvefreſ{hments/1to-be brought for 
me: the firſt -codfiſted of a cocoa- nut 
-thell of warm water, ſweetened with 
molaſſes : after taſting it, he directed 
a little boy, Who was near him, to 


climb cocon-nut tree, and gather ſome 


:freſhawts;>he cleared one of them from 
ther kafk; and after taſting the milk of 


ita badl che boy prefent it tome, making 


ig for meta drink the milk, and 
theii return the nut to hin; and hen 
I had done ſo, he broke the fhello in 
tho, ate à lietle of the meat, and then 
-recubned itiito me to veab the reſt. A 
great! erowudi of the natives hadl by: this 
time ſurrounded me, Who were curi- 
ous and eager to examine my clothes 
201 D and 
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and perſon; but as it began to be dark, 
the King, his brother, myſelf, and ſe- 
veral others, retired into a large houſe, 
where ſupper was brought in, conſiſt- 
ing of yams boiled whole, and others 
boiled and beaten together, as we ſomo- 
times do potatoes; there were likewiſe 
ſome ſhell fiſh, but I could not deter- 
mine what they were. After ſupper l 
was conducted to another hotiſe, at 
ſome: diſtance from the firſt; by a fe- 
male. Here I found at leaſt: forty or 
fifty men and women; and ſigns were 
made for me to fit or he down: on a 
mat, which ſeemed ſpread on purpoſe 
for me to fleep-on : and after all the 
company had ſatisfied themſelves with 
viewing me, they went to ſleep, and J 
laid myſelf down on the mat, and reſt- 
ed my head on a log, which theſe peo- 
ple uſe as a pillow, and drew another 
_ which alſo, ſeemed: laid for the 


purpoſe, 
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ark, | purpoſe; over me. I was unable even 
| fe- | to ſlumber, but lay perfectly till ; and 
uſe, | fome conſiderable time after, when all 
GR- was quiet, about eight men aroſe, and 
hers | matle two great fires at each end of the 
me- houſe, which was not divided by par- 
wiſe | titions, but formed one large habita- 
eter- tion. This operation of theirs, I con- 
der I feſs alarmed. me very much indeed! 1 
at thought of nothing leſs, than that they 
a fe- were going to roaſt me, and that they 
y or had only laid themſelves down, that I 
were] might drop aſleep, for them to diſpatch 
on af me in that ſituation. However, as 
rpoſe | there. was no poſſibility of eſcaping the 
|. the | miſchief, if any were intended, I col- 
with] lected all my fortitude, and recom- 
mended: myſelf to the Supreme Diſpo- 
ſer of all events. I lay ſtill, expecting 
every moment to meet my fate; but, 
to my great ſurpriſe, after ſitting a 
while to warm themſelves, I perceived 
2 D 2 chat 
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that they all retired again to their mats, 
and ſtirred no more till day-light. L 
then got up, and walked about, ſur- 
rounded by great numbers of men, 
women, and children; and, in a little 
time, was joined by: the King's bro» 
ther, who took me to ſeveral houſes, 
in every one of which: I was, entertain» 
ed with yama, cocua/ its, and ſweet- 
meats. I was. after wwands conducted to 
the King, to whom I ſigniſiedʒ by ſigns, 
that L withed much to return to my 
brother: he underſtood me perfrctly, 
and explained to me, by ſigns alſo, that 
che canoes could nat go out on account 
of the great wind: | ſpent the, remain- 
der of the day in walking about the 
Hland, and obſerving its produce, which 
conſiſted chiefly; off yams: and cocoa 
nuts: the former they cultivate with: 
great care, in large plantations, which 
are all in ſwampy watery:ground, ſuch 
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41 
ats, | as the rice grows in, in India. The co- 
I coa- nuts grow chiefly about their hou- 
ſur- | ſes, as does alſo the beetle-nut, which 
en, | they: chew as tobacco.” 

The favourable: account which Mr 
Wilſon brought, joined to the meſſage 
the King had ſent to the Captain by 
his brother and fon, put all our people 
into great: ſpirits; ſo that they appli- 
ed to their ſeveral avocations with re- 
doubled vigour, . and particularly to 
getting every thing they could from 
the wreck. 1, 

The number of che Wilen! increa- 
ſing very faſt, Captain Wilſon judged 
it prudent to ſet a watch, their gueſts 
being previouſly appriſed, leſt the turn- 
ing out ſuddenly under arms ſhould 
occaſion an alarm. Captain Wilſon 
had kept all his crew under a regular 
courſe of exerciſe, ſo that they were 
very expert in handling their muſquets, 

D 3 to 
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to the no ſmall ſur priſe of Raa Ko 
and the natives, who were thus impreſ- 
ſed with a very favourable opinion of 
the power and abilities of their viſitants. 
Arra Kooker, as has been alreadychin- 
ted, was a molt extraordinary charac- 
ter; he poſſeſſed expreſſive features, 
that conveyed his meaning, though to- 
tally ignorant of his expreſſions. He 
was a man apparently about forty years 
of age; quite plump or rather round; 
he attempted at one time to wear trow- 
ſers, but found them very. diſagree- 
able; but was remarkablyf fond of a 
white linen ſhirt. One of the dogs was: 
his great favourite, and whenever he: 
approached him, the animal leaped and 
friſked about with every demonſtration- 
of joy. His talents for mimiekry were 
ſo great that he ſoon diſtovered many 
ſingularities about the ſtrangers, where- 
| 4343 gh 2 349% by 
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another, and kept chem all in ſpirits. 
Thus, by the kindneſs of Providence: 
were theſe ubhappyumen, brought from 
a ſtate of the greateſt diſtreſs, to a ſitu- 
ation at leaſt tolerable; indeed, had it 
not been for the dread of not accom- 
phſhing the building of another veſſel 
to carry them to China, and thus being 
for ever deprived, in all human proba- 
bility, of ſeeing their friends, their fa- 
milies, and country, they might have 
a their time _ . 
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The King Viſ ts them Reception and Behaviour Ex- 
amines every thing, and i is mung; Proceed- 
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ON the 15th, thaw Engliſh were in- 
formed that the King was coming; and: 
ſoon after they ſaw a great number of 
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canoes turning the point which formed 
the harbour; but the King ſtopped as 
ſoon as he got within the bay, and di- 
rected one ſquadron of the canoes, 
which were all armed, to retire to 
the back of the ifland; thinking, 
probably, that ſo great a number of 
armed people would create an alarm a- 


mong the ſtrangers. He then came 


forward with the reſt, in great form, 
and with much parade, as far as the 
tide, which was then low, would per- 
mit them; and it was ſignified to Cap- 
tain Wilſon, by the King's brothers, 
that he ſhould then go and meet him. 
Accordingly two of ' his own people 
took him on their ſhoulders, and car- 
ried him through the water to the 
King's canoe, which he was requeſted 
to enter; and he and the King, whoſe 
name was Abba Thulle, embraced one 
another. The Captain then related the. 


nature 
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ed! nature of their mis fortune to Abba 

as: | Thulle, by means of the two Malays, 
di- | and repeated his. requeſt to be permit- 

es, ted to build a veſlel to carry them 
to home; and the King again gave his 
ag, permiſſion for them to build it, either 
of vrhere they were, or at the iſland where 
a- be reſided; but recommended the lat- 
me: ten, adding, that the iſland onc which 
m, they had landed was unhealchy, which! 
he | was the: reaſon it was: not inhabited; 
er- || and: that he apprehended: they would 
ap- be ill when another wind began to. 


Ts, blow. The Captain informed him, 
m. chat they had a perſon with them whoſe 


buli nei it . was to cure diſeaſts q and 
that it: would be very inconvenient to 
them ifi thdy/ removed farther from the 
wreck bf their vaſſel, becaude; they 
could not then procure from her fuck 
things as they might want, without 
much trouble and lbſs of time. To 
20 theſe 


are 
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theſe reaſons the King aſſented; and 
making ſigns that he wiſhed to land, 


the Captain was carried on ſhore by his 


people, and Abba Thulle, ſtepping in- 
to the water, followed him. On his 
landing, he looked about him with a 


good deal of apparent ſuſpicion, which 


however was ſoon removed. Raa Kook 
made up to him, and a ſail being ſpread 
for him agreeable to their practice, the 
chiefs of his company ſat alſo down 
forming a ſquare; and his other atten- 
dants, to the amount of about 300. in- 
cloſed them in a circle, ſquatting down 
at ſame time in ſuch a poſition as that 
they could riſe in a twinkling. Captain 
Wilſon made him a preſent, of a piece 
of cloth and ſome ribbons; which ſeem- 
ed to pleafe him very much. He was 
quite naked, as well as his brothers, 
and without any bone on his wriſt, or 
other ornament; he carried a hatchet 
$3544 of 
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nd | ef Iron on his ſhoulder, which was ſo 
nd, adapted to it, that 1 it gave bim no i 
his convenience. 
in- Abba bah, the King, was intro- 
his duced: by Captain Wilſon: to the offi- 
1 a; cers and all his men, and upon being 
ich told that Mr Benger was ſecond in 
ok command, he deſigned him the Kick- 
ead ara Rupuct, ſuppoſing Captain Wilſon 
the to be the King of ſome country; but 

- | when he was made to underſtand, that 
he belonged to a mighty Sovereign, and 
that he was only his Captain, he readi- 
ly got hold of the word Captain, by 
which name he conſtantly ſaluted him 
afterwards, and Mr Benger, Kiclaray 
Captain. The King then enquired for 
Captain Wilſon's badge of ſupremacy, 
which put him to a ſtand ; luckily Mr 
Benger ſlipped his ring into his hand, 
which being produced, and the manner 
of wearing it. ſhewn, pleaſed Abba 

| Thulle 
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Thulle not a little, as it carried ſome 
affinity: to their ornament of the bone. 
Raa Kook, having as before menti- 
-oned, examined every, thing belonging 
-to the Engliſh, 'very-minutely{>-rook 
much pains bin pointing them out to 
the King; they went through the ters, 
in which every thing ſurpriſed them; 
nor did the difference between tlle Chi- 
meſe and Engliſti eſcape 'rheir notice. 
Ran Kock at ſame time gave his hro- 
ther to underſtand, that chere were ma- 
ny different nations andl claſſes of man- 
kind on the earth; ho were frequeni- 
ly at war with one another, as he of- 
ten was with his : sighbouring Ifland- 
ers. Abba Thulle appeared to defpiſe 
the Chineſe. 1 becauſe they 
ad no muſquets. i 370 1 iu 
But nothing — to ſtrike Abba 
Thulle with more aſtoniſhment than 
| * fire arms, with which Raa Kook 
"wy endeavoured 
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ne | endeavoured to make him acquainted. 
one. | He expreſſed much anxiety to ſee them 
nt | uſed, which Captain Wilſon ordered 
ring | immediately to be done. He deſired 
odk | Mr Benger to cauſe the ſailors go thro' 
tto | their exerciſe ranked up on the ſea 
beach, being then low water, while he 
explained their motions to the King. 
The men went through various evolu- 
tions, with great readineſs, marching 
backwardsand forwards, and concluded 
with three vollies. The aſtoniſhment 
and ſurpriſe of the natives on hearing 
the report of the muſquets is not eaſily 
conceived ; indeed, their hooting and 
hallooing made a noiſe little inferior to 
it, Captain Wilſon judged it expedi- 
ent to be guilty of a little profuſion of 
their powder, on this occaſion, in or- 
der to 1mpreſs the minds of the natives, 
with a more enlarged idea of the pow- 
er of the Engliſh; a defign which was 

E fully 
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fully anſwered by it. But {till further 
to ſhew them the effects of tlieir fire- 
arms, Mr Benger ordered one of the 
live doves which they had, to be let 
looſe, at which he fired and immedi- 
ately br ought! it down, with a leg ald 
wing broken. This furpaſſed every 
ching in their eſtimation; indeed, they 
now ſeemed to have loſt Wunden in 
wonder ind amazement. Ch aa Wea 

Raa Kook was by this time” pretty 
well acquainted with any articles the 
Engliſh had about them, which he took 
great pains in pointing out to the King, 
his brother; thoſe that feemed princi- 
pally to draw their notice, were,” a 
Grinding-Stone, which they turned 
round with great ſatisfaction, obfer- 
ving the effect of it upon pieces of 
Iron; they alſo examined the tents, 


and the few culinary articles the Eng- 
Iſh had. But the dogs were the great- 
eſt 
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eſt fund of entertainment to them; 
with whoſe barking they were ſo much 
delighted, that they kept a continual 


yproar with them, and it was. found 
neceſſary to confige them, The King 


alſo examined the Engliſh as to their 
proviſions, and got a piece of ham and 
a live gooſe. 

Abba Thulle was vaſtly pleaſed with 
what he had ſeen, and prepoſed going 


away. This was notified to his attend- 
ants by a loud ſhriek from one of his 
officers, which gave not- a little alarm, 


to the Engliſh; it was inſtantancouſly 


obeyed ; the whole ruſhing to their ca- 


noes with great alacrity, and the King 
with the greater part of the natives 
took leave of them. 

Raa Kook remained with the Eng- 
liſh all night, as did the King's ſon 
and a few of their attendants; Captain 
Wilſon, ordered two tents to be pitch- 
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ed, one for the principal people, and 
the other for the commonalty. He con- 
tinued himſelf with Raa Kook and his 
party, after the guard was ſet for ſome 
hours. The natives in the diſtant tent 
anxious to pay all attention to their vi- 
ſitors, prepared to ſing a ſong in their 
way. Their method of tuning their 
voices for this purpoſe, was attended 
with ſounds ſo very diſſonant and harſh, 
that the Engliſh thought they were be- 
ginning. their war-hoop, or giving a 
ſignal to the King and thoſe with him 
to attack them. Impreſſed with this 
idea, every man ſeized his muſquet 
and ran to the tent where Captain Wil- 


fon was, ſuppoſing him to be in the, 


moſt imminent danger. There they 
were undeceived and attended to the 
fong which was conducted in the fol- 
lowing manner; a chief gave out the 


line, which a company next him took 


2 up 
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vp and completed the yerſe; the laſt 
ling they repeated, and it was taken up 
by the next party, who alſo ſung a 
verſe, They continued their ſong ſome 
time, and made ſigns for our people to 
repay chem in kind, Which was done 
by a lad, named Cobbledick, to their 
great ſatis faction. The manner of this 
lad's finging was afterwards mentioned 
to the King, who, upon hearing him, 
was ſo much pleaſed, that he never 
met with him afterwards, without defi- 
ring him to ſing. 

We come now to mention a circum- 
ſtance, which preſents theſe natives of 
Pelew in a light that could not have 
been pre-conceived; a circumſtance 
which diſcovers ſuch nice feelings, as 
on the one hand diſplays human nature 
in a very pleaſing attire, in this her na- 
tive dreſs; whale on the other, it may 


put to che bluſh enlightened nations 
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and individuals. The Engliſh had no 
other means for again reviſiting” their 
native homes, but by conſtructing a 
ſmall ſchooner ; and - for this purpoſe, 
had only a few inſtruments ſaved from 
the wreck: theſe they carefully con- 
cealed from the natives, who had ſhewn 
a particular attachment to iron and in- 
ſtruments made of that metal. Acci- 
dentally, a chief had obſerved where 
They were, and requeſted a cutlaſs from 
Captain Wilſon : the Captain was loth 
to part with it, but fearing worſe con- 
ſequences in caſe he refuſed, thought 
it beſt to give it. As they went out of 
the tent Raa Kook obſerved it with 
great diſpleaſure, took it from him, 
and returned it to Captain Wilſon. | In 
a few hours the Malay coming aſhore, 
told the Captain he had given great 
offence by offering a cutlaſs to an 
inferior officer and neglecting the 
| | King 


favour, from ſtrangers almoſt wholly 
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King and his brothers. In order 
to make up matters, Captain Wilſon 
thought it beſt to preſent each of the 


King's brothers with ſome cloth and 


ribbons, which were very coolly re- 
ceived they ſeemed to be unhappy. 
In the afternoon, the King came round 
from the back part of the iſland where 
he had ſpent the night, and Captain 
Wilſon went out in the jolly boat with 
Tom Roſe to meet him. Now Abba 
Thulle who had been ſo happy and 
pleaſed the day before, appeared with 
a gloomy reſerve, and the poor Eng- 
liſhmen trembled in anticipating the 
dreadful effects of his diſpleaſure which 
they thought he was meditating. But 
the real cauſe of the uneaſineſs which 


evidently depreſſed them all, was no- 


thing more than a ſtruggle in their 
own breaſts, how they ſhould aſk a 


In 
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in their own power, without having the 
appearance of a command. A neigh-  :: 
bouring nation had injured them, and I ti 
as they meant to attack them in, battle It 
in a few days, they very juſtly forelaw to 
the advantages which would ariſe from I _ 
the preſence of a few of the Engliſh F 
failors with their fire-arms. Ar length * 
with much evident gonſuſion, Abha lif 
Thulle hinted it to Captain Wilſon, i 
who immediately aſſured him, he might I .. 
at any time command his men, who di 
were entirely at his ſervice. No ſoon- * 
er was this anſwer notified by the jnter- 0 
Preter, than every countenance bright- for 
ened up, and cordiality and happineſs I ap 
were reſtored. The King, immediate- da 
Jy dubbed the Captain a: brother Ru- pj, 
pack, intreated him to ſend ſome of his I co. 
people to the part of the iſland where ly 

he lived, to carry him whatever provi- ; 
ſions chey needed, and concluded with 
5 alluring 
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aſſuring him, that his people were en- 
tirely at his ſervice, to aſſiſt in conſtruc- 
ting their veſſel or any thing elſe in 
their power. He immediately retired 
to the oppoſite fide of the iſland, pro- 
miſing to return next morning for the 
men. Nor was the happy ſettlement 
of this affair leſs agreeable to the Eng- 
Iifh than the natives; the fear of ha- 
ving incurred the diſpleaſure of thoſe 
whoſe favour was ſo neceſſary, had 
diſtreſſed them not a little, and they 
accordingly were every one more zea- 
lous than his neighbour to be choſen 
for this ſervice; the following five were 
appointed, Mr Cummin 43d mate, Ma- 
dan Blanchard, Nicholas Tyacke, Jas. 
Bluett and Thomas Dutton. They ac- 
cordingly ſet off next morning, proper- 
ly armed and accoutered, Abba Thulle, 


inſiſting on leaving four of his attend- 


ants by way of hoſtages. 
— | It 
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It is a rule among merchant ſhips, 
that in caſe of ſhipwreck, all ſuperiori- 
ty of rank or command ceaſes, and e- 
very individual becomes his own maſ- 
ter, and may ſhift as he can for him- 
ſelf; but as they were now preparing 
to build a veſſel, they agreed to form 
themſelves as the people of a dock- yard, 
and appoint their beloved Captain ſole 
Manager and Director, Which was done. 
Mr Barker who had in his younger 
years been employed about a dock yard, 
deſigned a plan for the yeſſel which. 
was agreed 0 be a ſchoqner, and. all 
heartily and cordially proceeded to the 
different occupations aſſigned them; 
ſome in felling trees, others carrying 
them to the dock, while the greater 
part were engaged in dreſſing them, &c. 
Their fpirits now revived with the proſ- 
peRt of deliverance, and all ſcemed but as 


one man, having only one ohiect in view. 
a The 


"he 


The ſituation of theſe unhappy people 
opens a wide field for reflection; ma- 


ny circumſtances rendered it very que- 
ſtionable how far it was practicable to 


complete their ſthooner ; and if they 
failed, all views of happineſs of cot 
fort in this life, they cotifidered as at 
an end; yet ſo animated were they 
with Ae hope of ſucceſs, none gave 
way to deſponding, but every one look» 
ed forward with rapture to the finiſh« 
ing of their new veſlel, as the furmum 
bonum which they were capable of en- 
joying. | 
ſtuck to the coral reef, they had oppor- 
tanity of getting from her various ar- 
ticles which greatly expedited their un- 
dertaking. One day they obſerved a 
green branch tied to the maſt head, 
this they afterwards learned was a fig- 
nal to any canoes that might be ſtrag- 


gling 


The Antelope being fixed and 
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gling about, that the King was gone 
to war, and they ſhould follow, 15595 

The boats paid a daily viſit to the 
wreck, from which they got many va- 
luable articles. They one day brought 
with them two caſks of beef, and a 
ſmall caſk of arrack which had been 
overlooked when the ſpirits were ſta- 
ved. As they now underwent exceſſive 
labour and fatigue, Captain, Wilſon 
thought it prudent to allow every man 
a {mall quantity of grog, which was a 
valuable cordial to them. 

By Sunday the 24th of Auguſt, they 
had got the keel laid on the blocks, and 
the ſtem and ſtern poſt - bolted. Cap- 
tain Wilſon therefore ordered every 
man to attend public prayers and 


thankſgivings to God for all his kind- 


neſs to them, a practice which was 


continued every Sunday evening there- 


after during their ſtay on the iſland. 
Next 


al 
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Next day they kept a holiday, having 
already chriſtened their embryo of 'a 
veſſel, The Relief, and every man re- 
ceived a double quantity of grog on 

the occaſion. | 
About this time alſo they raifed a 
fort of rampart or barricade in front 
of the tents towards the ſea; on the 
inſide they had a foot bank on which 
they could ſtand and fire one of the ſix 
pounders which they had brought from 
the wreck; and by this means, with the 
aſſiſtance of two ſwivels, alſo mounted 
on the barricade, they were pretty well 
prepared to defend the entrance of the 

cove. 

Nine days had now elapſed ſince the 
five Engliſhmen had left Oroclong with 
Abba Thulle, and there had been no 
news from them ſince, although it was 
expected, they would have returned 
within five days; their friends were 
F therefore 
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therefore not a little anxious about 


them. Captain Wilſon, uncertain to 
what cauſe to attribute their ſtay, a- 
greed with his comrades in a propoſal 
they made, to ſettle a plan of defence 
within the barricade, and to open a 
communication from one tent to ano- 


ther, through which they could join 


or retreat in caſe of an attack. 

In the afternoon of Monday the 2 5th 
the five men returned, accompanied by 
Raa Kook, with a preſent of yams, co- 
coa- nuts and ſweet- meats. Mr Cum- 
min gave the following account of their 
expedition. 

They ſpent the night after their de- 
parture from the cove, in an ifland about 
fix leagues to the eaſtward; and next 
day arrived at Pelew, which is about 
four miles diſtant, . Here they ſpent 
ſome days, while the natives were col- 
lecting their canoes, On the morning 

of 
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of the 21ſt they were all aſſembled, to 
the amount of more than 1000 men, 
in about 150 canoes; the Engliſh were 
ſeparated in five different canoes. Ear- 
ly in the afternoon they came in fight 
of the enemy, when Raa Kook, having 
Thomas Dutton in his canoe, went cloſe 
in by the town and ſpoke to the ene- 
my for ſome time. His harangue they 
heard with indifference, when he imme- 
diately threw a ſpear, which was 1n- 
ſtantly returned; Dutton then fired, 
and a man fell, to the great confuſion 
of the enemy. This was ſpeedily fol- 
lowed by a few more ſhots, and Abba 
Thulle was ſoon left maſter of the field, 
The flight was all the mark of victory 
wiſhed for; and all the trophies they 
defired, were a few cocoa-nuts and 
yams. After the engagement, the fleet 
returned homeward ; the King called 


at ſeveral places by the way, where 
F 2 the 
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the women brought out ſweet-meat li- 
quor to drink. They did not reach 
Pelew till ſeven o'clock- next evening, 
having ſpent the preceding night in 
various ſmall creeks on the way, On 
their landing the Engliſh fired a volley 
and gave three cheers, to the great en- 
tertainment of the natives. Public 
rejoicings took place throughout the 
iſland, and every mark of attention 
and reſpect was paid to the Engliſh. 
The King took them to his own houſe, 
treated them with ſtewed turtle, thank- 
ed them moſt politely for their aſſiſt- 
ance, and enquired at Mr Cummin, 
whether he could have ten men to aſ- 
ſiſt him in another expedition he had 
in view; Mr Cummin referred him to 
Captain Wilſon as he had no authority, 
and departed very much pleaſed. with 
the expedition, They landed on the 
ifland where they had ſpent the firſt 

| night 
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night, were again moſt hoſpitably 
entertained, and returned next mor- 
ning to their companions. This even- 
ing they ſpent with much feſtivity, the 
abſenrees had their nine days comple- 
ment of arrack meaſured out to them, 
and together with the yams and cocoa- 
nuts made themſelves happier than a few 
days before they could have ſuppoſed it 
poſſible for them to be. Mr Cummin 
deſcribed the arms of the natives as 
conſiſting of darts from five to eight 
feet long, pointed and bearded with the 
wood of the beetle- nut tree, which they 
uſe when cloſely engaged; when they 
fight at a diſtance, they uſe ſhort ones, 
which by means of an elaſtic piece of 
bamboo, they throw at a particular ob- 
jet with ſarpriſing dexterity.” 

On the morning of the 27th, ſome 
of the hands were diſpatched in the 
jolly boat to the watering place, and to 
— 1 caſt 
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| eaſt the ſeine, which they did without 


ſuceeſs. As the day was pleaſant, two 
or three of them propoſed to return o- 


ver land, and accordingly ſet out; the 


remainder returned to the cove in the 
boat. Night drew on and no tidings 
of the travellers. People were 1mme- 
diately difpatched with lanthorns to 
traverſe the country in fearch of them, 
They halloed as they went along, and 
luckily diſcovered the benighted tra- 
vellers, reſting on the very brink of a 
precipice, over which they muſt una- 
voidably have fallen, had not the lights 
appeared at the critical moment they 
did. 1 
Naa Kook now informed Captain 
Wilſon, that the King his brother, be- 
ſtowed on the Engliſh the iſland on 
which they were, named by the natives 
Oroolong ; the Captain accordingly hoiſt- 
ed the Britiſh n and took poſ- 
| {cflion 
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ſeſſion for the Englith ; firing three vol- 
hes of ſmall arms, as an inſtrument of 
poſſeſſion. Raa Kook likewiſe requeſt- 
ed Captain Wilſon to pay a viſit to his 


brother at Pelew, which from the, ma- 


ny things he had to attend to at Oroo- 
long, the Captain was obliged to de- 
cline : but he diſpatched in his room, 
Mr Benger the firſt mate, his own bro- 
ther Mr Matthias Wilfon, and Tom 
Roſe, to compliment the King on his 
late victory. He alſo ſent one of the Chi- 
neſe, who are all great botaniſts, to exa- 
mine the natural productions of the 
land, They were received by the 
King and his people with great hoſpi- 
tality ; and entertained with ſongs in 
which the word Engices was often re- 
peated, ſeeming to refer to the late en- 
gagement, of which they had a grate» 
ful recollection; Abba Thulle menti+ 
oned to Mr Benger a more formidable 

expedition 
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expedition he had in contemplation, in 
which he expected the aſſiſtance of the 
Engliſh, Mr Benger ſaid their houſes 
were very comfortable, ſurrounded 
with plantations of yams and cocoa- 
nuts ; they have no corn of any kind, 
although the ſoil appeared to be.very 
rich. They have no cattle nor qua- 
drupeds but rats. The Chineſe gave a 
very poor account of the iſland, in 
which he found nothing to his mind. 
Captain Wilſon now ſet out in the 
boat, to ſurvey the iſland which he 
had got poſſeſſion of, the whole cir- 
cumference of which he judged did 
not exceed three miles, On the north 
fide it 1s all covered with trees and a 
ſteep rock hangs prominent upon the 
ſea. There 1s a fine ſandy beach on 
the welt fide, as well as a fine plain be- 
tween the hills and the ſea. The ſouth 
fide is rocky like the north; but in ſe- 
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veral interior parts of the iſland, eſpe- 
cully towards the weft, there are evi- 
dent traces of its having formerly been 
inhabited. 


8 
Cnap III. 


Captain Wilſon vifits Pelew—Manners of the native 
Tea Men ſent with them to battle—Battle of Artin- 
gall—Raa Kook viſits Oroolong for more men— 
Death and funeral of the King's Son. 


4 


ON Sunday the 3 iſt of Auguſt, Cap- 
tain Wilſon reſolved to pay his long in- 
tended viſit to Pelew ; and accordingly 
went about prayers in the morning, 
previous to his ſetting out. Though it 
did not appear during all the time the 
Engliſh were about theſe iſlands, that 
the natives had any religious ceremo- 
nies, it is remarkable that on this as 
well as ſeveral other occaſions, they 

paid 
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gave no diſturbance to the Engliſh I d 
when ſo employed; but paid the great- Iv 
eſt attention to what they ſaw, and be- || V 
haved with-the utmoſt decency. Mr tl 
Devis, Mr Sharp and Harry Wilſon ac- I li 
companied the Captain on this viſit; Ire 
The Engliſh in their jolly boat, attend- I lit 
ed by Raa Kook and other natives Nat 
in a canoe. As a mark of the uncom- Im 
mon attention which Raa Kook on all I fil 
occaſions paid them, the following cir- I ta 
cumſtance may be noticed. About Im 
Noon, when they were as yet three or Itri 
four miles diſtant from Pelew, he pad- 
dled off with all expedition to a little 
town by the water edge, from whence 
he brought them, what proviſions he 
could procure, to refreſh them. About 
1 o'clock they reached Pelew ; fired fix 
muſquets and fixed their colours in the fſcar 
ground at the end of the cauſeway ſal 
where they landed. Raa Kook con- to 
| ducted 
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ducted them to a houſe where they 
waited the arrival of Abba Thulle. 
Meantime the natives thronged into 
the houſe to have a peep at the Eng- 
liſh, bringing along with them various 
refreſhments and ſweet-meats, In 4 
little it was notified that the King was 
at hand, when, notwithſtanding the 
multitude then preſent, the greateſt 
ſilence prevailed. On his arrival, Cap- 
tain Wilſon embraced him as at firſt 
meeting, and preſented him with a few 
trinkets, . which were very agreeably 
received, 

Abba Thulle now propoſed to con- 
duct them to the town, which 1s about a 
quarter of a milefrom the landing place, 
where they were. The Englith, in or- 
ler to aſſume ſome little formality, 

arried their colours before them. They 
alled through a wood, and then came 
o a fine pavement or cauſeway 


there 


72 SHIPWRECK or 


there are large broad ſtones laid in the 
middle for the eaſe of walking, and lef- 
{er ones on the fides; this led them to 
the town, where they were conducted 
to a large ſquare pavement, ſurround- 
ed by houſes. In the centre ftood a 
larger houſe than the reſt, which was 
allotted to the Engliſh for their accom- 
modation. In it there were a number 
of women, of a ſuperior rank, being 
wives to the Rupacks or principal offi- 
cers of ſtate, who received them very 
politely and preſented them with co- 
coa-nuts and ſweet drink of which all 
partock. 
In a little the King, after a ſuitable 


bathe, and a meſſage was ſent from the 
Queen, expreſſing a wiſh to be favour- 
ed with the company of the Engliſh at 
her houſe; thither they all repaired, 
and were ſeated in a little ſquare before 

the 
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the houſe. It appeared that this lady 
was the principal wife of Abba Thulle, 


 _- 


(for he had others, ) great attentionbeing 
moſt conſtantly at her houſe. She ap- 


ous peculiarities in che appearance of 


ſent them a- broiled pigeon, which. is 
the greateſt, rarity the iſland produces, 
and is held in the higheſt eſtimation ; 
it is unlawful for any but Rupacks and 
their wives to taſte them. After ſatis- 
fying ber curioſity, they were conduc- 
ted by che General to his houſe, where 
they met with a very different recep- 
tion, and had an opportunity of obſer- 
ving the benevolent heart of chis wor- 
chy man in domeſtic life. In his houſe 
they vrere treated with the greateſt 
kindneſs, and with the moſt. expreflive 

G tokens 
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tokens of real welcome; but what par- 
ticularly warmed their hearts on this 
occaſion, was the endearing behaviour 
of Raa Kook to his wife and children. 
Theſe laſt he fondled on his knees aud 
eneouraged with all the genuine marks 
of parental affection- The Right was 
now pretty far advanced, When they 
retired to their houſe, where their 
friend the General ſpared no pains to 
render their accommodation comforta- 
ble. He procured plenty 6f mats for 
them to ſleep on, kindled fires to defend 
them from the moſquitos' and damps, 
and ordered ſome of his 'own: men to 
Mleep at the other end to protect them 
from any of the natives, who might 
be led to diſturb them from motives of 
curioſity. Next morning they were at- 
rended as uſual by Raa Kook, and af. Th 
ter walking about for ſome time, were 
ordered to attend the King to breakfaſt n 


my: 
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in the Queen's houſe; where they had 
been the day before. They were re- 
| ceived with a peculiar etiquette, which. 
was neyer afterwards practiſed. The 
houſe was all an one apartment; at the 
one end of which hung a ſcreen of 
mats Which hen drawn up diſcovered 
the King and: Queen ſeated- They 
breakfaſted on yams: and fifh very a- 
greeablyl After breakfaſt Mr Sharp: 


ſet out to viſit a child of Arra Kooks, 


three males diſtant ; this gave them an 
opportunity of examining che country, 
which they had not before done. This 
viſit was very acceptable, and the Ru- 
pack thought, he could not ſufficiently 

repaꝝ them. Mr: Sharp examined the 

nid'g body, which was almoſt cover- 
d with ulcera, but could: not preſcribe 
my thing, having no medicines. He 
2 G a approved 


the ſurgeon, accompanied by Mr Devis, 


which was: fick. His houſe was about 
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approved of the-mode of cure they had 
adopted, which was chiefly fomenta- 
tion. Arra Kook then laded ſeveral 


ſervants with proviſions, &c; in baſ- 


kets, to be ſent to the boats, and aſſu- 
red them when they left the iſland, 
they ſhould have his whole rookery 
of pigeons. This by the way, was the 


greateſt compliment he could offer them, 
in his eſtimation, and ſafficiently/ſhews; 
the uncommon gratitude with which his 


boſom was warmed— indeed, the rea- 
ders will on many occaſions have antici- 
pated the remark, that the finer: feel- 
ings and virtues which adorn bhumani- 
ty, ſhone in theſe natives in no com- 

mon degree. They returned to Cap- 
tain Wilſon at Pelew the fame evenutg. 

The requeft which had been repeat- 
edly: mentioned by Abba Thule, was 
now formally made to Captain Wilton, 
by deſire of a council of Rupacks, via. 

d 00 8 that 
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tavihenwould allow: them ten men 
to accompany them to à ſecond em 


ral gagement at Artingall, which was 


af. | mbſt readily complied with; Captain 


ſu-Wilſon mentioned at ſame time that 
nd, it would be obliging were the men de- 
ery || tained» as ſhort time as poſſible, not 
the to hinder the progreſs: of their ſchoon- 
em, er; to this Abba Thulle moſt enga- 
ews'f| gingly replied, “ That it was not his 
his viſh to detain them longer than was 
rea- || abſolutely neceſſary, but after doing 
tici- him ſo much ſervice, he behoved to 


feel || keep them a day or two to rejoice wih | 


him.“ he council had met in chE 
forenoon on this bufineſs; every Ru- 
pack or chief was ſeated on a ſtone, 
that for the King being higher than 


sito happened, without any regular 
order of ſp akers ; it appeared that e- 
very ching woas decided by a majority, ia 
1.31177 G 3 3 


the xreſt and diſputed trom fide to ſide 


; 
: 
; 
; 


that their crate bears no 2 
affinity to our τ .. 92 05 

The remainder of * time th "ouſt 
liſh ſpent at Pelew, was very agreeably 
employed. One day when in compa- 
ny with a great number of the na- 
tives, Mr Devis, who was an excellent 
draughtſman, took out his pencil, and 
was buſily employed in taking the like- 
neſs of a woman who drew his atten- 
tion; the lady obſerving him, and ig- 
norant of his intention, retired in great 
confuſion. A chief beſide him, noticing] 
the drawing, was greatly pleaſed and 
ſnewed it to the King, ho iminediate- 
ly ordered tro women to come for- 
ward and ſtand in a proper poſition for 
Mr Devis to take their likeneſs. Mr 
Devis ſoon finiſſied his fletches and 


preſented them tõ the King who was 
highly entertained, and calling the wo- 
men ſhewed thern _ portraits, with 

: _ which} 


zhich 
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wich they were much pleaſed.) Ab- 
ba Thulle then deſired Mr Devis to 
give him his pencil and paper, on 
which he ſcratched a few figures, ve- 
ry rudely but ſuffitiently to ſhew his 
conception of what had been done. 80 
that while he thus diſplayed his oww 
inferiority to the Artiſt, he at ſame 
time gave evident proofs of the ſenſe 
he had of it, and his withes to poſſeſs 
theſe qualifications which ſo pleafed 

Captain Wilſon and his companions 
were carried to ſee their method of 
building canots, by which means 
they faw ſome canoes which were juſt 
returned from a ſkirmith, in which 
they had proved victorious; they had 
captured à cane, which was confider= 
ed as great a trophy, as a firſt rate man 
of war would be in Britain. On this 
occaſion the Englith ted an opportuni- 
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ty of obſerving their method of lb 
brating ſuch exploitsþ or ker ping day 
of feſtivity. Thete was à igreat feaſt 
prepared for the watridrs, previous to 


vrhich they danced in the following: 


manner. They ornamented-themfelves 
with plantain leaves, nicely paited in- 
to ſtripes, like our / ribbons, which be- 
ing of a yellowiſh colour, had a good 
effect on their dark ſkins; tlien form- 
ing themſelves into ciroles, one within 
another, an elderly perſon began a 
ſong, or long ſentence, (for they were 
not certain which,) and on his co- 
ming to the end of it, all the dan- 
cers joined in concert, dancing along, at 
ſame time; then a new ſentence was pro- 
nounced and danced to, Which continued 
till every one had ſung, and his: verte 
been danced ta. Their manner of dans 
eing, is not ſo much capering) and heap- 
ing. or other feats of agility, as a certain 

; method 
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method of reclining their bodies and yet 
preſerving their ballance. During the 
dance fweet drink was handed about, 
and when it was finiſhed, an elegant 
fupper was brought i in. 
Mr Sharp earried Captain Wilſon: | 
one afternoon to ſee his favourite Ar- 
ra . them with great 
joy, and entertained them very kindly. 
Fhey went through many | plantations: 
on their way, and were much ſurprifed> 
to find the country ſo highly cultiva- 
ted. They obferved a tree named by 
the natives Ri a mall, which the Eng- 
Ih: ſuppoſed to be a ſpecies of the 
bread- fruit. After enjoying plentiful- 
ly this godd man's bounty, they re- 
turned to Pelew, highly delighted with 
their agreeable excurfion. In the coutſe 
of amy obſervations they had opportu - 
nity of making, they found the ern-- 
Fon of the men generally to be 
02 * 
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making darts, hewing trees, &c. white: 
the women, looked after the yams, 
wrought the mats and baſkets, nurſed; Ie 
their children aud dreſſed the victuals. Ir. 
On Thurſday. the 4th of September! { 
they left Pele, loaded with preſents, Ire 
and amidſt che loud acclammations of a tl 
vaſt number of, the natives. They ar- I { 
rived ſafe at the cove about nine in the It 
evening and found all their compani- fe 
ons well and proceeding in their work th 
with the utmoſt alacrity. The Captain 
immediately informed tliem of tlie re- [| of 
queſt the natives had made for ten men, I th 
and every one was anxious to be of the I fr, 
party; at length they were determined an 
upon, oy ordered to bes in readineſs 0 
a call. 54D THING ,w { 03154) 1 
— with the MPI feng: 
Iyattaining: that great paint to which 
+ their maſt ſanguine wiſhes were direc- 
ted, there was n one thing which 
2 m they 
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7 and Ichat s- wliethar 


they could find a paſſage with ſufficiet- 


cy of water to carry them through the 
reef; this Captain Wilfon ſet out in 
ſearch of, and luckily diſcovered a nar- 
row opening, where there was about 


three feet and a half water, fo that at 


ſpring tides which xiſe about nine feet, 
|| they: could depend on at leaſt twelve 


feet, which was conſiderably more than 
their ſchooner could dra. 
In the afternoon of Sunday the 7th 


Jof September ſome canoes touched at 
the cove bringing with them ſome 
I freth fiſh; dchich they bartered for iron; 


and the following day the King arri- 
ved; attended by his brothers, - the 
Prime Minifter, and ſeveral othet chiefs; 

iey alſo brought fiſh, - eſpecially ſome 


Jof x ſpecies; which they had not feen 


before; 'but which when boiled, proved 


| reryipalatable, It meaſures about three 


2 feet 
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feet in length, and one eee c 
fleſh is very firm like a large cod. 
During this viſit, the — 
every thing with more attention than 
before, beſides many new objects of 
Smith and his / forge proved a matter 
of great aſtoniſhment, never did a con- 
juror keep an audience in ſuch ſurpriſe vi 
and conſternation, as the ſmith did the | th 
natives with his fire, bellows, and an- ter 
vil; ſo enamoured were they with the | uſt 
red hot iron, that they could not be che 
prevented from catching the ſparks, 
though many ſuffered. in the attempt. tha 
Nor did the Cooper and his eaſks ef- an) 
cape their enquiries; the diſpatch with the 
which he hooped and ancloſed a barrel, in 
| ſeemed to them the effet of ſome ſu- he 
pernatural power: in ſhort, every thing | fen 
ſeemed to ſurpriſe ſo much, and drew ſol mat 
many ſpectators, that the workmen bea 


could 
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could not keep elbow room, and were 
of courſe much impeded in their work. 
Captain Wilſon had therefore to uſe 
many ſtratagems to entice away the 
chiefs, and Raa Kook, was obliged to 
interpoſe his authority to Keep the na- 
tives at a diſtanee. The barricade which 
had been erected fince' the King's laſt 
viſit, was a matter of much ſurpriſe, 
they examined the breaſt work with at- 
tention, and did not fail to enquire the 
uſe of the fix pounder and great gun; 
the Captain did his beſt to explain the 
uſe of them, giving him-to underſtand; 
that were the people of Artingall, or 
any other enemies to approach the cove, 
they could blow them to pieces; and 
in ike manner by turning the ſwivels, 
he ſhewed them, that they could de- 
fend themſelves by land. This infor- 
mation exceeded every thing they had 
heard; they talked among theinſelves, 

| H and 
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and by their geſtures and attitudes 
ſeemed. to be loſt in ſurpriſe. But the 
great matter which occupied the atten- 
tion of all on this viſit, was the appear- 
ance of the new veſſel. The King ex- 
amined every thing about her with the 
moſt minute attention, calling his work- 
men, and deſiring them to notice and 
profit by what they ſaw, The power 
and effects of the iron work, and the 
ſtrong manner in which the whole wag 
bolted and wedged together, ſyrpriſed 
the artificers ſtill more than the King; 
ſo that poring into every thing with 
the moſt inquiſitive. eye, they were not 
more amazed at What they ſaw done, 
than to conceive how it was poſſible to 
complete the work, ſo as to keep out 
water and anſwer the purpoſes of navi- 
gation. They had an opportunity of 
obſerving an inſtance of great ſuperſti- 
tion on this occaſion, In order to get pie- 
Ces 
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ces of wood proper for the different uſes 
for which they were wanted, they had 
made tife of ſeveral different kinds; 
the natives obſerved one kind in parts 
cular which they pointed out to the 
Enghth, and requeſted they would not 
uſe, as it would certainly prove unluc- 
ky. Captain Wilſon politely thanked 
them for their well meant hint, at the 
ſame time aſſuring them he dreaded no 
harm. The King and his retinue re- 


tired as uſual to the back of the iſland 


and ſpent the night. — 

Next morning they returned over 
land, ſtill full of che idea of the guns, 
and entreated the Captain to give them 
a ſwivel along with them on the expe- 
dition; this Captain Wilſon ſhewed him 


was impracticable, as they required | 


boats, particularly conſtructed for wor- 
king them. He then begged to fee the 
fix Ea fired, which was ordered 

H 2 to 
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to be done. A ſcene now enſued which 
it is not eaſy to deſcribe. If the firing 
of the muſquets occaſioned the ſurpriſe 
of which we lately took notice, how 
much it was increaſed on this occaſion 
may be conceived. The proceſs of 
loading was attended to very particu- 
larly, but the flame and the following 
report perfectly ſtunned them. They 
ſtared at one another for a few ſeconds, 
then puſhing their fingers into their 
ears run up and down crying out, the 
noiſe being much too violent for the 
drum of their ears, not accuſtomed to 
ſo loud a noiſe. This however only 
ſerved to ſtimulate their with for ha- 
ving one of the ſwivels with them, 
which they thought would ſtrike ſuch 
Terror into their enemies, as a long 

courſe of years only would efface. . 
Abba Thulle in the afternoon repeat- 
ed his requeſt for the ſwivel, which 
Captain 
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Captain Wilſon found great difficulty 
to convince him it was not in his po- 
er to give him; indeed he rather faſ- 
pected the King and his miniſters went 
away not altogether well pleaſed with 
the refuſal. Mr Benger therefore who 
had the command of the party, and 
had all his men ready drawn up with 
their arms, ordered them immediately 
into the canoes, and they ſet faik Cap- 
tain Wilſon took every opportunity of 
getting information concerning the 
neighbouring iſlands and their ſitua- 
tion; the names of the prineipal were, 
Artingall, Pellelew and Emillegue. 

On Monday the 15th the party re- 
turned from the engagement at Artin- 
tingall, all well, though ſome of them 
had made a very narrow eſcape; the 
canoe in which Mr Matthias Wilſon 
and James Duncan were, had been - 
verſet by a ſudden ſquall of wind, 
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whereby both they and four natives a- 
long with them had nearly gone to the 
bottom. Unluckily neither Wilſon nor 
Duncan-could ſwim, but by the vigi- 
lance andattentionof ſome of the natives 
they were got up into a canoe, having 


kept faſt hold of a piece of raft nearly 


two hours. They brought the agreea- 
ble news of having efteted another 
complete victory at Artingall, which 
Mr Matthias Wilſon related in n nearly 
the following manner, 

They reached Pelew the 1 night 
they left Oroolong, from whence Ab- 
ba Thulle wiſhed they ſhould immedi- 
ately proceed to Artingall ; this how- 
ever, they aſſured him was impracti- 
cable, as it rained hard, and would 
certainly prove hurtful to the arms; 
they were all well lodged and entertain- 
ed. The following evening, they went 
on board the canoes appointed for them 

along 
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along with the King, Arra Kooker, 
Raa Kook and the other Rupacks, and 
a great number of the natives; the old 
men, women and children, followed 
them to the water ſide, when they 
ſounded conch ſhells, to notify their 
departure to the canoes that were yet 
in their creeks; theſe ſoon aſſembled 
to the amount of more than two hun- 
dred. They proceeded ſlowly, the great- 
er part of the night, but ſtopped at an 
iſland on the way, and ſlept on the 
ground for three hours before day 
break, They ſoon reached Artingall, 
and halted till the ſun was fairly riſen, 
and the enemy had notice of their ap- 
proach ; for, let it not paſs unnoticed, 
it is an eſtabliſhed rule in theſe iſlands, 
never to attack an enemy under night 

or unprepared, 
As the King had ſome days before 
ſent information to Artingall, of his 
propoſed 
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propoſed attack, and at the ſame time 
terms of peace, he now ordered a ca- 
noe with four men in it to proceed to 
the iſland, and enquire whether they 
were to ſubmit or to fight. Each of 
the heralds had one of the long tail- fea- 
thers of the tropic bird ſtuck upright 
in their hair, as a ſymbol of peace. 
The meſſengers ſoon returned, inform- 
ing that they refufed the' terms offered 
them. Immediately Abba Thulle or- 
dered the conch to be ſounded, and 
waved his chinam ſtick in the air, the 
fignal for forming the line of battle. 
Meantime the enemy collected their 
canoes, but kept cloſe by the ſhore, 
 ſhewing an evident diſinclination to 
come to battle. Abba Thulle had dreſ- 
ſed himſelf in the ſcarlet coat which 
Captain Wilſon had given him, and 
kept one of the Engliſhmen in his ca- 
noe, the other nine were diſperſed 


through 
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through the fleet in nine different ca- 
noes, armed with muſquets, cutlaſſes, 
bayonets and piſtols. 

Finding the enemy would not ad- 
vance, and their preſent ſituation being 
very unfavourable for the attack, the 
King ordered a party of canoes to go 
round a neck of high land, and lie there 
concealed ; he then ordered the remain- 
der to exchange a few darts in their 
preſent pofition, and retreat with ap- 
parent precipitancy ; by theſe means he 
expected to draw the enemy from their 
ſhores, and the concealed ſquadron 
could then get betwixt them and land, 
and thus hem them in on all hands. 
He diſpatched his orders with great 
readineſs by means of ſome very ſwift 
ſating canoes, which cut the water 
with aſtoniſhing velocity. His ſcheme 
took place as wiſhed. The enemy ruſh- 
ed out to purſue the apparent fugitives, 

and 
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and the canoes coming round the high i 
land, ſurrounded them on all fides. I © 
Thoſe who fled now turned about, and 
by means of the few fire arms, threw 
the enemy into terror and confuſion, 
The noiſe of the muſquets, their ih 
friends dropping they knew not how, 
and the triumphant haloo which the ef 
natives of Pelew ſet up, totally diſcom- 
fitted them ; they retreated with preci- 
pitation, ruſhed through the canoes I - 
that were betwixt them and the land, I * | 
as there were but few of them, and by hu 
that means all eſcaped but fix canoes IP 
and nine natives who were captured. 
| The victory was however confidered as 

| very complete; it is very ſeldom that 
any canoes are taken, and two or three 

priſoners are generally the greateſt num- 

| ber. The very dead bodies are careful- bar 
ly carried off the field of battle, leſt 
| Wer - they 
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they ſhould fall into the hands of che 
conquerors to expoſe them. 
The conflict from firſt to laſt did 
not continue three hours; therefore 
having paraded round the enemy's 
ſhores, {ſounding the conch. ſhell in 
ſignal of defiance, and firing when any 
of them appeared within muſquet ſhort, 
the King ordered the canoes to be col- 
lected and to return to Pelew. | 
It now becomes neceſſary to mention 
a practice totally inconſiſtent with that 
humanity, which has uniformly been 
pointed out as a moſt remarkable fea- 
ture in the character of theſe natives of 
Pelew. Notwithſtanding the entreaties 
and remonſtrances of the Engliſh, no- 
thing could prevent the death of the 
priſoners. The reaſon aſſigned for this 
barbarous practice was, that they had 
formerly retained them as ſlaves, in 
which capacity they ſoon got acquaint- 
ed 
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ed with their various ſtores, the creeks 
and channels of the iſland, and ſome- 
how or other afterwards eſcaping, made 
uſe of theknowledge of the countrythey 
had acquired, in aſſiſting them in their 
depredations ; they had therefore found 
it neceſſary to kill every perſon whom 
the chance of war' brought within 
their power. | 

All the priſoners had been wounded 
in the engagement, and ſeemed to wait 
their expected fate with great courage. 
The principal was a Rupack, known 
by the bone about his wriſt ; this they 
endeavoured to wrench from him; but 
without effect; he ſtruggled to retain 
it with ſingular magnanimity ; nor 
did he quit it but died in the conteſt. 
His head was ſtuck on a bamboo, and 
fixed before the King's houſe at Pelew, 

Mr Benger took great pains to pre- 
| ſerve the life of a poor fellow in the ca- 
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noe where he was, and kept him ſafe 
for two hours, when one of the King's 
people, who had been wounded, fnatch- 
ed the Malay's dagger from him, and 
ſtabbed him, before he could be pre- 
vented. Mr Benger obſerved that the 
man died very undauntedly, and ſeem- 
ed while in the agonies of death more 
impreſſed with the appearance and co- 
tour of his new enemy, than what he 
was ſuffering. In the boat where Mr 
Wilſon was, there were two priſoners, 
one of whom was wounded by a ſpear 
in ſeveral parts of his body, and the 
other had his thigh broke. When they 
go to war they knit their hair in a 
bunch at the crown of the head, and 
immediately on being captured, they 
throw it looſe over their faces, waiting 
the fatal ſtroke. No ſooner did theſe 
two victims ſignify that they were rea- 
dy, than they were ordered to fit down 

1 | in 
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in the bottom of the canoe, which the 
lame man readily did and was imme- 
diately killed; the other reſiſted for 
ſome time, when one of the natives, 
ſnatching Mr Wilſon's bayonet, plun- 
ged it into his body; he lay for ſome 
time weltering in his blood, but never 
uttered a ſingle groan. | 
They touched at ſeveral iſlands on 
their way home where the bodies were 
expoſed in triumph ; and the inhabi- 
tants who were either {ſubjects or allies, 
rejoiced with them on the occaſion, 
They brought out ſweet drink, and o- 
ther refreſhments, and ſeemed to par- 
ticipate in the general triumph. A 
vaſt multitude waited at the landing 
place of Pelew ready to receive them, 
loaded with fruit, &c. Great feſti vi- 
ty and rejoicings took place immediate- 
ly, and the praiſes of the Englees re- 


ſounded in their ſongs as formerly.“ 
After 
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After the return of the party all 
hands were kept buſily employed at 
the ſchooner, which was now rapidly 
advancing. They alſo continued to 
ſend frequently to the wreck, from 
whence they brought a variety of ar- 
ticles very uſeful to them. That hun- 


ger is an excellent whetter of the appe- 


tite, has been often experienced, but 


never more juſtly than at preſent ; they. 


diſcovered about 20 bags of rice in the 
wreck, which having been ſo long un- 
der water, would not now boil to a grain, 
but a jelly, yet they conſidered it as 
very ſavoury food. | 
The men who returned from the laſt 
expedition brought a meſlage from the 
King, informing Captain Wilſon that 
he would pay him a viſit in a few days, 
to make his acknowledgements for the 
aſſiſtance he had given them; he at 


{ame time retained Tom Roſe to give 
| I. 8 him 
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him information as to ſeveral particu- 
lars concerning the Engliſh, with which 
he withed to be acquainted. | 

Nothing new occurred for ſeveral 
days; the weather was exceedingly 
rainy and ſtormy, accompanied with 
frequent and loud thunder. They 
made ſeveral attempts to recruit their 
ſtock. of proviſions by fiſhing, but al- 
ways in vain; whether it was owing 
to their ignorance of the proper places, 
or not uſing proper bait, Captain Wil- 
ſon never could determine. 

On the 22d of September, Tom Roſe 
returned from Pelew, bringing with 
him a quantity of yams, a jar of mol- 
loſles, and a particular apology from 
Abba Thulle, for having 10 long de- 
layed his intended vifit ; but many of 
the neighbouring Rupacks having come 
to Pelew, to congratulate him on his 
late victories, he could not leave them 

without 
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without giving offence; and he could 
not bring them with him leſt it ſhould 
be inconvenient to the Engliſh. There 
was ſomething peculiarly delicate in 
all Abba Thulle's behaviour; what edu- 
cation, or refinement could have ſug- 
geſted more real politeneſs than this 
meſſage conveyed ; anxious on the one 
hand to avoid any appearance of in- 
gratitude; and on the other, fearfut 
leſt his viſit ſhould prove prejudicial 
to thoſe who had ſerved him. 

On the evening of the 28th Raa Kook 
arrived at Oroolong, accompanied by 
two chiefs of ſome neighbouring iſlands; 
they brought a prefent of cocoa-nuts, 
yams and moloſſes. Soon after their 
arrival, Captain Wilſon read prayers, 
as was uſual, every Sunday evening, 
at which Raa Kook and ſeveral of the 
natives attended ; ſome of them began 
to talk aloud, and were immediately 

I 3 checked 
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checked by Raa Kock, who behaved 
with great decency; while thus em- 
ployed, the Malay arrived from Pelew 
vrith a meſſage to the Captain, which 
however Raa Kook would not ſuffer 
him to deliver, till prayers were end- 
ed. Abba Thulle delighted with the 
ſucceſs he had already obtained by 
means of the Engliſh, was eager to 
take advantage of them, while in his 
territories, to aſſiſt him in ſubduing 
his enemies; he therefore deſired Raa 
Kook to requeſt fifteen men, with one 
of the ſwivel guns to go with them in a 
third grand expedition. Captain Wil- 
ſon having ſeveral things in his mind 
which had of late given him ſome un- 
eaſineſs as to the behaviour of ſome of 
the natives, determined to take this op- 
portunity of ſtating his grievances to 
Raa Kook, which he accordingly did. 
He complained of ſeveral thefts which. 
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the natives had committed from the 


wreck; particularly paper, copper, and 
a ſixpounder; he mentioned the inhu- 
man practice of killing all the priſon- 
ers, which made the Englith regret that 
they ſhould have any concern in their 
engagements ; and laſtly, he told him 
that he was informed Abba Thulle 
expected the fame homage from him 
and his countrymen which was paid. 
him by his own people. This circum» 
ſtance had been privately ſuggeſted to 
the Engliſh, for no other reaſon, as it. 
afterwards appeared, than to occaſion 
a difference if poſſible between the Eng- 
liſh and the natives of Pelew. Captain 
Wilſon likewiſe hinted that he conſi- 
dered it as a piece of diſreſpect to fend 
home his men without a Rupack, or 
ſome perſon of conſequence to attend 
them. It is not eaſy to deſcribe the 
appearance which Raa Kook's counte- 

| NANCE 
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nance aſſumed on this information,— 
Shame, vexation and difappointment 
were each in their turns depicted on it, 
in a manner much more expreſlive than 
any language he could have uſed. At 
length after ſome conſiderable pauſe, 
he aſſured the Captain, that he would 
entirely remove any grounds of diſtruſt 
betwixt them—That as to the articles 
taken from the ſhip, they would all be 
returned, except the paper which had 
been rendered uſeleſs by the rain; the 
fixpounder had never been taken with 
an intention to be kept, but that Abba 
Thulle had ſent for it to be ſhewn to 
ſome of his viſitors as a curiofity, and 
meant certainly to return it, The re- 
turn of the Engliſh without a Rupack 
had been entirely owing to Mr Benger's 
hurry, who would not delay his depar- 
ture a little till things were prepared. 
He repeated what has been formerly 

mentioned, 
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mentioned, as their reafon for putting 
the priſoners to death, being a matter 
not of choice but neceſſity; at the ſame 
time, he agreed to put the priſoners in- 
to Captain Wilſon's hand to be treated 
as he thould think fit; but what prin- 
cipally diſtreſt him was the idea that 
his brother ſhould have been repreſented 
as expecting homage from the Englith ; 
this he reprobated as an infamous falſe- 
hood. It afterwards appeared that the 
Malay had been confined ſome time for 
his ingenuity in this he. This good 
man's reaſoning had a very ſatisfactory 
effect, and Captain Wilſon having firſt 
conſulted with his officers, agreed to 
grant their requeſt, only limiting the 
number of men from fifteen to ten, as 
more- could not be ſpared . from the. 
work. | 
Matters being thus agreeably con- 
cluded, they fat down to ſupper with 


great 
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great. pleaſure; after which Raa Kook 
told Mr Sharp he had now a requeſt to 
make to him, which he hoped he would 
grant him; and that was, to go along 
with him to Pelew, to inſpect his ſon's 
foot, which was very dangerouſly hurt 
by a ſpear, which having ſunk deep in- 
to the foot was broke off in attempting 
to pull it out; and the barb of the ſpear 
having got in among the ſmall bones, 
they could not extract it. Meantime, 
his foot ſwelled amazingly, to the great 
diſtreſs of the young man. One of the 
natives, reputed among them as a man 
of ſkill, began to cut away the fleſh; 
but after mangling his foot in a terrible 
manner, he was obliged to deſiſt, as the 
effuſion of blood became ſo great that 
he could not continue the operation. 
They therefore had recourſe to their 
mode of fomentation, of which Mr 


Sharp much approved, and deſired it 
| to 
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to be continued till he ſaw him, which 
he could not propoſe at this time, three 
of the ableſt men being ſick. 

Next day about noon, Raa Kook ſet 
ſail with ten men under the command 
of Mr Cummin, and in their abſence 
the remainder continued their labours 
at Oroolong with unremitting aſſiduity. 

Although not directly in the courſe 
of the narrative, as the reader's curio- 
fity will no doubt be ſomewhat rai- 
ſed to learn the ſequel of the young 
man's hiſtory juſt mentioned, we ſhall 


next introduce Mr Sharp's account of 


his excurſion to ſee him. 


Immediately on his landing he went 


diretly to the General, his father's 
houſe, who met him with viſible diſ- 
treſs in his countenance. 

Mr Sharp acquainted him, that he 
was come to ſee his ſon, and had 
brought ſuch inſtruments with him, 

as 
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as would enable him, he hoped, to ad- 
miniſter relief. He ſmiled approbation, 
and conducted him to his houſe, where 
Abba Thulle, and ſeveral of the prin- 
cipal people were aſſembled. After 
paying his reſpects to them, Mr Sharp 
Aas informed, that during Raa Kook's 
ſtay at Oroolong, the ſwelling had ſub- 
fided by means of the fomentation, and 
they had forced the ſpear through has 
foot, as the only method of extracting 
it. At this time the whole army was 
ſetting out on the grand expedition, 
Ahich the young man hearing, couldnot 
bear the thoughts of being abſent from, 
He therefore inſiſted upon being car- 
ried to his canoe, where though he 
could not ſtand on his feet to fight, he 
could raiſe himſelf ſo much up as to 
throw a ſpear. He therefore went a- 
long, and very early in the engage- 
ment fell a ſacrifice to his magnanimi- 


ty; 
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ty; a ſpear entering through his throat, 
occaſioned his immediate death. It is 
impoſſible to paſs over in filence the 
unhappy fate of this gallant youth. 
A ſpirit more truly heroic, hiſtory has 
not left on record; nor need we heſitate 
to ſay, that there was more real valour 
diſplayed in this action, which acci- 
dent only has brought on record, than 
in many feats which have attracted the 
admiration of many generations. 

This alſo gives us an opportunity of 
mentioning their mode of burial, to 
which Mr Sharp was witneſs on this 
occaſion. . Raa Kook defired Mr Sharp 
and the boatſwain to accompany him 
to the water ſide, where two canoes 
were waiting, into which they went, 
accompanied by about 20 Rupacks, 
whom they had not formerly ſeen, as 
they belonged to another iſland, tho? 
friendly to Abba Thulle. Mr Sharp 
1 1 knew 
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knew not whither they were going, but 
ſuffered himſelf to be conducted by 
his friend. They landed upon an 
iſland about four miles diſtant from 
Pelew. They went a little way up into 
the iſland, to a fmall uninhabited vil - 
lage where there were four or five hou- 
| ſes, ſurrounded by a neat pavement, 
After reſting about an hour here, they 
ſet forward to a town about half a mile 
diſtant, where a great many people of 
both ſexes were aſſembled, and an en- 
tertainment prepared. Immediately af- 
ter this, the women retired ; and in a 
little, their attention was drawn to the 


ſound of diftreſs and weepmg at a lit- 


tle diſtance; the voices appeared to be 
- principally thoſe of women; Raa Kook 
immediately led Mr Sharp from the 
company to the place whence the noiſe 
proceeded. They found a great multi- 


tude of women attending a dead corpſe, 
which 
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which was neatly wrapped in a mat, 
and ſupported by four men; they kept 
up a conftant lamentation, and were 
juſtabaut to lay it down, when the ſtran- 
gers joined them. The body was im- 
mediately depoſited in the grave wi- 
thout any ceremony, while the men 
who had borne- it on their ſhoulders, 
proceeded to cover it quickly with 
the duſt. The women then kneeled 
down, and their cries increaſed ſo much, 
that they appeared as if they were an- 
xious to tear up the very body again, 
which had been juſt buried. A heavy 
ſhower of rain obliged Mr Sharp to 
leave this intereſting ſcene, to ſeek 
ſhelter, but he never could learn the 
cauſe of Raa Kook's behaviour on this 
occaſion; as notwithſtanding the un- 
common regard he had for his late ſon, 
whoſe body they were convinced it 
was, he preferved the moſt profound 
- K 2 ſilenes 


112 S HIPWRECRK OF 


ſilence on the ſubject; nor did he ap- 
Pear particularly intereſted. The moſt 
probable conjecture they could form 
was, that he conſidered it to be below 
that dignity of mind which he on all 
occaſions wiſhed to ſupport, to appear 
concerned on an occaſion which gene- 
rally produces thoſe feelings that be- 
tray what they conſider as human 
weakneſs. 

The might proved very ans ſo 
they could not return to Pelew, but 
ſpent the evening with Raa Kook. In 
the morning Raa Kook carried Mr 
Sharp and the boatſwain, to a little hut 
contiguous to the place where his ſon 
had been buried. Here they found 
only an old woman, to whom the Ge- 
neral ſpoke for ſome time; ſhe then 
went out, but returned in a little, bring- 
ing with her two old cocoa- nuts, ſome 
red c and a bundle of beetle - nut 

with 
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with the leaves. He took the cocoa- 
nuts and croſſed them wich the ochre, 


placing them one on each ſide by him; 


after which he repeated ſomething to 
himſelf, which they ſuppoſed to be a 
prayer; he then croſſed the beetle nut 
in the ſame manner, and fat muſing 
over it a little, when he gave them. to 
the woman, who carried them out, as 
Mr Sharp ſuppoſed, to the grave; he 
wiſhed to follow her, but as Raa Kook 
appeared under great agitation and nor 
inclined to rife, he did not leave hum, 
nor enquire farther. | 
Mr Sharp entertained his friends 
with the inſpection of his watch and 
furgical inſtruments, with which they 
were greatly pleaſed, as well as with 
the deſcription he gave them of the 
mode of amputation, &c, 
Their conntrymen they had left at 
Pelew were in great diſtreſs about their 
K 3 abſence; 
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abſence ; they had been witneſſes to the 
funeral of another young man who had 
been ſlain in the ſame battle. As they 
were accidentally ſtraggling thro' the 
fields about two miles from Pelew, they 
obſerved a great number of the natives 
going towards a village, with Abba 
Thulle at their head. They came to a 
large pavement, where the King was 
ſeated, and a great crowd ſurrounded 
him. Thoſe who bare the corpſe, mo- 
ved {lowly on before the King, who 
addreſſed them in a ſpeech, probably 
recapitulating the qualifications of the 
deceaſed. This Ealogium he delivered 
with great ſolemnity, and the reſpect- 
ful filence of all around him, added a 
degree of affecting grandeur to the 
ſcene. The body was then carried to 
the grave, attended by women only, 
and thither Mr Matthias Wilfon fol- pa 
dy: He obſerved an aged woman th 
getting 
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getting out of the new made grave, 
whom he ſuppoſed to be the mother or 
ſome near relation of the deceaſed, 
who had been examining if every thing 
was properly prepared to her mind. 
The laſt offices they always commit 
to the women, as the men who. are 
nearly intereſted or, relations, might 
be led to diſcover ſome exterior marks 
of grief, which they conſider as dero- 
gatory to the dignity of manhood, 
Immediately. on the body being laid in 
the grave, the women ſet up loud la- 
mentations, as in the caſe of Raa 
Kook's ſon, and Mr Wilſon left them. 
Their graves are made in the ſame 
manner as in this country ; ſome have 
a flat ſtone laid horizontally on the 
the grave, to prevent any perſon from 
tramphng upon it. They have alfo 
particular ſpots of ground ſet apart for 
the purpoſe of burying their dead. 
1 CHAP, 
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Cu AP IV. 


Diſaſter of the Veſſel—Aceount of the Third Engage- 


ment—Captain Wilſon's Viſit to Rupacks—Abba 
Thulle Vifits the Englifh with his Wife and Daugh- 
ter, &e. 


THE veſſel was now conſiderably 
advanced, when an unlucky accident 
had nearly baulked their high raiſed 
expectations. One night the tide roſe 
to a very uncommon height, and had 
nearly waſhed away the blocks from 
under her. At this time they were ve- 
ry ſhort of hands; beſides thoſe at Pe- 
lew, three were very ſick, ſo that the re- 
pairing the accident, and raiſing a ſtrong 
bank to defend from any fimilar tide, 
took up ſeveral days. The. weather 
| was at this time very ſtormy and diſa- 
greeable, in fo much, that ſome days 
they could not leave the tents to work. 

The 
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The jolly boat was diſpatched to Pelew 
for proviſions, and in three days re- 
turned, with the agreeable news that 
the Engliſh were ſafe returned to Pe- 
lew from the expedition to Artingall, 
which had been very ſucceſsful ; but 
Abba Thulle would not yet part with 
them, as he was anxious to ſhew them 
his gratitude, by entertaining them in 
the beſt manner he could. They now 
alſo brought with them, the ſhip's cop- 
pers, that ſome of the natives had car- 
ried off, on their firſt viſit to the wreck ; 
this coming to Raa Kook's know- 
ledge. he had ordered them to be re- 
turned, as he would by no means ſuf- 
fer any thing to be kept, that belong- 
ed to the Engliſh. 

On Tueſday the 7th of October all 
the warriors returned, in high ſpirits 
with the entertainment they had met 
wich at Pelew. They were attended 


by 
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by Raa Kook, who brought with him 


two jars of moloſſes and ſome excellent 
yams. They gave the following ac- 
count of the third engagement, 

* The canoes were aflembled and 
proceeded on the expedition in the ſame 
manner as formerly, but were much 
more numerous. On their arrival at 
Artingall, the fame notice of the attack 
was fent, but no canoes were to be ſeen, 
Nor any appearance of oppoſition. Raa 
Kook therefore took the command, and 
having landed the troops, led them up 
into the country; while Abba Thulle 
continued in his canoe, and diſpatched 
his orders to the two commanders Raa 
Kook and Arra Kooker. They ſoon 
met the inhabitants, who defended 
themfelves with the greateſt reſolution 
and brayery ; the King entreated the 
Engliſh not to land, left any of them 
ſhould meet with * but . ob- 
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ſerving ther friends rather hotly hand- 
led, pumped on- ſhore, attacked the - 


nemy, and ſurronnded a houſe to. 
which ſeverals of them had retreated. 


The mufquets ſoon put them to flight, 
and ſet the houſe in flames; upon this 
one of the Pelew people, regardleſs of 


the danger, ran in among the flames, 


and ſnatching a burning faggot, carri- 
ed it to another houſe, where many of 


the enemy had taken ſhelter, ſer it on 


fire, and returned ſafe to his compani- 
ons. Abba Thulle publickly acknow- 


ledged his valour, by putting a ſtring 


of beads in his ear, and afterwards 


creating him an inferior Rupack. The 


Engliſh were frequently in conſide- 
rable danger from the ſpears of the 


enemy, which they ſhowered upon 
them in great numbers; but they were 


ſoon diſperſed by a round of muſ- 


quets, by which many of them loft 
85 8 their 
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their lives. Arra Kooker and Thomas 


Wilſon made a very narrow eſcape; 
Arra had aſcended the hill in purſuit 
of the enemy by much too far, when 
noticing one. of the Artingall people 
coming down, he ſkulked among ſome 
buſhes, till he was paſt; then running 
after him, fetched him ſuch a blow 
with a wooden {word as immediately 
ſtunned him; but as he was dragging 
him priſoner to a canoe, Wilſon luck- 
ily obſerved three or four of the ene- 
my in purſuit of him; who would in 
all probability have killed him in a few 
minutes; he therefore immediately 
levelled his muſquet at them, which 
they perceiving, inſtantly turned about 
and fled ; this was a very fortunate cir- 
cumſtance, as although Wilſon. had 
preſented his muſquet, he could do no 
execution with it, his ammunition ha- 
ving been previouſly expended, 

11210 | Five 


THE ANTELOPE., 121 


Five canoes were burnt in chis engage- 
ment, and the cauſeway or landing place 
demoliſhed. The only trophy of victory, 
the conquerors carried with them, was 
the large ſtone on which the king ſat in 
council; a circumſtance which natu- 
rally reminds a Briton, of the corona- 
tion ſtone, which Edward I. carried 
to London from Scone. Great rejoi- 
eings took place on their return to Pe- 
lew; though the untimely end of Raa 
Kook's ſon, with another blooming 
youth, who loſt his life in the engage- 
ment, ſerved to throw a N on ma- 
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1 About this ck Mr Barker had a ve 


ry ſevere fall, which confined him 
ſome days; but notwithſtanding: of 
the delays occaſioned by ſickneſs and 
accidents, the ſchooner advanced pret- 
ty quickly, ſo that hy the middle of 
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October Her beums were all md, and 
mariy of them ſecured. 

Matters being in an agrecable train 
at Orv6long, Captain Wilſon how re- 
Solved to pRya viſit wich Aba Thule, 
ro ſome öf the neighbouring Hands, 
His "allies; He Was attended hy his 
fn Henry Wilſon, Tom Roſe and 
Thomas Dutton. They left Orovlong 
in the morning of the Bth öf Octo- 
ber, along wich 'their*$60d' friend Raa 
Kock; they reached Pele by ten at 
night, Where they were kindly recei- 
ved by Abba ThiHe's -eldeft ſon Qui 
BILL; the King having ſet off only a 
Kitle "bifore Hor an Hat / catch © E. 
#nongs: Rix Kook'propoſel to Captain 
Wilſon to follow him immetliately, 
but as he found Himfelf à good deal 
Sndiſpoſed, he rather wied to ſpend 
the night ät Petew. They embarked 
ner morning having in their party, two 


wives 
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4 | wives} of: Raa Kook's, and Qui Bill, 
They ſteered, about twelve leagues to- 
the. northward, and about noon were 
oft. the mouth of a rivulet which, tun 
up into the iſland of Emungs. Ras 
Kook then ſounded: conch ſhells to no- 
tify their arrival. This. rivulet they 
found very ditheuly to navigate, be- 
ing both ſhallow and narrow, beſides 
a number; of {hare coral ſtones on the 
ſides ; ſo that the boatmen. had fre- 
quently to get out and haul them up- 
i. hes adyanced up warde of à Milt ber 
41 | fore they favs; any houſes, or inhabir 
"| #228, when, upon the conchrſhell ber 
E. Ning agzin ſounded, four young men 
in appeared, Whg, fogn retireg Precipitate: a 
. V as if zerxißed z in a little time hom 
cal der, 4 great, nupber of She. ref 
nd Neame ta che water ſide, when. C 
ed Wilſpa and Raz Kook landed, 
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1 L. 2 great 


N 7 00 oe F N 


I24 SHIPWRECK OF 


great multitudes ſurrounded them, ga- 
zing with much aſtoniſhment, on the 
ſtrangers, whoſe colour and dreſs were 
ſo new to them; beſides, their curioſi- 
ty had been raiſed? by the accounts of 
their valiant deeds in battle, of which 
they had heard. They remained here 
about half an hour, and then ſet for- 
ward to a large houſe or public build- 
ing, about a quarter of a mile diſtant, 
where Abba Thulle, and a number of 
Rupacks were waiting their arrival, 
After ſpending about two' hours there, 
they went to viſit the Rupack of the 
town, an old infirm man; here they 
remained about half an hour, and had 
fome boiled yams, fiſh, and ſweet drink 
ſet before them; they ate a little and 
returned to the great houſe, where a 
great entertainment was waiting them. 
The company were divided into two 
* in the ole were Abba Thulle, 


on Captain 
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Eaptain Wilſon and his attendanta, and 
in the other Raa Koak, Qui Bill and 
others. Captain Wilſon: here remark- 
ed, that nobody ventured to taſte the- 
meat, till the King had given the word, 
and in like manner none ventuted to- 
he down for fleep,, till he was covered 
with his mat. 


After eating, the natives — a 


dance in their uſual manner, Which 
continued the whole night; they ſung 


alſo a good deal, and as both men and 


women joined, they produced together” 


a terrible noiſe. The Eugliſh ſpeut hut 


a very uncomfortable night here; they 


had. only rough une ven- hoards to lie 
on; and had they heen more agreeab y 
impoſſihle to get any. reſt. Tuſe a- 
muſements continued part of next day; 
and in the afternoon;. they ere enter- 


mined wich a mock fight berwixt. wo 
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of the natives, and a dance with: ſpears 
in their hands, which continued about 
an hour; during this dance, the chief 
preſented Captain Wilſon with four 
different ſpears, and a curious wooden 
ſword, inlaid: with ſhell, Next day 
they had new dances, which however, 
were ſoon ſtopped by a terrible ſtorm 
of thunder and lightning. The wea- 
ther clearing up in the afternoon, the 
old Rupack was brought out to the 
large pavement, carried on a board 
flung with ropes on two poles, which 
were ſupported by four men. A piece 
of etiquette now took place, which the 
Engliſh did not underſtand; all the Ru- 
packs ſeated themſelves with much reſ- 
pect on the pavement, where thè old Ru- 
pack fat, but Abba L hulle went to a lit- 
tle diſtance, and ſat at the foot of a tree 
making the handle of a hatchet; his place 
was ſupplied among the Rupacks, by 
5 Rai 
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Raa Kock who perſonated and ſpoke for 


him. Having converſed together for 
ſome time, the old Rupack diſtributed 


preſents of beads among the reſt. Theſe 
beads are in general a Kind of coloured 


earth, which they dake by a particu- 
lar proceſs which the Engliſh could not 
get an opportunity of ſeeing; ſome of 
the Pelew people however had made a 


parcel out of ſome bottles they had got 


from the Antelope, having turned them 
very neatly. The method of diſtribu- 
ting theſe beads was as follows: the 
old Rupack gave ſome of them to one 
of his attendants, who went into the 
middle of the ſquare, then mentioned 


the perſon for whom they were deſign- 


ed, pronounced an eulogium upon him, 
and running up to him, delivered 
them to him. After the Rupacks had 
got their ſhare, Tom Roſe was ſent for 


Gio Wilſon, who was in the houſe 


obſerving 


at BSUIOWREEK ar 


obſerving the ceremony from a; win- 1 
dow ; to him the ald Rupack gaxe a a 
ſtring ot red beads, and twotortoiſe- hell I ſ 
ſpoons. Aftar this ceremony, they It. 
ſpent another hour in converſation to- | n 
gether, when the old Rupack was car- I tl 
ried back again on his board, and re- tl 
Freſhments ſer before the Rupacks. 

Captain Willon-rook an opportunity 
of enquirmg the reaſon of a number 
of human ſkulls being placed upon the 
outſide of the doors, windows and ends ſe 
of the great houſe, and was inferm- 
ed, that not many months before, 
while the principal people of Emungs 
were abſent on a viſit to a neighbour- 
ing and, the inhabitants of Artingall 
landed and at. acked the town, putting 
eſcape; ſetting the houſes, on fire and 
deſtroying wherever they came ;- notice 


of this having reached Pelew, Abba 
Thulle 
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Thulle quickly aſſembled his canoes, 
and beſet them unexpectedly ; at the 
ſame time, the people of Emungs re- 
turning from their viſit, they ſo com- 
pletely ſurrounded the Artingall people, 
that very few of them eſcaped; and 
thoſe were the heads of ſome of the 
chiefs. 

Captain Wilſon having Ggnified 2 
wiſh to depart, next morning the conch- 
ſhell was ſounded, and the canoes aſ- 
ſembled by day- break. About eight 
o'clock they embarked in coinpany 
with one Maath, a Rupack of conſe- 
quence in a northern iſland, who had 
eight or nine canoes in his retinue; 
they parted with him at tlie mouth of 
the rivulet- He carried with him the 
ſearlet coat and ſpaniel dog which Cap- 
tain Wilſon had given Abba Thulle, in 
order to ſhe w them to his countrymen, 
but they were afterwards returned to 
bus Pelew. 
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Pelew. Before bas departure, he anxi- 
ouſly entreated Captain, Wilſon and bi: 
company to go with. him, which they 
declined, ag tt would have detained 
them too long from Oroolong. They 
continued their route homewards very 
agreeably, till about ten o clock, when 
a very violent ſtorm of thunder and 
lightning, aecompanied with a deluge I ni 
of rain overtook them. The high, wind I d 
ſaon diſperſed the canoes, and the hoat- I th 
men of that in which Captain Wilſon 10 
Vas, having in vain endeavouted as ſteer of. 
on their way, agreed da make. for the IK. 
ſhore, which was dene; and then kind: 
led à fire by rubbing two ſtieks toger 
his mat, and his two wives ſheltered 
themſelves under his boat elaak, at e- 
very flaſh of lightning; <jaculating 
2 the Engliſh ſuppoſed ta be a prayr 
bug an ion obſerved on thi 


and 
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und other oceafions, that the natives of 
in theſe iſlands had a pecukar diſſibe te 
J If their ſleins being wetted by rain, pro- 
ed bably che ſpattering of à ſhower was 
e If difagreeable, for it could not proceell 
"7 | from amy averſion to water, as they 
en | bathed every day. The weather-Cclear- 
ad Ned up about noon, when the -compa- 
SC I nies of the · different canoes met toge= 
nd ff ther and dined. They chen walked:wp 
Aly che country tola town named Arama- 
PI orgoe, where they were kindly enter- 
ser uined. Before they embarked, Raa 
hs Kook expreſſed a deſire to fire a mu. 
quet, Whieh he had never done, and 
Captain Wilſon humoured him; but 
holding it looſely, it ſtruck his ſhoul- 
der ſo foreibly, that it fell from his 
hands and he tumbled backwards. It 
aſtoniſhed him to ſee the Engliſh fire 
it ſo eaſily, while he could acer dn 
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They touched at a place called Emel- 
| lgree, which appeared to be a diſtinct 
government. The Rupack, a luſty, 
good-looking old man, ſent them à for- 
mal invitation to viſit him, which they 
did. Abba Thulle deſired:that all his 
company ſhould attend this Rupack, 
but he himſelf kept by his canoe, pro- 
bably from the ſame etiquette which 
regulated his conduct at Emungs. At 
this place they were treated with all 
hoſpitality, not only in publie, but at 
ſeveral private houſes; and were de- 
tained ſo long that the inhabitants had 
to conduct them to their canoes with 
torches, for it was very darx. 

It was ten o'clock before the canoe 
in which Captain Wilſon and his par- 
ty were, arrived at Pelew; and as the 
King was not yet come, none of the 
natives would land; the Engliſh tho 


under no reſtraint, choſe to ſhew their 


. politeneſs 
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politeneſs on this occaſion, by waiting 
for. him alſo, He ſoon arrived .and 
ſpent this night with the Engliſh in 
the houſe by the water . fide. Next 
morning at breakfaſt, Abba Thulle in- 
formed Captain Wilſon that he was 
direted by a Council, to requeſt the 
aſſiſtance of his men in battle, yet once 
more. The Captain replied, that no- 
thing could give him greater ſatisfacti- 
on than to be of any ſervice to. the Pe- 
lew people that lay in his power, but 
when he left Oroolong, ſo many of the 
men lay ſick, that till he ſaw how they 
were, and converſed with his officers, 
he could not give a poſitive anſwer; 
with this they appeared very well ſa- 
tisfied, and about eleven o'clock in the 


forenoon, Captain Wilſon and his par- 


ty, with Raa Kook, ſet ſail for Oroo- 
long, where they arrived ſafe, about 
four o'clock, 
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Among the firſt employments af- 
ter Captain Wilſon's return was Diſ- 
cipline. During his abſence, the Cook 
had miſbehaved exceedingly, appro- 
priating great part of the ſmall portion 
of the meat they were allowed, to him- 
ſelf and his aſſiſtant. As it was neceſ- 
ſary, in their preſent ſituation, that the 
ſtricteſt diſcipline ſhould. be exerciſed, 
Captain Wilſon, by a Court Martial, 
ordered him a cobbing. The native 
tenderneſs of Raa Kook's diſpoſition 
appeared eminently on this occaſion; 
when he ſaw the man ſtripped to the 
waiſt and his hands tied againſt a tree 
to keep him extended, he entreated 
Captain Wilſon to let him off. The 
puniſhment of cobbing is inflicted by 
a thin flat piece of wood like a battle- 
dore; which Raa no ſooner ſaw exer- 
ciſcd, and the man bearing it patient- 


ly, than he was reconciled ſtanding 
Tas by 
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by and encouraging him all the time. 
A Chineſe was alſo puniſhed in the 
ſame manner, for wounding one of 
his countrymen with a ſtone; but he 
roared and bellowed fo luſtily, that 
Raa Kook was greatly entertained with 
his cowardice. 

The canoes now frequently touched 
at Oroolong with fiſh, ſo that the Eng- 
liſh had in general plenty of freſh pro- 
viſions. On the 15th of October, three 
canoes landed, in one of which was a 
woman, the firſt they had yet ſeen at the 
cove. She went through the different 
works and ſurveyed every thing with 
great attention, but with great caution, 
The men that accompanied her did not 
land, nor could Captain Wilſon eonceive 
from whence they came; it was con- 
jectured they were from Emilligree, 
as none of the Engliſh could recollect 
any of their countenances. 
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Abba Thulle arrived about ten o'- 
clock on the 17th, with the agreeable 
news, that the Chief Miniſter of Artin- 
gall had been at Pelew with offers of 
peace, which had been concluded u- 
pon, to'the great joy of Raa Kook and 
the other natives. Abba Thulle brought 
his youngeſt daughter with him, named 
Erre Beſs, of whom he appeared to be 
exceedingly fond; he conducted her 
through all the cove and explained the 
uſe of every thing with much attention. 
Beſides her he alſo brought with him 
on this viſit Ladee, one of his wives; a 
very beautiful woman, young, and 
greatly ſuperior to any of the females 
they had hitherto ſeen ; her genteel de- 
portment and graceful ſtep -drew the 
attention of every beholder. She had 
with her eight or ten females, who 
were all eſcorted by Raa Kook, and 


* the forge, Ard guns, tents and 
dd A other 
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other curioſities, with which they were 
greatly ſurpriſed. The King had alſo 
brought ſome of his artificers with him 
(or Tacklebys, as he called them) to ob- 
ſerve the progreſs of the veſſel, &c. he 
ſeemed peculiarly anxious that they 
ſhould pay attention. to the ſchooner, 
which all ranks agreed in confidering 
as the ne plus ultra of human workman- 
ſhip. After their curioſity had been ful- 
ly ſatisfied, the Captain prepared an en- 
tertainment for them in the tent, con- 
ſiſting principally of fiſh, and boiled 
rice, ſweetened with moloſſes, of which 
they appeared very fond. L. 

A good deal of converfation took 
place on this viſit between the King 
and Captain, Wilſon on various ſub- 
jects. Abba Thulle acknowledged that 
the Engliſh muſqucts bad now; pro- 
cured him peace with almoſt all his 
neighbours ; he at ſame. cime requeſt 

M 3 ed 


THE ANTELOPE, 


138 SHIPWRECK OF 


ed that the Captain would leave ten 
muſquets with him when he left the 


iſland; this Captain Wilſon told him 
would not be in his power, as Britain 
was at preſent engaged in war with ſe- 


veral different nations, with whoſe veſ- | 


ſels they might fall in on their return 


homeward, and ſo require defenſive 
weapons ; but he promiſed him five, 
which greatly pleaſed him. Abba Thul- 


le then enquired what: quantity of pow- 


der they had, but obſerving that Cap- 
tain Wilſon was not diſpoſed to anſwer 
him readily, he very politely changed 


the ſubject. The Captain then defired 
he would aſfure his neighbouring ifland- 
ers; that che Enꝑliſh, deeply ſenſible of 
the kind uſage they had received from 


the inhabitants of Pelew, were deter- 


mined to feturn very ſoon, in a much 


larger ſhip, and with a greater number 
of men, and fully avenge any inſult 
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that might be offered to the Pelewites, 
either by the 2 of r gar. or 
any other iſland. | 

Agreeable to a former promiſe of 
Captain Wilſon's, Abba Thulle then in- 
ſormed him, he had come at this time 
to get the guns from the wreck, which 
ſhould either be placed at Oroolong or 
Pele w, as the Engliſh pleaſed ; Captain 
Wilſon having previoufly conſulted his 
officers, deſired him to take them all 
to Pele w, except one, which they might 
perhaps need in the ſchooner. Accor- 
dingly, next day, the King ordered 
ſome of his people to go to the wreck 
in order to remove them. Having no 
tackle, they found it a very difficult 
jobb, and were forced to fend for ten, 
of our people to aſſiſt them; the Eng- 
liſhmen ſpeedily lodged them in the ca- 
noes te the ſurpriſe of the natives, who 
could not conceive ĩt poſſible to handle 
theſe 
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theſe heavy pieces with ſuch apparent 
eaſe. 


iſland, carrying with him all his at- 
tendants, that the Engliſh might be as 
little interrupted by them as poſſible. 
He had not been long there, when he 
ſent for Captain Wilſon to give him ten 
large fiſli, part of a quantity his peo- 
ple had taken; of theſe he would only 
receive four, which would fully ſupper 
all his people, and ſuch is the nature 
of the climate there, that no fiſh will 
keep freſh above five or fix hours. The 
King then ordered the remaining fix 
to be dreſſed for keeping, and ſent to 
the cove in the morning. Their me- 
thod of cleaning and dieſſing them is 
as follows; the fiſli is firſt well cleaned, 
waſhed, and all the ſcales taken off; 
then tw ſticks are placed lengthways 
of the fiſh, in order to keep it ſtraight, 

1 in 


The King lodged at the back of the 


e. 


ys 
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in the ſame manner as ſticks are placed 
acroſs ſalmon in this country when 
kippering; it is then bound round 
with broad plantain leaves, and ſmok- 
ed over a flow fire. In this ſtate it will 
be eatable for at leaſt two days, though 
not very pleaſant. 

In the morning, the ears of the Eng- 
liſh were ſaluted with the noiſe of ſing- 
ing in the woods, which proved to be 
Raa Kook and his attendants coming 
acroſs the country, with the fix dried 
fiſn, which were very acceptable. 
This morning the King went to the: 
wreck, and returned to the cove, and 
breakfaſted on tea with Captain Wil- 
ſon, three Artingall people being alſo of 
the party. After breakfaſt, the ſtran- 
gers were led through the works, and 
their ſurpriſe was nothing inferior to 
any that had yet been expreſſed ; the 
guns particularly intereſted them, as 


the 
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the means by which ſo many of their 
countrymen died, in a manner then in- 
comprehenſible. In a few days they 
had a farther opportunity of ſeeing the 
effects of the muſquets, by Mr Ben- 
ger's killing ſome pigeons while on wing, 
they run to the carcaſes, and exami- 
ned them very attentively, and upon 
noticing the wounds, obſerved, it was 
with ſuch holes as theſe their country- 
men died; on this occaſion the Pelew- 
ites ſeemed to exult a little over their 
neighbours, on the ignorance which 
they ſhewed of the uſe of fire arms. 
The People of Artingall however re- 
tained no animoſity on this account 

but ſeemed quite happy and at eaſe. 
Captain Wilſon had now occafion to 
complain to Abba Thulle of a theft 
which had been committed by ſame of 
his people, a cooper's adze and a caulk- 
ing iron being amiſſing; the latter he 
| recovered 


\ 
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reeovered immediately, but the adze 
he found had been carried to Pelew. 
On Monday the 2oth the King went 


again to the wreck, and in his abſence 


a meſſage was ſent by -Raa. Kook to 
Captain Wilſon, informing him that 
he was very bad, and wiſhed mach to 
ſce the Captain and Mr Sharp. They 
went immediately to ſee their good 
friend, whom they found much diſtreſ- 
ſed with a large boil on his arm, which 
was attended with a conſiderable de- 
gree of fever. Mr Sharp dreſſed it with 
care, and found him much better on 
his return in the evening, when the 
King was preſent, and exprefled great 
thankfullneſs for the attention paid to 
his brother ; Abba Thulle appeared ve- 
ry much intereſted for his recovery, 
and on every occaſion manifeſted the 
higheſt concern about all his relations 
and friends. Captain Wilſon obſer- 
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ved when there in the forenoon, that 
Raa Kook was attended by his wives, 
who appeared greatly agitated ; their 
| breaſts were ſcratched and bleeding, 
by means of a prickly leaf, which they 
applied very ſmartly, in order to teſti- 
fy their concern. 

During Abba Thulle's reſidence on 
Oroolong, the Engliſh were regularly 
ſupplied with freſh and dried fiſh, 
which were very acceptable; among 
the reſt were ſome Kima Cockles, ſo 
famous throughout Europe for their 
beautiful ſhells. Another unknown a- 
nimal was obſerved about this time, 
ſomewhat ſimilar to our batt, but 
Four times its ſize; it runs along the 
ground, climbs trees and leaps from 

branch to branch with great alertneſs; 
beſides which, it has wide extended 
wings, and flies rapidly. It is eſteem- 
"Y ed a nice dith at Pelew, and like the 
Nr | pi geon, 
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t pigeon, ſacred for chiefs only, On the 
„ 2 iſt Abba Thulle came round to the 
r cove on his way to Pelew. He aſked 
>, Captain Wilſon if the Engliſh would 
7 aſſiſt him in battle once more, to which 
ji» Captain Wilſon readily agreed. He 

then told him that there would be a 
n | grand council held at Pelew on the ſub- 
ly] ect the next day, the reſult of which 
h, he would communicate; on this ac- 
ag count Raa Kook would not remain be- 
ſo ! hind, though far from well, his pre- 
ir | {ence being neceſſary in council. The 
king then informed the Captain, that 
je, he would ſend han, a quantity of paint 
ut} for their veſſel, and deſired the jolly 
he boat might be ſent for it; this was 
bs done, and a quantity ſent, much more 
85 than ſufficient for their purpoſe. It 
ed conſiſted of red and yellow ochre, being 
all the natural paints of the country; 
* the King ſent a ſtrict charge to pre- 
_ | SE | ſerve 
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ſerve the baſkets, in which the colours 
were packed, from wet; and informed, 
that men would be ſent proper for 
painting the veſſel, on their return from 
the propoſed expedition. Mr Devis, 
Tom Roſe, and another of the Engliſh 
people went with the King to Pelew, 
and remained there till the 24th, in 
which time Abba Thulle had made ſtill 
farther enquiries at them as to ſome 
particulars concerning which he wiſh- 
ed to be informed, particularly as to 
the nations with whom Captain Wilſon 
Had mentioned the Engliſh were at 
„ 

By the 26th of October the veſſel 
was breame d and the outſide caulking 
completed. The ſame day, a number 
of ſtrar gers touched at the cove, in 
ten canoes; they proved to be friends 
to Abba Thulle, on their way to join 
his fleet. It appeared they had previ- 
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ouſly heard of the Engliſh, and by 


that means were not ſo much ſurpriſed 
on ſeeing them ; yet they were greatly 
entertained with the various works, 
through which they were conducted, 
Their chief was an elderly man, and 
ſpent the greater part of the time they 
were on ſhore in Captain Wilſon's tent; 
finding a book on his table, he was 
much pleaſed with the appearance. of 
it, and entertained himſelf by reckon- 
ing the number of leaves in it, a-taſk 
which he could not accompliſh, ha- 
ving . frequently proceeded the length 
of fifty, but could not go further. 

Mr Sharp now paid a viſit to Raa 
Kook, to enquire after his health, and 
was happy to find him much better. 
One of the ſurgeons at Pelew had cut 
the core of the boil, and the ſurround- 
ing fleſh with one of their knives. 
When we conſider the nature of the in- 

N 2 ſtrument 
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ſtrument with which all their ſurgical 
operations are performed, and that all 
their knowledge conſiſts in cutting out 
the part affected, one cannot avoid feel- 
ing for the pain, or rather torture, 
which thoſe muſt endure, who are ſo 
unhappy as to need their aſſiſtance. 
Perhaps they may now be enabled to 
execute their operations with ſome- 


what leſs pain, as the Enghſh diſtri- 


buted a few twopenny knives among 
them. Mr Sharp re-dreſſed Raa Kook's 
ſore, and left ſeveral dreſſings, with 
proper directions for application. His 
viſit to the General was conſidered as 
very flattering, and warmly recom- 
mended him not to the friends of his 
patient only, but to all the iſland, who 
were particularly fond of Raa Kook. 
In the afternoon of Monday, the 
27th of October, Abba Thulle, arri- 


ved at Osoolong, with a great number 
| of 


ri- 
ber 
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of canoes in his train; they formed 
the third grand diviſion of the fleet, 
which altogether conſiſted of upwards 
of 300 canoes. They ſailed in good 
order and made a very formidable ap- 
pearance. The following ten men pre- 
pared to go on this expedition; Mr 
Matthias Wilſon, Thomas Wilſon, 
William Roberts, Thomas Dutton, 
Nicholas Tyacke, Madan Blanchard, 
Thomas Whitfield, John Duncan, Jas. 
Swift and William Steward. Imme- 
diately on the King landing he was in- 
formed the men were ready; upon 
which they all embarked, the Engliſh 
on ſhore giving them three cheers, 
which they in concert with the natives 
returned very warmly. 
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CHAT V. 

Expedition to Pelelev—Viſit from Abba Thulle— 
Launching of the Schooner - Preſents to the King 
Preparations for Departure Captain Wilſon made a 
Rupack—Blanchard's Determination to Remain— 


| Propoſal for Lee Boo returning with the Engliſh— 
other Proceedings previous to Sailing. — 


THE Armament were ſcarcely out 
of fight, when a very furious ſtorm a- 
roſe at Oroolong, which diſtreſſed them 
all exceedingly ; not only. on account 
of the danger their veſſel and tents 
were in, but the apprehenſions they 
reaſonably entertained for the ſafety 
of their abſent friends. They were 
however ſoon relieved; on Thurſday 
the zoth October about midnight, their 
companions having been only gone a- 
bout three days, a canoe was obſerved 
coming towards the harbour, and the 
crew calling out Englees, they were per- 

mitted 
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mitted to land, In this canoe, came 
Arra Kook, and the ſurgeon's ſucalic, or 
friend, the news of whoſe arrival ſoon 
raiſed the Engliſh from their beds to 
hear ſome account of their friends, 
The original cauſe of the conteſt with 
the natives of Pelelew it ſeems had been, 
their refuſing to deliver up two people 
that had been ſaved from the Malay 
wreck ; immediately therefore, on Ab- 
ba Thulle's appeariug on their coaſt, 
the enemy laid down their weapons, 
offered preſents, and delivered up the 
two Malay-men. Next day, theſe agree- 
able tidings were confirmed by the re- 
turn of the party, who gave the fol- 

lowing account of the expedition, 
„They met with very bad weather 
the firſt night, and were obliged to land 
on an uninhabited iſland, about four 
leagues diſtant from Pelelew, where they 
erected temporary huts, Next day two 
different 
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different parties went on an excurſion 
to a neighbouring iſland, where they 
terrified the natives, and pillaged a lit- 
tle. Abba Thulle then called a coun- 
cil, in conſequence of which Arra 
Kooker ſet off next morning to Pele- 
lew, and concluded the peace. On his 
return in the afternoon, the Engliſh 
were informed, that in the preſent ſi- 
tuation of affairs it would be derogato- 
ry to his dignity to approach Pelelew, 
but if they had any wiih to ſee the 
iſland, Arra Kooker would attend them. 
This offer was accepted, having previ- 
ouſly entered into a bargain, to keep 
| cloſe together, in caſe of treachery on 
the part of the Pelelewans. They were 
attended by a great number of the Pe- 
lew people, and highly entertained with 
the ifland. They found the country 
pleaſant and fertile ; the land appeared 


nearly level, and the houſes were large 
and 


fro: 


ad 
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and better conſtructed than thoſe at 
Pelew : The natives ſeemed to be friend- 
ly and humane, and they ſhewed a ve- 
ry marked reſpect to our countrymen, 
although the object of their viſit had 
been to ſpread devaſtation. Indeed the 
natives of Pelew diſcovered a degree of 
rancour againſt theſe Pelelewans rather 
inconfiſtent either with their character 
or practice; the Engliſh were ready to 
think they had been ſtimulated to it 
by the Malay, in order to get his two 
friends out among them. 

Abba Thulle made a very ſhort ftay 
at Oroolong, as did even Raa Kook; 
they returned to Pelew accompanied 
by the King of Pelelew. This Rupack 
was an elderly man, and of a ſtern 
rough appearance ; his hair was grey, 
and his beard tapered to a narrow point. 
The only other fingularity about him, 
from the people of Pelew was, his be- 

ing 
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ing tatooed quite up to the navel, while 
their tatooing did not exceed the mid- 
dle of their thighs, Mr Sharp with 
four of the men ſet off the day follow- 
ing for Pelew, in order to bring over 
ſome molofles promiſed them by Raa 
Kook. He mentioned that the uſual 
rejoicings had taken place at Pelew on 
the happy termination of this expediti- 
on; and ſongs were compoſed on the 
_ occaſion in which theſe words could be 
diſtinguiſhed, © Englees—Weel a Tre- 
coy” (very good); and in a particular 
manner Tom Roſe was celebrated in 
them. This agreeable jocoſe young 
man, acted as an interpreter on all oc- 
caſions, and had made himſelf a favou- 
rite among the natives. 

About this time Captain Wilſon in- 
timated a wiſh to his officers and crew, 
that they would agree to a few days 
being ſpent in navigating round the 
ſhores 
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ſhores of this cluſter of iſlands, where 
they had ſpent ſo many weeks with a 
degree of comfort and ſatisfaction, far 
ſurpaſſing their moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions. He told them they were the 
firſt Europeans who had hitherto viſt- 
ted them, and as human nature was 
here to be ſeen in an attire, ſhe had ne- 
ver aſſumed, ſo far as he had heard, it 
would be acceptable to their Employers, 
and a ſervice to mankind, to ſpend ſome 
little time in viſiting the other iſlands 


at which they had not yet touched; h? 


ſaid that Abba Thulle would chearfully 
give them all the aſſiſtance in his pow- 
er, and it was a taſk which could eaſi- 
ly be overtaken. But however plauſi- 
ble the ſcheme, it was approved by 
none—the fear of being engaged in ho- 
ſtilities with ſome of thoſe iſlands to 
which they were ſtrangers ; the danger 
of encountering ſea ſtorms in ſmall ca- 
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noes; and above all, the protracting 

the anxiouſly expected hour when they 

ſhould again ſet fail for their native 

country, determined them al: to en- 

treat the Captain to lay aſide the ſcheme; 
which he accordingly did. 

Meanwhile the veſlel advanced apace, 
and a conſultation was held, to fix on 
the ſafeſt method of launching her, I e. 
which was agreed to be lay ways. il 6 
They had neither pitch nor roſin to pay I er 
her with; this want, neceſſity, the mo- m 
| 8 ther of invention, taught them to ſupply I 21 
= by burning coral ſtone into a lime; I ar 
then ſifting it thoroughly, they mixed 
it up with greaſe, and found in it an 
excellent ſuccedaneum. 


Sa &a wwe. 


——ñ;?ꝝ 3•êſ＋ß«ns .. 


Tu Reader will not have followed 
his countrymen thus far, and ſeen Pro- 
vidence reſcuing them from the jaws 


ro- 
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of death, and foſtering them in theſe 
to us unknown regions, without feel- 
ing his heart warmed in no common 
degree to the friendly iſlanders, by 
whom they were protected; yet it is 
now neceſſary to unfold a ſcene on the 
part of the Engliſh, which without 


well weighing the accompanying cir- 


cumſtances, he will be ready to cen« 
ſure as ungrateful, ungenerous, and 
cruel, Inſtances of ſuch noble ſenti- 


ments of liberality, uncontrouled by * 


art or intereſt, and continued ſo long 


are ſo very rare even in civilized na- 


tions, that the minds of ſeveral of the 
Engliſh were ready to take alarm at the 
ſmalleſt accident, leſt all this overflow 
of kindneſs, ſhould only be to lull them 
in ſecurity, till they ſhould in the firſt 
place ſerve their own ends by them, 
and then more effectually cut them off 
A meſſage from the King at this time, 
O informing 
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informing that he propoſed paying 
them a viſit in a few days, and remain- 
ing with them till their departure, gave 
the firſt alarm; but on Tueſday No- 
vember the 4th, two canoes being ob- 
ſerved off the harbour, towards night, 
and neither of them coming in, it 
was inſtantly concluded that they 
were ſpies, and that the natives, con 
ſcious of the value of their aid in bat- 
tle, intended to prevent their depar- 
ture. Every precaution was therefore 
made for a vigorous defence, in ſpite 
of the eloquence of Captain Wilſon, 
who inſiſted that it was a degree of in- 
Juſtice to entertain even a ſuſpicion of 
a people ſo hoſpitable, and a prince ſo 
generous and condeſcending. He ri- 
diculed the idea of defence, ſuppoſing 
the natives really meant to detain them, 
as the ammunition was nearly expend- 


ed, and the natives could ſo eaſily cut 
off 
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off their freſh water. Theſe and ma- 
ny other arguments equally forcible 
availed nothing; it was determined 
that every one ſhould be on his guard; 
that the ſwivels and ſix pounder ſhould 
be loaded with grape ſhot, the ſmall 
arms charged with ball, and the car- 
touch boxes loaded with cartridges, 
and leſt they might be overpowered 
with numbers, it was agreed to ſingle 
out the chiefs for the bayonet or muſ- 
quet, with a view to diſmay and diſ- 
perſe the multitude, There 1s not one 
circumſtance in all this narrative, which 
is more diſagreeable to relate, than what 
common fidelity requires to be now 
mentioned ; that the amiable and 
princely Abba Thulle, the humane, 
benevolent Raa Kook, and the jocoſe, 
entertaining and warm hearted Arra 
Kooker, were to have been the firſt 


victims of this phrenzy ; not that the 
O 2 Engliſh 


ment, every principle of honour. 
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Engliſh were deadened to every ſenſe 


of honour, gratitude, and generoſity ; 


but when the precious cup of hberty 
was now almoſt at their lips; the dread 
of its being yet wrenched from them, 


however groundleſs the idea, wrought 


ſo powerfully as to abſorbe, for a mo- 


Happy are we to ſay, it was but for a 
little time, that theſe ungenerous ſen- 
timents prevailed : the reflection of a 
night greatly moderated them, and by 


morning light, there were none of the 


company who did not feel, in ſome de- 
gree, the force of what Captain Wilſon 
had alledged the preceding night ; yea 
many among them bluſhed at the ap- 
pearance they had made to one another, 
diſcovering the weakneſs of human 
nature, when ſtruggling between the 
hopes of returning to their native 

country 
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country, and the dread of perpetual de- 
tention. 

Agreeable to a previous promiſe he 
had made to the King, Captain Wil- 
ſon diſpatched the jolly boat to Pelew, 
on the morning of the 6th of Novem- 
ber, under the direction of Mr Sharp 
and Mr Matthias Wilſon, who carried 
along with them; all the iron and tools 
they could ſpare. They were deſired 
to inform Abba Thulle, that until the 
veſſel was completely finiſhed, they 
could not ſpare him the muſquets, nor 
any more tools, but in the mean time, 
they hoped to have the pleaſure of a vi- 
fit from him, as they expected to be 
ready to fail in a few days; they were 
alſo defired to expreſs in the warmeſt 
manner, the high ſenſe the Engliſh en- 
tertained of the unbounded kindneſs 
they had received, which they were de- 
termined publicly to declare on their 

O 3 return 
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return to Britain. While Captain Wil- 
ſon was talking with his ambaſladors 
about this meflage, Madan Blanchard 
entered the apartment in queſt of ſome 
tools he wanted; and immediately took 
the opportunity of defiring Tom Roſe, 
who was to be of the party, to inform 
the King that he was determined to 
ſtay behind and reſide at Pelew; upon 
the Captain ridiculing his meſſage, he 
folemnly declared that he would not 
embark with them. Many attempts 
were made to convince him of ths im- 
propriety of ſuch a ſtep, but all in vain; 
mean time, the Captain ordered that 
this circumſtance ſhould not be men- 
tioned at preſent, and the boat depart- 
ed. By Captain Wilſon's defire, Blan- 
chard's companions uſed every argu- 
ment in their power to divert him from 
a ſcheme ſo very imprudent in every 
point of view ; but he informed them 

his 


h 
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his mind was reſolved. The idea of 
deſerting his comrades ſuggeſted itſelf 
on his return from the firſt expedition 
againſt Artingall, and he then menti- 
oned it; at the ſame time adding, that 
he would cheerfully join in their daily 
labours, with the ſame diligence and 
perſeverance as any of them; but that 
he had reſolved to end his days at Pe- 
lew, without again encountering the 
conflicting elements at ſea, Having 
formed no particular connection with 
any females, they looked upon him as 
in jeſt, but he never altered his reſolu- 

tion. | 
Next day the boat returned from Pe- 
lew, having in company, the King, his 
young favourite daughter, Raa Kook 
and ſeveral chiefs of diſtinction; they 
had been impeded by a ſtorm ; and as 
was formerly noticed, though theſe 
people go perfectly naked, and fre- 
quently 
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quently bathe, they fly to ſhelter from 
a ſtorm of rain, with the eagerneſs of 
an Engliſh Beau, to preſerve a new or 
faſhionable coat. The Engliſhmen in 
the pinnace fell in with the Pelew com- 


pany in their canoes during the ſtorm, | 


and accompanied them to the iſland of 
- Pethoull, where they ſpent the night 
together. The ladies who were of 
the party, expreſſed not a little diſap- 
pointment in being obliged to halt a 
night by the way, as they were very 
impatient to ſee the launch at Oroo- 
long. They ſupped together very 
cheerfully, when there was again op- 
portunity of remarking, that no one 
preſumed to eat till the monarch had 
pronounced the word Munga, that 1s 
Eat, upon which a fignal is given to 
the attendants without, when all begin 
to eat together, Each one's ſhare was 


portioned out on a plantain leaf, which 
ſerved 
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ſerved for a plate; though on great oc- 


caſions they uſe a ſort of diſh made of 


tortoiſe-ſhell, and others of earthen- 
ware and wood; they cut their meat 
with a knife made of ſplit bamboo, 

with which they carve very decently. 
Meſſ. Sharp and Wilſon now pre- 
ſented the King with the iron tools, 
which were very graciouſly received, 
they explained the method of uſing 
them, to which Raa Kook paid par- 
ticular attention; the Malay took this 
opportunity of hinting, that the Eng- 
liſh. had not ſent the muſquets they 
had promiſed ; to this Raa Kook with 
great indignation in his countenance, 
replied, that they had ſent all they had 
promiſed to ſend, previous to their de- 
parture, of which they had given due 
notice; that this inſinuation, was like 
the former, whereby he had nearly ef- 
fected a difference between them: the 
diſcredit 


Fd 
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diſcredit which this behaviour brought 
upon the Malay, not with Raa Kook 
only, but all the chiefs, quite diſcon- 
certed him, and he retired in confu- 
ſton, 

The order in which the company 
ſat during this night's entertainment, 
is worthy notice. The houſe in which 
they were was in one large apartment, 
torches were lighted, and ſtuck in be- 
twixt the boards of the floor, in a line 
through the centre of the room ; and 
the company ſat in rows with their 
backs to the light, 

When ready to retire for reſt, the 
ſervants brought in the mats, and fires 
being lighted to defend from the mul- 
quitoes, the torches were extinguiſhed, 
and all was filence. This however was 
interrupted about two or three in the 
morning by the arrival of a meſſenger, 
who was introduced to the King. This 

| they 


L 
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ht they afterwards learned was a meſſage 
k from ſome of the neighbouring iſlands 
n- enquiring the time of the departure of | 
a. che Engliſh. The method which Ab- 4 
ba Thulle uſed to ſend his anſwer, is 
ny very noticeable, he took a ſtring, and 
at, put as many Knots upon it as there 
ch were days to the time. This enquiry 
at, Nat firſt founded rather diſagreeable to 
be- the Engliſh, but it afterwards proved 
ne to be a freſh inſtance of their kindneſs, 
nd as they only withed to know, for the 
-ir purpoſe of contributing to their ſea 
ſtore. 
he Next morning proved calm, and 
res ſl they ſet fail; the King and daughter, 
11. © Raa Kook and another chief, went with 
ed, I the Engliſh in the pinnace ; a ſudden 
„as {quall ariſing nearly overſet moſt of 
he che canoes, but the pinnace, ſailed ve- 
er, ry eaſily to the great ſatisfaction of 
his Abba Thulle, who was mightily pleaſed 
ey | to 
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to hear that Captain Wilfon propoſed 
leaving her with him. 

Immediately on his arrival, Abba 
Thulle ordered his men to proceed in 


painting the veſſel, which they did, 


Raa Kook aſſiſted himſelf in the opera- 
tion, under the immediate direction of 
the King. The ſtern was the place 
which he decorated with all his art; 
in particular he was at pains with two 
circles, ſome ornaments, hanging from 
them, the particular intention of which 
the Engliſh never diſcovered. In the 
afternoon, the ſhip was lowered off the 
blocks upon the ways; but being too 
much over to one ſide, was ſwept with 
a rope, and to bouſe her over, a tackle 
got upon it. The King attentive to 


their proceedings fetched a long pole, 


to apply as a lever to heave the veſſel 


over; but, on a hint being given that it 


was wrong, he deſiſted; ſhe was eaſily 
got 
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got upon the ways, and every thing be- 


ing ready, the next morning was ap- 
pointed for the important launch. The 
King now ſat down near the ſcene of 
buſtle; and after a ſhort converſation 
with his brother and the chiefs, order- 
ed it to be ſignified to Captain Wilſon, 
that 1t was his requeſt he would change 
the name of the ſhip to that of the O- 
roolong, in remembrance of the iſland, 
and the people. A ready concurrence 
being univerſally given, the good prince 
appeared more-than commonly happy. 
The Captain being told that Blanchard 


was coming to offer himſelf to the Pe- 


lew King, determined to make a merit 
of neceſſity, and therefore ſignified to 
Abba Thulle, that as a retura for the 
hoſpitality with which the Engliſh had 
been treated, they would leave one of 
their comrades with him, as a perpetu- 
al reſidenter, who was qualified to ma- 
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nage the great guns and other things, 
beyond their comprehenſion. The idea 
was by no means thrown away ; the 

King was gratified beyond meaſure, 
This night Blanchard ſpent with the 
King, and was well entertained. He 
promiſed to make him a Rupack, to 
give him a houſe and plantations, and 
allow him two wives. All the crew re- 
gretted much to part with Blanchard ; 
his agreeable behaviour made him be- 
loved by his companions, who loſt no 
opportunity to ſpeak in his behalf to the 
natives. This reſolution of his, howe- 
ver, was inexplicable ; as it is difficult to 
conjecture what motives could urge him 
to forſake that claſs of mankind among 
whom he had hitherto lived, and be 
ſeparated from them perhaps for ever. 
As Abba Thulle, Raa Kook and the 
natives in general, confidered his re- 
maining among them as a very great 
compliment, 


THE ANTELOPE. I71 


compliment, they were - reſolved to 
make him happy ; and there 1s great 
probability, he now lives among them 
in a ſituation not only comfortable but 
reſpectable. Meantime the reader pro- 
bably looks forward with anxiety to the 
return of theſe, ſhips, which it is ex- 
pected have ere this, paid a viſit to 
theſe iſlands, in hopes of hearing ſome- 
what concerning the future fortunes of 
this young man. He was only about 

twenty years of age when left there. 
Abba Thulle defired Captain Wilſon 
and his officers to point out to him a 
proper ſpot about the cove, where he 
meanttoplantſomecocoa-nutsand yams, 
for the refreſhment of the Engliſh on 
their next viſit. This was done accor- 
dingly, and it was obſerved, that upon 
the grain being put in the ground, the 
perſon planting muttered a few words 
to himſelf, An attempt was alſo made 
T2 to 
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to launch the veſſel this afternoon but 
in vain. 

We come now to contemplate a ſcene 
peculiarly intereſting. Next morning 


(Sunday the gth of October) the Eng- 


liſh proceeded before day-break to make 


ready for the launch; it need ſcarcely 
be mentioned, that uncommon pains 
were taken to put every thing in the 
moſt favourable train for getting her 
afloat. About ſeven the King and at- 
tendants were deſired to be preſent, and 
in a little time the veſſel was agreeably 


launched, to the general joy of. every 


ſpectator. Never was there a more af- 
fectingly happy ſcene. Every eye 
ſeemed to ſparkle with a luſtre borrow- 
ed for the occaſion, —Every counte- 
nance looked animating joy and heart- 
felt ſatisfaction ; but few among them 
could utter their feelings: looks of 
congratulation circulated around, while 
07 63 every 


lile 
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every one {hook his neighbour's hand 
with warmeſt fervour. Home, wives, 
parents, children, friends—all—all— 
ſeemed as within graſp—but deſcrip- 
tion is unequal to this taſk. Lt not 
however the behaviour of their Pelew 
friends be forgotten; 1n their joy which 
was alſo unbounded, real philanthropy 
was to be ſeen— They ſaw by this oc- 
currence, thoſe friends whom they va- 
lued about to leave them ; thoſe friends 
by whom they had been ſo much be- 
nefited, and from whom they had learn- 
ed ſo much but they ſaw them happy 
—they knew their whole comfort de- 
pended upon the ſucceſs of this event, 
and therefore their benevolent hearts 
participated in the general joy. 

After a very happy breakfaſt indeed, 
they proceeded to carry every thang a- 
board with all poſſible expedition, and 
in the afternoon, the flood tide coming 
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in, the ſhip was hauled into the baſon, 


a deep place of four or five fathom wa- 


ter; and in the courſe of the day, they 
got on board all the proviſions, ſtores, 
&c. ſuch only excepted as were to be 
given in preſents to the King; and in 
the morning took on board their an- 
chors, cables, and other neceſſaries, 
making bitfs, and fitting a rail acroſs 
the ſtern of the veſſel. 

Abba Thulle being now eat the wa- 
tering- place, ſent for Captain Wilſon 
to attend him; on whoſe arrival it was 
intimated to him, that the Rupacks 
had determined to inveſt him with the 


order of the BoNE, and to create him 


a Rupack of the firſt rank; an honour 
which Captain Wilſon ſaid, he conſi- 
dered in a very flattering point of 


view, and would receive with much 


joy. We ſhall mention this ceremony 
of inveſting with the Bone with ſome 
minuteneſs, 
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minuteneſs, as it is a diſtinction never 


obtained without the moſt unequivocal 


pretenſions to merit, in the field, in 
the council, or'in domeſtic life ; and is 
eſteemed a ſupreme felicity by the diſ- 
tinguiſhed candidate. Some may be 
ready to ſmile, and ridicule the ſimpli- 
city with which theſe children of na- 
ture, ſtamp this ſimple ceremony with 
ſo much conſequence; but it were hap- 
py for European nations, if their marks 
of honour were as carefully conferred, 
and as ſurely indicated true merit in 
the poſſeſſor. The glaring ceremony 


with which the order of the Star and 


Garter or the dignity of a Peerage is 
conferred in Britain, does not convey 
more honourable ſentiments of the di- 
ſtinguiſhed object to the beholders, than 
this ſimple unadorned badge of honour 
does at Pelew; nay there, perhaps it 
may be juſtly ſaid, the proſpect of the 
: BONE, 
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Bows, excites more emulation, inſpires % 
greater courage, and more frequently Id 
promotes virtue and commands reſpect, I c] 
than the embroidered ſtar or tinſelled I 5; 
ribbon do in Britain. ir 
The King and Rupacks having reti- I 
red to the ſhade of ſorne trees, they en- 
quired at Captain Wilſon of which arm Nat 
he made moft general uſe, which ha- ne 
ving found to be the right, they took w 
a circular bone, prepared for the pur- | ſe 
poſe, through which, with a good deal to 
of trouble they compreſſed his hand; Wl K 
after it had been fairly paſſed over the 
joints of the hand, and fixed on the 
wriſt, the King addreſſed him nearly 
as follows. © You are now inveſted with 
qu highef# mark of honour, and this Bone, 
the fignal of it, you will carefully keep as 
bright as poſſible, rubbing it every day; 
this high mark of dignity muſt always be 
W defended, ror ſuffered to be wreſied m- 
fron 
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from you but with your life,” He was 
then complimented by his brother 
chiefs, on being admitred into their 
order; and the inferior natives, flock- 
ing round, ſhouted aloud to the Englees 
Rupack, 

Monday the 1oth, the old dwellings 
at the cove were cleared, and all the 
neceſſaries carried on board. The 
wondering natives ſo thronged the veſ- 
ſe], that they were obliged to complain 
to Raa Kook, who got orders from the 
King, that none but Rupacks, ſhould 
go on board; but that the multitude 
might obſerve her, at ſome little dif- 
tance in their canoes, As ſoon as the 
ſails were bent, they took her to the weſt 
fide of the iſland, and moored her in fix 
fathom water. An immenſe concourſe 
of natives followed in their canoes, hal- 
looing and ſhooting in a moſt joyous 
manner, The King's two brothers ac- 

companied 
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companied them, who repeatedly call- I v 
ed to their people to be minute in ob- f. 
ſerving the management of the ſhip; Ih 
as if, at ſome period, they expected to 
have one of their own. After this the I , 
Captain went on ſhore to the King, 


who was waiting for him at Oroolong. er 
Abba Thulle now reſumed the ſubject I ui 
of ſending two of his people to Eng- Ie 
land: he told the Captain, by means I f 


of the interpreter, that he had the hap- I 
pineſs of being much reſpected by all Hof 
his ſubjects, not only as being ſuperior I ge 
in rank, but in mental capacity ; but 
notwithſtanding, he had often felt his 
own inſignificance, in ſeeing the mean- 
eſt Engliſhman, exerciſe talents of 
which he had no conception; and had 
therefore reſolved to part with his 
youngeſt ſon, Lee Boo, who ſhould, in 
company with one of the Malays, as 
an attendant, be entruſted to Captain 

f Wilſon's 
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- I Wilſon's care, that he might be inſtruc- 
ob- ted in ſuch ſciences as would tend, on 
'P3 I his return, to advance the proſperity 
of the people, and reflect honour on 
che the royal family. This youth, he ſaid, 
NS, if was of a mild, pliable temper, and an 
"5 enemy to every kind of vice; he was 
under the care of an old man who li- 
Ns” ved at ſome diſtance, but had orders 
to be at Oroolong in the morning. 
ap- Captain Wilſon replied, that this mark 
all of his regard and eſteem affeted him 
107 deeply, and he ſhould ever think of his 
but ¶ confidence with pride; he aſſured Ab- 
ba Thalle, that any perſon belonging 
to Pelew would meet with attention 
of ¶ from him, but the ſon of the man to 
had whom he had been ſo much indebted, 
his he held himſelf engaged by every tie, 
in d treat with the ſame tenderneſs as his 
own ſon, © 
Nor 
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Nor were theſe the only perſons who 
wiſhed to accompany the Englith ; for 
ſome time an uncommon gloom had 
obſcured Raa Kook's chearful counte- 
nance, which ſeemed to increaſe as the 
hour approached when he was to part 
with his beloved Engleet. It was after- 
wards diſcovered, that ſo great was his 
attachment to the Engliſh, that he had 
aſked permiſſion of his brother, the 
King, to accompany them home ; this 
however could not be granted, as Abba 
Thulle reminded him, he was next to 
him in command, and in caſe of death 
his ſucceſſor; that therefore it would be 
exceedingly imprudent in him to at- 


tempt it. A nephew of the King's at 


ſame time made application to the ſame 
purpole ; it was his brother who was 
fam at Artingall as before-mentioned. 
This young man urged his ſuit to, Cap- 
tain Wilſon with great importunity, 

but 
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but the Captain declined till he had 
obtained permiſſion from his uncle. 
Captain Wilſon converſed Abba Thul- 
le on the ſubject; he replied, that the 
young man was unworthy of his pro- 
tection, having rendered himſelf diſa- 
greeable throughout the iſland. At the 
ſame time, the young man appearirig to 
plead his own cauſe, the King ſternly 
addreſſed him nearly to the following 
purport, © You are undutiful to your 
aged mother, and though you have deſer- 
ving wives, you uſe them ill, Your vile 
conduct has been publicly expoſed, and now 
ybu-'awould fly from the refulting- ſhame ! 
Remain where you are ; be e of your 
conduct, and reform. 

Abba Thulle now e! hinted a 
requeſt to Captain Wilſon, that before 
he ſet ſail, he would ſail round in his 
new veſſel to Pelew; he particularly 
mentioned that many aged people there 


Q had 
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had never yet ſeen their veſſel, &c. and 
were very anxious to do ſo; he ſaid it 
would not detain them long, and be 
very agreeahle to all his people. The 
Captain at once concei ved that this pro- 
poſal would be very diſagreeable to his 
men, and perhaps revive their former 
ſuſpicions, he therefore ſuggeſted ſuch 
objections as ſatisfied the King that 
the ſtep would be improper. 

The weather and wind appearing fa- 
vorable, the Captain informed Abba 
Thulle, that they purpoſed ſailing the 
next day. This very much diſtreſſed 
him; we have formerly mentioned the 
embaſſy which had been ſent him at 

Pethoull, in anſwer to which he had 
ſent word that the day following that 
now mentioned by the Captain, was 
the day the Engliſh meant to fail, in 
conſequence of which. all the neigh- 
bouripg Rupacks were to come to O- 


roolong 
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roolong the next night to furniſh them 
with proviſions, and bid them farewel. 
This information determined the Cap- 
tain ſtill more to ſet ſail in the fore- 
noon, as the number of canoes to be ex- 
pected, would greatly incommode them, 
he therefore apologiſed in the beſt man- 
ner he could to the King, who appearcd 
greatly diſappointed. He then begged 
that the Captain and officers would 
dine with him and his brothers on 
ſhore, With this they cheerfully com- 
plied, and after dinner Arra Kooker fo 
patherically begged for the favourite 
dog, of which he had become exceſſively 
fond, that they could not reſiſt his ſoli- 
citations, though it would prove a par- 
ticular regret among the failors. But 
the general's intention was far other- 
wiſe employed, he was already building 
a ſhip in imagination; and to realize 
his deſign, wiſhed them to leave their 

Q 2 launching 
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launching ways, ſaying he would go 
to work on the ſame place. The King 
had laughed at the inſignificance of 
Arra Kooker's requeſt of the dog ; but 
the ſubject of ſhip-building caught his 
moſt ſerious attention; it was of na- 
tional importance, and of courſe de- 
manded the patronage of a good prince. 
In the midſt of their diſcourſe a battle 
on board the ſhip between two ſailors, 
called for the preſence of the Captain: 
the damage proved no greater than a 
bloody noſe, which being ſettled, Mr 
Wilſon again returned. When the 
circumſtance was explained to the King, 
he obſerved that there were no doubt 
bad men in all countries, The, Eng- 
liſh permiſſion was aſked, and obtain- 
ed, to hoiſt an Engliſh pendant on a 
tree near the cove, with an inſcription 
as follows, on copper, to be placed on 
another tree adjacent: 
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Taz HonovuraBit 
Enciisr Easr Int Comrany's Sm 
THE ANTELOPE, 
Har Witson, Comand, 

Was loft upon the Reef north of this Iffand, 

In the Nigkt between the gth and roth of Auguſtz 
Who here built a Veſſel, 

And failed from hence the 12th of November 1783. 


Captain Wilſon explained the pur- 
port of this infeription to Abba Thul- 
le who was greatly pleaſed with it; and 
havng explained it to his people, he aſ- 
ſured the Engliſh, that it ſhould care- 
fully ſtand there in remembrance of 
their viſitors. | 

The converſation this day was prin- 
cipally confined to the approaching fe- 
paration. * When you are gone, faid 
the King, I much dread chat the Ar- 
tingalls will redouble their attempts a- 
gainſt me; and deprived of your aid, I 
ſhall pr:.+25!y feel the effects of that 
anim vy have always had to- 
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wards my people; and having no more 
the Engliſh to ſupport · me, I will not 
be match for them, unleſs you leave 
the few muſquets you promiſed me.“ 
The Captain was quite ſatisfied to com- 
ply with the requeſt immediately ; but 
moſt of the officers who ſtill had ap- 
prehenſrons, were unwilling to give up 
the arms till the laſt moment ; that un- 
Jucky ſuſpicion which had ſo ungene- 
rouſly taken poſſeſſion of them, had 
been ſo rivetted in their minds, that it 
was not eaſily diſlodged. It is ne- 
ceſſary however, not to condemn our 
countrymen too haſtily; they had been 
accuſtomed to ſee roguery ſo generally, 
and ſo ſcientifically practiſed, that diſ- 
truſt and ſuſpicion are naturally inſtil- 
Jed among the firſt principles of educa- 
tion; and it was no®ealy for them to 
conceive, that the ſame ſpecies ſhould 
be ſo very different even at oppolite 
_ Guarter's 
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quarters of the globe; but here they 
ſaw, the open undiſguiſed actions of 
nature, knowing no deceit and dread- 
ing none. 

Abba Thulle was too quick Gelted 
not to obſerve their diſtruſt; and it is not 
eaſy to expreſs the agitation which la- 
boured in his : breaſt, on finding that 
doubts were harboured of his ſincerity. 
„Why,“ ſaid he, © ſhould you diſtruſt 
me? I never refuſed you my. confi- 
dence, If my. intentions had been 
hoſtile, you would have known it long 
ago, being entirely in my power: but 
on the contrary, you have had my ut- 


moſt aſſiſtance; and yet at the very laſt 


you ſuſpect me of bad deſigns! The 


_ earneſtneſs' of his manner, ſpoke his 


feelings more than his words ; hor need 
it be doubted, tha: a little recollection 
brought the bluſh: into the countenan- 


ces of thoſe whom he addreſſed. Ihe 
man 
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man who had uniformly behaved with 
ſuch diſintereſted, unſuſpecting bene- 
volence—the man who freely commit- 
ted his own ſon to their care, to be 
doubted within a few hoars of their 
parting, was a ſtab, which the fenſi- 
bility of Abba Thulle could not fup- 
port: the ſeverity and truth of his re- 
proach, and the noble dignity with 
which he ſupported himſelf, brought 
the daring thought of butchering him 
and his brothers to view, and gave a 
moſt captivatmg picture of the mild, 
yet forcible triumph of virtue. They 
found themfelves guilty, and faw evi- 
dently that virtue will flourith in what- 
ever ſoil ſhe is implanted. Without 
further heſitation, they fent on board 
for all the arms that could be ſpared ; 
and on the boat's return preſented him 
with five muſquets, five cutlaſſes, more 
than half a barrel of gun powder and 
| flints 
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flints - and ball in proportion. Once 
more harmony was reſtored, and the 
generous Abba Thulle forgot, or ſeem- 
ed to forget, the cruelty of their ſuſpi- 
cions. 

The King's ſecond ſon, Lee Boo, ar- 
rived in the evening from Pelew, un- 
der the care of his elder brother: Ab- 


ba Thulle preſented him to the Captain, 


and then to the officers; he advanced 
in ſo eaſy and polite a manner, having 
much good humour and forcible ex- 
preſſion in his aſpect, that every one 
was prepoſſeſſed in his favour. As it was 
now getting dark, the officers went on 
board, leaving the Captain behind, at 
the King's requeſt. Next day Mr Wil- 
ſon informed them, that neither he, the 
King, nor the Rupacks, enjoyed much 
reſt; the affectionate father employing 
the moments in giving advice to his 
ſon, and in recommending him to the 

| Care 
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care of the Captain; not, however, 
from the ſmalleſt fear that he would be 
ill- treated: I would wiſh you,” ſaid 
he, © to ſhew my ſon every thing that 
is uſeful, and make him an Engliſh. 
man. The fine things he will ſee may 
probably induce him to ſlip away from 
you, in ſearch of lefs confined gratifi- 
cation; but I beg that you will con- 
trive to calm and ſubdue the raſhnefs 
and impetuoſity of his youth. I well 


know from the different countries 


he muſt paſs through, that he will 
be liable to dangers, and even to diſ- 
eaſes that we never heard of, which 
may kill him; but I alſo know, that 
death is the common lot; and whether 
he dies with you, or at Pelew, is of no 
moment. I know you are a man of 
humanity ; and am therefore confident 
that if my ſon be fick, you will look 
on him with kindneſs. But ſhould 
that 
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that happen, which your utmaſt care 
cannot prevent, let it not deter you or 
your brother, or any of your country- 
men, from returning; for I ſhall re- 
joice at the ſight.” The Captain aſſu- 
red the King, that he might reſt ſatis- 
fied of the care and affection with which 
his ſon would be treated. —Before Mr 
Wilſon came on board, he-admonithed 
Blanchard (the man who had reſolved 
to renounge his country) as to his con- 
duct among the natives; he deſired 
him to be watchful of the arms and 
ammunition that would be left behind, 
that they might defend themſelves from 
their enemies; he begged him not to 
20 naked, like the natives, as it might 
leſſen his importance with them as an, 
Engliſhmen, and countenance an evi- 
dent indecency-; and that he might 
have no excuſe from the want of cloaths, 
all that could: be ſpared was left him ; 1n 


order 
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order, alſo, that if he accepted the King's 
offer of wives, he might be enabled to 
dreſs them ſomewhat after his own cu- 
ſtom. The Captain did not forget to 
enforee on him the abſolute neceſſity 
of continuing his religious duties, and 
to be particular in keeping Sunday on 
Sabbath. After this, he was requeſted 
to aſk any favour that might tend to 
his future comfort; on which he beg- 
ged to have one of the ſhip's compaſſes, 
and the maſts, ſails, and oars belong- 
ing to the pinnace, which alſo was in- 
tended to be left behind. 

Wedneſday morning early, an Eng- 
liſh jack was hoiſted at the maſt-head 
of the Oroolong, and a ſwivel fired as 
à ſignal for ſailing; which being ex- 
plained to the King, he ordered all the 
proviſions on board, which he had 
brought for our voyage. A great num- 
ber of canoes ſurrounded the veſſel, 

24.2.9 loaded 
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loaded with oreſcnts, ſo that it was with 


difficulty they could avoid being over- 


ſtocked. When juſt ready for ſea, a 
boat was ſent on ſhore for the Captain, 
who then took Blanchard and the men 
of the boat, into a temporary hut that 
had been erected ; and, making them 


kneel, offered up thankſgivings to that 


Power who had ſupported their faint- 
ing ſpirits through ſo many hazards 
and toils, and had at laſt opened to 
them the door of deliverance, He re- 
peated his advice to Blanchard, earneſt- 
ly begging him not to forget his reli- 

gion. | 
When Lee Boo came to the watering- 
place, there were ſent with him three or 
four dozen of a very fine fruit, ſimi- 
lar to the Engliſh apple; it is of a fine 
crimſon colour and oblong ſhape : this 
is a very rare fruit at Pelew, though 
there are plenty of them in the differ- 
ES ent 
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ent South Sea Iſlands. One of them 
was given to evefy officer, and the re- 
mainder kept for Lee Boo. 

About eight o'clock, the Captain 
went on board, attended by Abba 
Thulle, Lee Boo, the Rupacks and 
Blanchard. It being doubtful as the 
veſſel was heavily laden with proviſion, 
whether, ſhe would be able to get o- 
ver the reef, it was reſolved to land the 
two fix pounders and leave the jolly 
boat behind, as they had nothing 
wherewith to repair her, and ſhe was 
almoſt worn out; in her room Abba 
Thulle was at great pains to procure 
them a proper canoe. 

Captain Wilſon had recommended 
Mr Sharp the ſurgeon to Lee Boo as 
His Sucalic or friend, and the young 
man ftuck by him, with the greateſt 
attention, attending him to whatever 


part of the veſſel he moved, as his 
Mentor 
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Mentor on all occaſions. Blanchard 
now got into his pinnace, in order to 
take the veſſel in tow, and parted from 
his old ſhip-mates with as much com- 
poſure, as if they were to meet again af- 
ter a ſhort abſence; he ſhook hands 
with them with the ſame indifference, 
as if they were about to ſail down the 
Thames on a coaſting voyage —a fri- 
king contraſt to what followed ! 

The veſſel now proceeded towards 
the reef, deeply laden with Abba Thul- 
le's bounty to a degree of ſuperfluity, 
and ſurrounded by great numbers of 
the natives in their canoes, who had 
every man brought his preſent, for 
their good friends the Englces—What a 
luxurious ſight to a feeling heart ! 
There was no room for them, yet eve- 
ry one exclaimed, only this from me, on- 
ly this from me, and if refuſed, they re- 
peated their requeſts with ſupplicating 

R 2 countenances 
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countenances and tears in their eyes, 
Indeed their generoſity and affection 
were ſo urgent, that a few trifles from 
the neareſt of them were accepted; while 
the others, unable to bear the ſeeming 
neglect, paddled a-head, and put their 
little preſents in the pinnace, not know- 
ing that ſhe was again to return to the 
ſhore. Several canoes went before the 
veſſel to point out the ſafeſt track; and 
others were waiting at the reef, to ſhew 
them the deepeſt water : from all theſe 
precautions, which were directed by the 
King, the reef was fortunately cleared 
without any accident, The King now 
came along-ſide, and gave Lee Boo his 
bleſſing, which the youth received with 
great reſpect and tenderneſs: he next 
embraced the Captain, in much appa- 
rent diſtreſs, and then cordially ſhook 
hands with all the officers, crying 
* You are happy becauſe you are going 

2 home, 
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home, and I am happy becauſe you are 


lo; but ſtill very unhappy at your go- 


3 


ing away.” Once more renewing this 
aſſurances of regard and good will, he 


left the veſfel, and went into has canoe. 
The natives who were to return with 


the King, looked up to the veſſel eagerly, 
with the moſt expreſſive countenances, 
and half diſſolved in tears. This proof 
of delicate ſenſibility, and of proved 
affection, operated ſo ſtrongly on the 
feelings of all aboard, that it was with 
much difficulty they ſummoned reſo- 
lution enough to give three cheers at 
their final departure. Raa Kook re- 
mained, with a few of his attendants, 
to ſee them out of danger beyond the 
reef; but was ſo highly dejected, that 
the veſlel had gone a great way before 
he thought of ſummoning his canoes 
to return. As he had been their firſt 
friend, the Captain gave him a brace 

„ of 
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of piſtols, and a cartouch-box with 
cartridges: and the moment of ſepara- 
tion being now come, he appeared ſo 
much affected, that it was ſome time 
before he could ſpeak; pointing to his 
heart, he ſaid it was there he felt the 


pain of bidding them adieu. He en- 


deavoured to converſe with Lee Boo, 
his nephew ; but being unable to pro- 
ceed, he precipitately went into the 
boat, and giving them an expreſſive 
glance, as if his mind was convulſed, 
he inſtantly dropped a-ſtern ; and thus 
terminated our connection with the na- 
tives of Pelew, after a reſidence among 
them from Sunday the 1oth of Auguſt 
1783, to Wedneſday the 1:th of No- 
vember following. 

It may not be unſeaſonable, while 
the amiable behaviour of theſe two 
reſpectable characters, Abba Thul- 
le and Raa Kook, is freſh in the recol- 


lection 
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lection of the reader, to make a few ge- 
neral obſervations on their different 
characters. 

Never was a prince more formed to 
attract and retain the love and admira- 
tion of his ſubjects than Abba Thulle; 
his appearance majeſtic, he command- 
ed with authority ; while his affability 
and eaſy acceſs, rendered him a ſemi- 
deity, to all his ſubjects. In one of 
his councils, there was as much (we 
had almoſt ſaid more) reſpect paid to 
his naked unadorned perſon, as to a 
European potentate, amidſt all his trap- 
pings and pageantry, from the ſur- 
rounding ſycophants. His nice ho- 
nour and quick feelings were very diſ- 
cernible on many occaſions; never was 
there a reproof more delicate and yet 
more poignant, than what he gave the 
Engliſh on occaſion of the late affair 
with the muſquets, He was far from 

one 
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one of thoſe harmleſs nothbings, who hurt 
nobody becauſe they have not a ſenſe 
of injuries; while the warmth and ſen- 
ſibility of his heart won the love of all 
around him, his dignity of manner, 
and propriety of conduct taught them 
to approach him with reſpect. He 
poſſeſſed a contemplating mind, and 
few objects came within his obſer vati- 
on, without . being attentively conſide- 
red. The proſperity of his ſubjects, 
was the principal object with him. It 
was this led him to part with his ſon 
Lee Boo, whom he tenderly loved 
For this he was at ſo much pains in 
examining every thing about the Eng- 
liſh, that might be ſerviceable to his 
people—in fine, his whole attention 
was engaged in forming and executing 
plans for the good of the nation and 
individuals. In domeſtic life he ſhone 
remarkably, and took a particular 
charge 
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charge of all his own relations; the 
miſbehaviour of his nephew, at which 
we have already hinted, ſeemed to give 
him the greateſt pain; while as the huſ- 
band and parent, his heart ſeemed a- 

wake to every finer feeling which a- 
dorns humanity. | 

Accident only has made him ac- 
quainted with a few of the reſt of 
mankind ; and that accident he conſi- 
dered as the happieſt of his life; we 
may perhaps never hear of him again, 
but judging from what 1s already 
known, he may juſtly be conſidered 
as one of the beſt of men and of 
kings, 

His brother Raa Kook was a prince 
of ſo univerſally engaging demeanor, 
and whoſe every action expreſled ſome- 
thing ſo truly valuable, that Engliſh- 
men or natives equally admired him. 


He was 1o much a friend to the Eng- 
lib, 
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liſh, that it may be ſuſpected their ac- 
count of him is partial; therefore little 


Mall here be ſaid, and that little not ex- 


aggerated. | 
His natural temper was cheerful and 
_ pleaſant, though without that mimic- 
ry and humour for which his brother 
Arra Kooker was remarkable; at the 
fame time he was far from averſe to a 
gaod hearty laugh when a proper oc- 
eaſion offered. As commander in chief, 
be was beloved by them all: he diſ- 
penſed his orders calmly and ſmoothly, 
but would not tolerate neglect. No 
man better underſtood the neceſſity of 
ſtrict diſcipline; ſo that while he en- 
couraged his inferiors to uſe all be- 
coming freedom with him, he kept 
them at that proper diſtance, which is 
the true key to cheerful obedience, In 
principles of honour, he was by no 
means inferior to his brother; and 
not 
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not only wiſhed that the Engliſh ſhould 
hold bim in an honourable point of 
view, but all the nation; thus it was, 
that he could not bear the leaſt idea of 
pilfering among them, for, as former- 
ly mentioned, if any thing was amiſ- 
ſing, Raa Rook ſoon difcovered and 
puniſhed the delinquent. One day, a 
chief Rupack ſought a eutlaſs from 
Captain Wilſon in his hearing; the 
frown inſtantly appeared, nor would 
he ſuffer it to be given him. He was 
exceedingly delicate in receiving fa- 
vours himſelf; and though from his 
particular diſpoſition in enquiring af- 
ter cauſes and effects, many things a- 
bout the Engliſh were very highly pri- 
zed by him, he was particularly atten- 
tive, that nothing ſhould betray any 
deſire for what he thought might not 
be proper to be given. The reader has 
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already ſeen, his agreeable deportment 


In 
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in his family ; even to a degree which 
many in this age of diſhpation and 
ſtoiciſm might reckon filly ; but let it 
be noticed, that though the finer feel- 
ings ſhone in the natives of Pelew, to 
a length many in Britain would call 
efteminate—yet in fatigue, pain, dif- 
treſs and death, they appeared as he- 
roes indeed. 

Before we proceed to mention the 
future fortunes of our navigators, the 
following chapter 1s introduced to men- 
- tion ſuch obſervations on the manners 
and cuſtoms of theſe amiable people, as 
are thought intereſting, 


CHAP, 


AP, 
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CunaAP VL 


General Deſcription of the Iſlands—ProduQions—Na- 
tives—Dreſs Diſpoſitions - Manners— Religion 
Marriages - Cuſtoms - General Character Govern- 
ment Precedency, &c. 


AS the Antelope was not a veſſel fit- 
ted out for diſcovery, and furniſhed 
with ſcientific gentlemen, qualified for 
making many philoſophic obſervations, 
the naturaliſt, or philoſopher, muſt 
wait the iſſue of more particular diſco- 
veries and enquiries, Men diſtreſſed 
with the dread of perpetual exile, and 
whoſe attention was almoſt wholly oc- 
cupied about their deliverance, were 
not the perſons for tracing- nature ac- 
curately in her various appearances and 
effects. 

The Pelew Iſlands, or as ſome call 
them the Palos Iſlands, are ſituated be- 
tween 130? and 1306? of caſt longitude 
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from London, and 5 and 9? north lati- 
tude. They are long and narrow, lying 
in north and eaſt direction. They are 
plentifully covered with wood of vari- 
ous kinds; ſuch as the Cabbage Tree, 
Ebony, and a ſpecies of the Manchineel, 
the ſap of which, when it touches the 
Kin, occaſions an immediate ſwelling 
and bliſtering; this was the tree, which 
they conſidered as unlucky. But their 
three moſt remarkable trees, we in Bri- 
tain are totally ſtrangers to; one is a 
very pretty tree, and upon boring a 
hole in it, a thick ſubſtance like cream 
diſtills from it: another is very like a 
cherry tree in its manner of branching; 
it has a very thin cover, which is not 
properly a bark, being as cloſe in the 
texture as the inner wood, which is ve- 
ry hard; none of the Engliſh tools 
could ſtand to work it: in colour it is 


very like, though ſtill prettier than ma- 
hogany, 
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hogany : the laſt is like an almond tree, 
the natives call it carambolla. Beetle- 
nuts, yams, cocoa-nuts and bread- fruit, 
are their ſtaple articles of livelihood, a- 
bout which they are principally con- 
cerned; and a few oranges, lemons and 
the jamboo apple (thoſe brought to Lee 
Boo on 'his departure) are their deli- 
cates. They have no grain. The 
iſlands are in general well cultivated, 
as the natives ſpare no pains; all their 
labour conſiſts in fiſhing and the 


cultivation of their grounds. Every 


man had his own piece of ground ſo 
long as he inclined to dwell there; but 
if he left it for another, it returned to 
the King, as chief proprietor, who be- 
ſtowed it on the next that applied for 
it, One thing was very diſcernible, 
that every man had his own canoe, 
which he kept ſacred. 

8 2 It 
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It has already been mentioned, that 


there are no quadrupeds on the iſland, 
except rats. Birds of different kinds 
were obſerved flying about, ſome of 
them very beautiful, but the greater part 
of them are thoſe which are known by 
the name of tropic birds. Whether 
from their peculiar kinds, or the echo- 
ing in the wood, is not eaſily determi- 
ned, but the Engliſh were ready to 
think their notes had a very peculiar 
melody; one in particular, was un- 
commonly ſweet, but though the ſound 
appeared quite at hand, none of the 
birds could be noticed. But we muſt 
not omit to mention, that the Engliſh 
have probably taught them a leſſon 
which may be of great ſervice to them; 
the iſlands abounded with common 
cocks and hens, which the natives con- 
ſidered as a very uſeleſs animal, and 
therefore took no pains about them, 

; but 
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but left them to wander wild through 
the woods ; at times they would have 
eaten their eggs, provided they were 
to their taſte, that 1s, not freſh or late- 
ly laid; but if containing an imperfect 
chicken, they were delicious. They 
were now however taught to eat the 
fleſh of the fowls, which they ſoon 
found to be a very palatable food. 

Few parts of the globe are ſo well 
ſupplied with fiſh of all kinds, parti- 
cularly mullets, crabs, oyſters, muſcles, 
&c. but the fiſh moſt eſteemed among 
them is the ſhark, the greater part of 
which they reckon delicious. Several 
kinds of ſhell fiſh, they eat quite raw, in 
preference to dreiled, They have few 
freſh-water fiſh, as there are no rivers 
on the iſlands, only a few pools and 
ſmall ſprings, &c. Their method of 
preſerving their fiſh, has been already 
noticed ; they have no falt, and have 

8 3 little 
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little conception of ſauce or ſeaſoning 
to any thing they eat. Sometimes they 
boiled both fiſh and vegetables in ſalt- 
water, but this was no improvement; 
but when they eat any thing raw, they 
ſqueeze a little orange or lemon juice 
upon it. 

They get up betimes in the morning, 
and their firſt work is to bathe. There 
are particular places appointed for this; 
and a man dares not approach the wo- 
men's bathing places, without previ- 
ouſly giving a particular halloo, of 
which, if no notice is taken, he may 
proceed, but if they halloo in return, 
he muſt immediately retire. They 
breakfaſt about eight, and proceed to 
public buſineſs or any other employ- 
ment till noon, when they dine; they 
ſup about ſun- ſet, and very ſoon after 
retire to reſt. 


The 
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The reader will have obſerved fre- 
quent mention is made of ſweetmeats 
in this narrative, a more particular ac- 
count of which may be proper. They 
had various ſorts; one was prepared 
by ſcraping the kernel of the cocoa- 
nut into a pulp, and then mixing it 
up with orange juice and ſweet drink. 
This ſweet drink is a compoſition of 
the juice of ſweet canes, which the 
iſland produces plentifully. This mix- 
ture they generally ſimmered over a 
ſlow fire, which when warm they made 
up into lumps ; it ſoon turned ſo hard 
that a knife would ſcarce cut it. This 
the Engliſh called Choak-dog, but the 
natives called it Woolell. Another 
ſort is made up of the fruit of the tree 
juſt mentioned like the almond tree; 
and on one occaſion they preſented 
Captain Wilſon with ſome liquid ſweet 

meats, 
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meats, which they prepare from a root 
ſomewhat ſimilar to our turnips, 

The natives are in general ſtout, 
well made and athletic ; many of them 
appeared to be uncommonly ſtrong; 
they are in general about the middle 
ſize, and univerſally of one tinge as to 
colour, not wholly black, hut a very 
deep copper colour, The men have 
their left ear bored, and the women 
both ; they wore a particular leaf, and 
at times an ornament of ſhell in the 
perforated ear. Their noſes are alſo 
ornamented, by a flower or {ſweet ſhrub, 
Auck through the cartilage between 
the noſtrils. This cuſtom is not pecu- 
liar to Pelew, but is found in many 
eaſtern nations, and probably proceeds 
from their great defire for ſweet ſcents 
and though at firſt it appeared rather 
diſagrecable, from want of uſe, it is 
certainly a more pleaſant and becoming 
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refreſhment to the noſe, than the uſe 
of tobacco either by ſnuffing or plug- 
ging. Their teeth we have already 
mentioned are died black ; but the Eng- 
liſh could never learn the method it 
was done, nor more about it than that 
it was accompliſhed by means of ſome 
herbs when young, and the operation 
was very painful, The tatooing the 
body is alſo done in youth, though not 
altogether in childhood, The only ap- 
pearance of any thing like dreſs among 
theſe natives is in the female ſex, who 
in general wear a piece of mat, or the 
huſks of cocoa-nut died, about nine or 
ten inches deep, round their wailt; - 
ſome of theſe aprons are very neatly 
made, and ornamented with beads, &c. 
Abba Thulle's daughter Erre Beſs, gave 
Henry Wilſon a preſent of a very neat 


one to carry to his little ſiſter. 
It 
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It has in general been granted, that 
mankind however ignorant and ſavage, 
are {till poſſeſſed of conſcience, and the 
internal knowledge of a certain ſome- 
thing, their ſuperior, to which they are 
accountable ; nor has any claſs of men 
yet been diſcovered who have not ſome 
outward rite or ceremony whereby this 
knowledge is expreſſed. However ſu- 
perſtitious, enthuſiaſtical, or fooliſh 
their different modes of worſhip may 
appear, to thoſe who have been bleſt 
with revelation, nay, however, much 
we may be puzzled to inveſtigate a 
cauſe, to which the ſingularity of 

ſome of their religious rites are to be 
- attributed, yet {till the exiſtence of one 
Great Firſt Cauſe or ruling Deity has 
been acknowledged, not in word only, 
but by ſome outward ceremony or 
rite, To deny that any ſuch cuſtom 
exiſts at Pelew, and yet that they ac- 
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knowledge a Superior Power, may be 
conſidered raſh, yet, from the moſt at- 
tentive obſervations and enquiries the 
Engliſh could make, they have reaſon 


to believe, that is the caſe. Neither 


place, time nor circumſtance, could be 
obſerved as pointing to any worſhip or 
religious rite; nor could the Engliſh 
collect any thing from their converſa- 
tion, though particularly queſtioned 
on the ſubject, from which they could 
diſcover their ideas concerning the God 
of nature. The moſt probable con- 
jecture is, that the inward monitor, at 
which we have juſt been hinting, leads 
them to think of ſome directing chance, 


good and bad, without any perciſe 


idea further. 

In order that the reader may ſome- 
how be enabled to judge for himſelf in 
this particular, he may recollect the 
following circumſtances already menti- 

oned 
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oned—The unlucky wood which Abba 
Thulle mentioned to Captain Wilſon 
Raa Kook's behaviour in the old 
woman's houſe with the nuts, &c. af- 
ter his ſon's funeral—and the mutter- 
ing which took place on ſeveral occaſi- 
ons, mentioned through the preceding 
ſheets. It was very clear, that they 


had ſome ſtrong fixed idea of Divinati- 


on; when Lee Boo ſet out to ſea, he 
was for ſeveral days uncommonly ſick; 
and he then told Mr Sharp, he was 
ſure his father and friends were very 
forry for him, for they knew what he 
underwent, He was prepoſſeſſed with 
the ſame idea when dying, as we will 
ſoon have occaſion to mention. In- 
deed, on one occaſion, while in Britain, 
he ſeemed to intimate that they under- 
- ſtood the ſpirit exiſted even after death; 
as upon occaſion of Captain Wilſon's 
informing him the intention of going 


co 


SS UY 8c ws 


2 T . 
[ / 
1 — 

— 


% — 


THE ANTELOPE, 217 


to church, being to reform men's lives, 
and that they might go to heaven, he 


replied, that at Pelew, bad men ſtay 


on earth, and good men grow very 


beautiful and aſcend into the ſky. 
When Mr Barker fell from the fide of 


the veſſel, the natives ſaid it was owing 
to the wnlucky wood being in the veſſel; 
and upon ſeveral other occaſions ſeem- 
ed to hint at the effects of a ſuperior 
power. One particular mode of divi- 
nation was obſerved, and conſidered to 
be peculiar to the King, as none but 
he uſed it. They have a plant, not 
unlike eur bulruſh, by ſplitting the 
leaves of which and applying to the 
middle finger, he judged of the ſucceſs 
of any occurrence of moment; before 
the firſt expedition to Artingall, it was 
noticed that the anſwer was very fa- 
vourable, but when about to ſet fail 
on the ſecond, the oracle did not ap- 
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pear altogether ſo agreeable; Abba fa 
Thulle therefore would not ſuffer them 
to enter their canoes, until he had twiſt E. 
ed his leaves, till as he thought they I in 
appeared more favourable, On this . 
ſubject we ſhall only further add, that I 
the reſpectful attentive filence of the Ie 
natives, while the Engliſh were at wor- ty 
ſhip, ſeemed to indicate, that although 50 
they knew nothing of any religious x. 
forms of worſhip, yet they were not for 
inſenſible of the exiſtence of one Great ty 
Supreme Cauſe, who rewarded and pu- I not 
niſhed according as deeds ſhould me- the 
rit; and hence that ſtrong ſenſe of pro- ¶ fer 
priety, juſtice and delicacy, which pro- to! 
duced among them the ſtricteſt mora- I ve. 
lity. coll 

The general character of theſe na- din 
tives of Pelew is now pretty well im- 
printed on the reader's mind, a very 


few additional obſervations are there- 
fore 
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fore neceſſary. Humanity is the pro- 
minent feature in the picture; the 
Engliſh were caſt upon their territories, 
in a ſtate the moſt helpleſs that can 


well be conceived; twenty ſeven men, 


without even common neceſſaries of 
life, entirely dependent on their boun- 
ty; fed, ſupported, aſſiſted in their la- 
bours, and every thing done for them 
that was in their power. Let us only 


for a moment conſider the hourly boun- 


ty which was poured in upon them, 


not of their uſeleſs provender, but, as 


the Engliſh had many occaſions to ob- 
ſerve, their beſt proviſions were given 
to their ſtrangers, while many perhaps 
were ſcanty enough at home. Only re- 
collect the parting ſcene—ſee the crow- 
ding canoes holding out preſents, not 
the diſtant effects of complaiſance, but 
the warm effuſions of philanthropy !— 
Could oſtentation, pride, or the hope 
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of retribution influence them ? by no 
means—it was kindneſs to men they 
never expected to ſee again. 

Their native politeneſs was conſtantly 
obſervable ; poſſeſſing a degree of curi- 
oſity, beyond any of the South-ſea na- 
tives, they never knowingly intruded 
when it was inconvenient; in them it 
was evident that good manners are the 
natural reſult of good ſenſe. The at- 
tention paid by the men of Pelew to 
their wives, was very uncommon in 


moſt parts of the world; and even a 


Britiſh huſband might at times get a 
leſſon. Their marriages ſeemed to con- 
fiſt in a ſerious ſolemn contract without 
any formal ceremony, but they are 
ſtrictly faithful to one another; and the 
utmoſt decency of behaviour is uni- 
 formly ſupported. A huſband never 
ſleeps with his wife when pregnant, but 
during that period the greateſt atten- 
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tion is paid to her, in order that ſhe 
may be kept eaſy. A plurality of wives 

is allowed, though they generally con- 

fine themſelves to two, a Rupack three, 

and the King five: they name the chil- 

dren ſoon after born, without any ce- 
remony. One of Abba Thulle's wives 

bore him a ſon while the Engliſh were i 
there, which he named Captain, to the Ut 
memory of Captain Wilſon. They are | 

| far from being naturally laſcivious, 1 
| and the utmoſt decency is preſerved 1 
among the natives; one of the ſailors 1 
endeavoured to pay his addreſſes to a ii 
female, but was rebuffed in a manner N | 
that prevented any further attempts. V1 
They are in general an active, labo- [+ 
rious ſet of people, poſlefling the great- a 
eſt reſolution in caſes of danger, pa- 
r | tience under misfortunes, and reſigna- 
t tion at their death. Except a few Ru- 
packs there was little ſubordination bf Ni 
n T 3 rank, | "1 
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rank, (and of that we will ſpeak pre- 
ſently) conſequently their employ- 
ments were pretty much the ſame; 
fencing their plantations, planting their 
yams, making hatchets, building hou- 
ſes and canoes, mending and preparing 
fiſhing tackle, forming darts and war- 
like weapons with domeſtic utenfils, and 
burning chinam, may be ſaid to com- 
priſe the whole round of their employ- 
ments. Thoſe who had a particular 
turn for mechanical operations or a- 
ny uncommon pieces of work, they cal- 
led Tackelbys ; it was to them the King 
1o often gave particular orders to ob- 
ſerve the building of the Schooner. 
Idleneſs was tolerated in none; the 
women were as laborious as the men, 
and the King and Rupacks were as 
much employed as any. Abba Thulle 
was the beſt maker of hatchets in the 
3ſland; and generally; laboured at them 

when 
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ha diſengaged from affairs of ſtate ; 
they had no idea of unemployed time, 
and therefore it is, that without the pro- 
per tools for finiſhing a fine piece of 
work, practice had taught them, even 
with their coarſe implements, to exe- 
cute, what a Britiſh Artiſt, could not 
have conceived practicable. Their mats, 
baſkets and ornaments are ſo curiouſly 
wrought, that when their ſimple tools 
are conſidered, the ingenuity is more 
to be admired, than much ſuperior pro- 
ductions executed under the advanta- 
ges which European mechanics enjoy. 

That equality of ſtation which ap- 
peared evidently among them, and ig- 
norance of thoſe luxuries which ci- 


vilization intruduces, proved no in- 


conſiderable ſource of happineſs to 
them; the one prevented that ambi- 
tion which is often ſo deſtructive to ſo- 
ciety, and the other thoſe cares which 


Fe affluence 
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affluence awakens. In all the connec- 
tion which the Engliſh had with them, 
robbery or rapine were never named 
among them; nature it is true, al- 
lowed them little, but that little they 
enjoyed with content. Human nature 
here ſhone in moſt amiable colours; 
men appeared as brethren ; uninformed 
and unenlightened, they graſped at 
nothing more than competency and 
Health ; linked togetber as in one com- 
mon cauſe, they mutually ſupported 
each other; courteous, affable, gentle 
and humane, their little ſtate was ce- 


mented in bonds of harmony ;——but 


'a ſhort account of their government 
'may be proper. | 
Abba Thulle, the King was the chief 
perſon in the ſtate, and all the homage 
of royalty was accordingly paid to his 
perſon. He was fupreme in the great- 
er part of the iflands which came wi- 
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thin the obſervation of the Engliſh; but 
Artingall, Pelelew, Emungs and Emelle- 
gree appeared to be independent, tho 
from any thing that could be obſerved 
or learned, their form of Government 
was ſimilar. The general mode of ma- 
king obeiſance to the King, was by 
putting their hands behind them and 
bowing towards the ground ; and this 
cuſtom prevailed not only when paſling 
him in the ſtreets or fields, but when 
they paſſed the houſe in which they 
ſuppoſed him to be. His carriage and 
demeanour was ſtately and dignified, 
and he ſupported his ſtation very be- 
comingly. He devoted the forenoon 
to public buſineſs, and decided every 
matter of ſtate by a council of Rupacks. 
They aſſembled in a ſquare pavement 
1n the open. air, the King being remar- 
kable from being placed in the centre, 
on. a ſtone of larger ſize than thoſe of 

the 
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the Rupacks. They ſeemed to deliver 
their minds with freedom, as matters 
occurred; and the aſſembly was diſſol- 
ved by the King riſing up. The after- 
noon was devoted to receiving petitions, 
hearing requeſts, and deciding contro- 
verſies; theſe it may eaſily be ſuppoſed 
ſeldom occurred, for as their property 
was ſmall and of little value; and as there 
were no lawyers nor their emiſſaries 
to foment diſputes, the proper barriers 
of right and wrong were eaſily defined. fu 


S Op gg &T „ 00 -Þ 


Wrangles and fighting ſeldom happen- By 
ed, for even a diſpute 'between child- | 
ren was checked by a ſevere frown, K 
and their impetuoſity bridled. When | © 
any real injury was done by any one ſer 
to his neighbour, it was a pleaſing yo 


fight to ſee how juſtice was adminiſte- 
” red; their laws were the ſimple dic- 
tates of conſcience as to right and wrong 

| between 
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between man and man; no rhetoric or 
enticing. words of wiſdom were em- 
ployed to maſk vice under the cloak of 
virtue; none of theſe ſubterfuges could 
be employed whereby fraud and op- 
preſſion could be ſcreened.; oaths were 
unknown, and the fimple dictates of 
truth directed the judge; nor were there 
any puniſhment of a corporeal kind; 
being convicted of injuring a neighbour 
was to them more galling and diſgrace- 
ful, than any pillory yet invented by 


Britiſh ingenuity. 


Meſſages were tranſmitted to the 
King with great ceremony; the meſ- 
ſenger never was admitted into the pre- 
ſence, but delivered it to an inferior 
Rupack, who delivered the meſſage to 
the King, and brought his anſwer. 

The. General was next in authority 
to the King, and acted for him in his 


to 
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to attend when needed, and had the 
chief command of all the forces ; tho' 
it was obſerved, that in actual engage- 
ment, when the King was preſent he 
himſelf officiated. The General ſuc- 
ceeded the King in caſe of his death, 
and on his demiſe, Arra Kooker; when 
the ſovereignty would again revert to 
Abba Thulle's eldeſt ſon, then Lee Boo 
and ſo on. The King had always an 
attendant, who though not ſo high in 
office as the General, was more con- 
ſtantly about his perſon. He was 
conſidered as the principal Miniſ- 
ter, and a man of judgment; he ne- 
ver bore arms, nor went on the war- 
hke expeditions. It' was remarked 
that he had only one wife, and never 
invited any of the Engliſh to his houſe, 
The Rupacks were very numerous, 
and conſidered in the ſame light as the 
nobility arc in Britain. They were of 

different 
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different orders, diſtinguiſhable by the 
ſize and quality of the Bone, of which 
Captain Wilſon belonged to the high- 
eſt rank. They all attended the King 
on command, every one bringing with 
him, a certain number of dependants, 
with their canoes, ſpears and darts. 
The reader will be apt here to trace a 
ſimilitude to the feudal ſyſtem; but as 
the knowledge the Engliſh acquired of 
theſe matters was very ſuperficial, no- 
thing very concluſive can be aſcertain- 
ed, Theſe and many other matters 
muſt be left for time to develope; all 
that can be ſaid further at preſent is, 
that whatever was their preciſe mode 
of government, it was wonderfully a- 
dapted for the people. All the iſlands 
appeared populous, but the number is 
not eaſily conjectured. There were four 
thouſand active men in the expedition 
againſt Pelelew, and it was evident, 

U many 
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many more were left at home, not he- 


ing needed. 

The method they took for building 
houſes, was very ingenious. They rai- 
fed them three feet from the ground, 
inorder toprevent damp; this ſpace they 
filled up with ſolid ſtone and overlaid 


with thick plank as a floor. The walls 


were built of wood, very cloſely inter- 
woven with bamboos and palm leaves, 
ſo that no cold nor wet could poſhbly 
come through; the roof was pointed in 
the ſame manner as village houſes are 
in this country. Their windows come 
down on a level with the floor, an- 
ſwering. for doors alſo; and have a 
ſort of ſhutters, which they fill up the 
chaſm with, when neceſſary; their 
fires are kindled in the centre of the 
room (for all the houſe is in one room) 
the fire place being ſunk lower than 


che floor, with no timber below it, the 
whole 
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whole ſpace being filled up with ſmall 
ſtones, &c. Their houſes for public 
meetings are about 70 feet long, but 
the common dwelling houſes do not 
exceed forty. 

Their ſpears have already been merki- 
oned, it is thought only neceſſary to add 
concerning them, that they were barb- 
ed tranſverſely, ſo that if once they were 
ſtuck in the fleſh, it was impoſſible to 
extract them. One of their moſt effec- 
tive weapons in war is the dart and 
ling; the darts are thrown by means 
of an inſtrument, not unlike what is 
called a croſs-bow in this country; 
upon a ſtrong ſtraight piece of wood 
the dart is laid, and onꝰ one end of the 
wood is fixed an elaſtic piece of bam- 
boo, by compreſſing which with great- 
er or leſs force, they throw the dart 
to the diſtance of ſifty or ſixty feet as 
they incline; it is aſtoniſhing how ex- 
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actly they can direct this weapon, and 
the diſtance at which it proves mortal, 
They have daggers about thirteen in- 
ches in length, which are made of 
bones of fiſh; and ſome of the Ru- 
packs had alſo a kind of ſword, made 
of very hard wood and inlaid with 
ſhells, | 
Their canoes are admirable work- 
manſhip ; they are made of the trunks 
of large trees, in the ſame manner with 


thoſe throughout the South-ſeas, but 


with ſurpriſing neatneſs ; they orna- 
ment them with ſhells and paint them 
red. It nas already been mentioned, 
that the natives painted the Schooner 
for the Engliſh, and as their method 
is peculiar, it may be proper to men- 
tion it. They take the red ochre and 
crumble it down among water, then 
ſoak it for ſome time over a ſlow fire; 


when it is brought to the neceſlary 
| cConſiſtence, 
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eonſiſtence, they rub it on the wood, 
while warm; when dry, they varniſh 
it with cocoa-nut oil, which gives it a 
poliſh that no water can efface. Their 
canoes are of different ſizes, but the 
largeſt will not carry more than thirty 
people ; the common ones, from five to 
ten. They ufe fails made of matting, 
which are by no means capable to en- 
counter a rough ſea, they therefore 
keep as near the ſhore as poſſible. The 
natives row with great ability, inſo- 
much, that the canoes made purpoſely 
for ſwift ſailing, ſeem ſcarcely to touch 
the water, moving with a velocity un- 
known to our boatmen; their dexteri- 
ty in handling the oars is admirable, 
when on viſits of ceremony, they flou- 
riſh their paddles with great addreſs 
and exact order. Their domeſtic 1m- 
plements are few in number and very 
ſimple; they are the evident produc- 
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tions of neceſlity, well calculated to 
anſwer the ends intended, without 
much ornament. Their little baſkets 
which they always carry about with 
them, are among their neateſt pieces 
of workmanſhip; in them they carry 
their nuts, knife, ſtring, and any other 
little article they may need for the 
work about which they are employed. 
They are alſohung up around the walls 
of their houſes for ornament and uſe. 
Their knives are made of ſhells which 
they ſharpen to ſuch an edge as fully 
anſwers all common purpoſes. 

Their fiſhing hooks were ingeni- 
ouſly formed of tortoiſe-ſhell, and 
their combs of the orange tree; the 
mats on which they ſlept, and thoſe 
with which they were covered when 
aſleep, were formed of the huſks of co- 
coa-nuts. They have a number of veſ- 


ſels made of carthen ware, for purpo- 


ſes 
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ſes of cookery; they ſtand the heat ex- 
ceedingly well, 1f heated by degrees, 
of which the natives are very careful, 
Their ſtrings, cords, and filhing-nets 
are all manufactured from the huſks of 
cocoa-nuts, Their drinking cups are 
made of cocoa-ſhells, which they po- 
liſh with great art. But the hatchets 
are the moſt uncommon weapons; the 
blade is made of a very ſtrong ſpecies 
of cockle, which they call Kima Cockle, 
ground to a ſharp edge; they were ve- 
ry anxious however for iron to ſubſti- 
tute in its room. Some of their hatch- 
ets were made with moveable heads, 
with -which they could anſwer the 


principal purpoſes of an adze; ſo that 


though their tools were not remarkable 
for beauty or convenience, yet the Eng- 
liſh were often ſurpriſed with what fa- 
cility they cut down the largeſt trees 
with them. | 
Their 
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Their articles for ornament were far 
from numerous ; the King had a very 
fine tureen, ſomewhat in ſhape of a 
bird, and finely ornamented with va- 
rious devices, very neatly cut out upon 
it, this he made a preſent of to Captain 
Wilſon; it held about 36 Engliſh 
quarts. The tortoi ſe- ſhell they wrought 
into various little diſhes, ſpoons, trays 
and other veſſels; the ſhell they have 
in theſe iflands is of a very beautiful 
kind, but their manner of working it, 
the Engliſh could never get an oppor- 
tunity of obſerving. 

The torches they uſe have been fre- 
quently mentioned; they ſeemed to be 
a roſin mixed with ſmall pieces of a 
particular ſpecies of wood, which burns 
well; they have a clear licht, 1 an 
agreeable ſmell. 

Having now recapitulated ſuch ob- 
ſervations as the Engliſh had opportu- 
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nity to make during their ſhort reſi- 
dence among them, it may not be im- 
proper to glance a little at ſuch parts of 
their conduct as ſeem to diſagree with 
that ſtrong humanity and urbanity 
which have been uniformly repreſented 
as diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics in theſe 
natives of Pelew. Several inſtances 
have been givenof their nobleprinciples 
not being confined to their intercourſe 
with one another, but that to their e- 
nemies, they behave with a degree of 
generoſity totally unknown among nine 
tenths of mankind, Where is the na- 
tion that ſcorns to attack their enemy 
unſeen or by night? What people ſend 


_ embaſſies to herald their approach? 


But it may be aſked, how can it be ac- 
counted for, that theſe friends of hu- 
manity, {hould ſo wantonly take away 
the lives of their fellow creatures, 
when captivated in battle: An anſwer 
to 
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to this has already been attempted; the 
practice has but very lately taken place, 
and 1s the reſult of what they imagin- 
ed to be political neceſſity, They conſi- 
dered a captive as a moſt dangerous 
perſon among them ; no priſons, nor 
public works to employ them in, ſo 
that had they not put them to death, 
they would have been very troubleſome 
companions. 

The reader may alſo have noticed in 
the courſe of the narration, an inclina- 
tion to pilfer, perhaps inconſiſtent with 
that character of integrity we have 
been juſt mentioning. The circum- 
ſtances however ſhould be carefully 
weighed; a nail, or bit of old iron, 
was to them a precious jewel; and the 
commonalty had almoſt no opportunity 
of getting any, except in the way of 
picking them up when they accidental- 
ly fell in their way; they very ſeldom 

took 
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took any thing of conſequence, except 
when the temptation was ſo peculiarly 
ſingular that even the rigidly virtuous 
would eaſily find an excuſe for it; it 
may well be ſaid, © that they muſt 
have been more than men, had they 
acted leſs like men. Virtuous in the 
extreme that country would be deemed 
where the conſcience of no individual, 
in the cool moments of reflection, could 
upbraid him with a heavier tranſgreſ- 
ſion, than applying to his own uſe a 
bit of iron that lay before him.“ 


CAHARP. VII. 


Paſſage to Macao Proceed to Canton and Embark for 
England - Anecdotes of Lee Boo—His Diſtreſs and 
Death.— 


THE Engliſh were now once more 


on the way to all they held dear, 
and 
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and having wiped away the tear of a 


friehdly farewel, proceeded on their 


voyage with chearfulneſs ; the firſt two 
days the weather proved very tolerable ; 
the wind varied from E. to S. E. 

The principal perſon that will figure 
in the few following pages, is the high- 
ly valued Prince Lee Boo, a youth of 
the moſt remarkable abilities, and in 
whoſe hiſtory every reader muſt feel 
intereſted. He had thrown himſelf 
freely into the protection of ſtrangers, 
deſerting his native country, his friends, 
his all, truſting to the honour of a 
handful of men of whoſe exiſtence he 
had but a few weeks before been utter- 
ly ignorant. For a few days he ſuffer- 
ed exceſſively from ſea ſickneſs, in 
which fituation he could eat nothing, 
but was quite ſunk in his ſpirits ; this 
however wore off when he appeared to 


be eaſy and contented. Captain Wil- 


ſon 
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fon now inſtructed him as to decency 
in his appearance, and deſired he would 
dreſs as they did; he did fo, but ſoon 
threw off the coat and jacket as inſup- 
portably cumberſome ; but ſtill retain- 
ed the trowſers, as decency required, 
and would never afterwards part with 
them ; indeed, as they began gradual- 
ly to advance into a colder climate, he 
ſoon reſumed the coat and jacket alſo. 
His notions of delicacy from what 
had been told him, and what he obſer- 
ved among the Engliſh, gradually in- 
creaſed, ſo that he would not ſo much 
as change any part of his dreſs unleſs 
when by himſelf, He continued to 
waſh himſelf ſeveral times a day, and 
kept his clothes and every thing Es 
his perſon very clean, 

Sunday the 16th they kept a ſort of 
mn cam to God for their deliver- 


X ance, 
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ance, for which it may be ſafely ſaid, 
they were all very grateful. They now 
alſo diſcovered a ſmall leak in the veſ- 
ſel, which they found it impoſſible 
wholly to ſtop, they therefore employ- 
ed two men conſtantly at the pump, 
which kept it under. Lee Boo was 
greatly diſcouraged at loſing ſight of 
land, a circumſtance which had not 
previouſly occurred to him. From 
the 18th to the 25th of November, they 
had variable and diſagreeable weather, 
heavy ſqualls, accompanied with thun- 
der and lightning. On the 25th they 
came in fight of the Baſhee Iſlands to 
the great joy of Lee Boo, who was hap- 
Py once more, with at leaſt adiſtant ſight 
of terra firma. On the 26th they ſaw 
the iſland of Formoſa, bearing N. E.; 
the 27th and 28th, the weather being 
favourable, they fell in with ſeveral Chi- 

neſe 
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neſe fiſhing veſſels and ſmall craft, and 
on the 29th anchored near the high land 
called Aſſes Ears. Having here enga- 
ged a pilot to conduct them to Macao, 
they arrived there next day. Lee Boo 
was greatly aitoniſhed at the ſize of the 
Portugueſe ſhips in the Typa, calling 
out clow, clow, muc clow ! that 1s, large, 
large; very large! The Governor paid 
Captain Wilſon and his crew all man- 
ner of attention, and ſent plenty of 
proviſions of all kinds to the men on 
board the Oroolong, informing them 
at ſame time, that peace was now re- eſ- 
tabliſhed in Europe. Captain Wilſon, 
Lee Boo and the officers got lodgings 
appointed them on ſhore, except Mr 
Benger who took the command on 


board. An expreſs was immediately 


forwarded to the Company's /upra-car- 
goes at Canron, informing of their ar- 
rival and ſituation, 
| X 2 Mr 
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Mr M'Intyre an old acquaintance of 
Captain Wilſon's paid them uncommon 
attention, and inſiſted on their lodging 
in his houſe. He had a Portugueſe 
Gentleman in company with him, who 
invited them to his houſe on their way 
to Mr M'Intyre's, and that principally 
on Lee Boo's account, with whom he 
was greatly taken, and wiſhed to intro- 
duce him to his family. His houſe 
was therefore the firſt into which Lee 
Boo entered, and his ſurpriſe on enter- 
ing it cannot be eaſily deſcribed. The 
rooms, the furniture and ornaments, 
all ſeverally crowded ſo many new 
objects on his mind at once, that he 
was perfectly loſt in amazement; it 
was remarkable however, that amidſt 
all his confuſion, his behaviour was to 
the greateſt degree eaſy and polite; and 
as he obſerved that he occaſioned the 
ſame ſurpriſe in others that they did in 

| him, 
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f him, he very politely permitted them 
1 to examine his hands, deſcribed the 
3 tatooing, and appeared pleaſed with 
e the attention paid him. On their way 
0 to Mr M'Intyre's, Lee Boo diſplayed his 
y native benevolence very remarkably : 
y obſerving the poor Tartar women, 


e with their children tied to their backs, 
)- begging, he diſtributed all the oranges 
e and other things he had about him a- 
e mong them. 

[= When they reached Mr M'Intyre's 
\e it was late, ſo that the table was cover- 
8, ed for ſupper, and the room elegantly 
w illuminated; a new ſcene here burſt 
1e upon 'hun—the whole ſeemed to him 
it a ſcene of magic. It is impoſſible to 
bhi particularife every thing with which 
to he was remarkably faſcinated ; a large 
id mirror at the upper end of the room, 
he rivetted his attention-for a while ; he 


in | faw his complete perſon, and ſuppoſed 
m, „ 15 
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it to be ſomebody behind very like 
himſelf; he looked, laughed, and looked 
agam, not knowing what to think. In- 
deed the mirror had a ſurpriſing effect 
- on more than Lee Boo; the Engliſh- 
men had ſeen every one his neighbour's 
face, during all their diſtreſs, but no- 
body had ſeen his own; the hollow 
edged, long viſag'd appearance they 
now made, to what they formerly re- 
collected, caſt rather a melancholy im- 
preſhon upon their minds. Next day 
Lee Boo ſpent moſtly in examining Mr 
M'Intyre's houfe, in which he found 
abundance of new objects to ſurpriſe 
Him. The other Gentlemen in the 
mean time went about purchaſing ſuch 
little commodities as they ſtood in need 
of, and every one brought in ſome little 
trinket with him for Lee Boo; among 
the reſt, was a ſtring of large glaſs 
beads, which almoſt diſtracted the poor 

Ik Prince 


beads ; 
' where the utmoſt ambition can be 10 
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Prince with ſurpriſe and joy. He 
concerved himſelf poſſeſſed of greater 
treaſures than all the Pelew iſlands 
could afford; he run to Captain Wilſon 
enraptured with his property, and beg- 
ged that a ſmall Chineſe veſlel might 
be hired to tranſport them to Pelew, 
and defired his father might be inform- 
ed the Englees had carried him to a 


fine country, from whence he would 


ſoon ſend him other preſents ; at ſame 
time adding, that if the perſons Captain 
Wilſon ſhould employ, faithfully and 


expeditiouſly executed their truſt, he 


would reward them with two glaſs 
Happy ſtate of innocence, 


eaſily ſatisfied. 

While at Macao, Lee Boo had fre- 
quent opportunities of ſeeing people of 
different nations, but ſoon gave a deci- 
ded preference to the Engliſh, eſpeci- 

ally 
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ally the ladies. It has been already 
mentioned that there are no quadra- 
peds at the Pelew Iſlands, and that the 
Newfoundland dog left there, was the 
firſt of the ſpecies they had ſeen ;* they 
called him /a:lor, which name Lee Boo 
now applied to every quadruped he 
ſaw. Horſes were his great favourites, 
he called them cloꝛo /ailor or great ſailor; 
he would often go to the ſtable and 
ſtroke their mane and neck, and ſoon 
ventured to mount them. He intreat- 


ed Captain Wilſon to ſend a horſe to 


his uncle Raa Kock. 

In a few days Captain Wilſon recei- 
ved letters from Canton; the ſupra 
cargoes deſiring him to draw for what 
money he needed, and ordering the 
men to be ſupplied with every neceſſa- 
ry in abundance. The kindneſs ſhewn 
them on this occaſion by all ranks at 
Macao and Canton, all the officers and 

men 
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men ſpeak of in the warmeſt terms. 
Captain Wilſon, and his company took 
{hipping for Whampoa in the Walpole 
Captain Churchill, leaving Mr Benger 
to take care of the Oroolong, and dif- 
pole of her. In a few days they arri- 
ved at Canton, having been kept in ſpi- 
Tits all the way by Lee Boo, whoſe ad- 
miration at every new object and ſenſi- 


ble remarks, at ſame time, ſurpri- 


ſed all who had an opportunity of con- 
verſing him. He was greatly furpriſed 
at the various diſhes of meat, which he 
ſaw ſucceſſively ſet before them, alled- 
ging, that his father, though a King, 
was happy to ſerve himſelf with a few 
yams and cocoa-nuts ; while here, the 
Gentlemen had a great many different 
dainties, and ſervants attending them 
while they were cating. Obſerving a 
man drunk, he ſaid he would not 

drink 
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drink ſpirits, as it made him unlike 


a man, 

An inſtance of Lee Boo's ſtrong at- 
tachment to thoſe he knew, may be 
here mentioned, which will ſerve to 
point out this ſtriking feature not in 
his character only, but in all the na- 
tives of Pelew. One day while fitting 
at a window which looked towards the 
ſea, he obſerved a boat making towards 
ſhore, in which were Mr Benger and 
Mr M'Intyre, his joy was ſo great, that 
he did not take time to tell Captain 
Wilſon or any other in the room the 
cauſe of his emotion, but ſpringing 
from his ſeat, flew to the ſhore in a 
twinkling ; immediately on their land- 
ing he ſhook hands with them ſo hear- 
tily and with ſuch expreſſions of affec- 
tion, as won their warmeſt regard. 


They had diſpoſed of the ſchooner for 
| ſeven 
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ſeven hundred Spaniſh dollars, which 
was conſidered as a very good price. 
Lee Boo became an univerſal favou- 
rite wherever he appeared ; his agree- 
able good natured pleaſant behaviour, 
made him acceptable in every compa- 
ny. He one day very much ſurpriſed 
a company of gentlemen with his dexte- 
rity in throwing the dart; a party was 
formed to have a trial of ſkill in the 
factory hall; they hung up a gauze cage 
and a bird painted in the middle; they 
ſtood. at a good diſtance, and with 
much difficulty hit even the cage; 
when Lee Boo's turn came, he took 
up his ſpear very careleſsly, and with 
the greateſt eaſe, ſtruck the little bird 
through the head. He had one day 
an opportunity of ſeeing ſome blue 
glaſs, which greatly delighted him; it 
was a colour he had not before ſeen ; 
the gentleman in whoſe houſe it was, 
| made 
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made him a preſent of two jarrs of the 
ſame colour, which greatly delighted 
him; Ob! were it poſſible be exclaimed, 
that my friends at Pelexw could ſee them ! 
As the time was now near at hand 
when the company's ſhips would fail 
for England, Captain Wilſon laid be- 
fore his people an account of the pro- 
duce from the Oroolong, and other ar- 
ticles which had been ſold; and giving 
to every one an equitable ſhare, he ad- 
dreſſed the whole company nearly as 


follows: Gentlemen, the moment 


being now arrived when every one 
may to advantage follow his own in- 
clination, I cannot part with you, wi- 
thout teſtifying my approbation at the 
ſpirited, the judicious, and the manly 
conduct you have preſerved, amidſt 
our trying difficulties ; and be aſſured, 
that, on my arrival in England, I will 
repreſent you to the Company as en- 

| titled 
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titled to their particular regard, and I 
make no doubt but they will reward 
your toils.“ If mutual adverſity will 
reconcile the moſt inveterate enemies, 


ſurely the ſufferings of friends muſt ri- 
vet a more forcible affeQion ; and every 


one now preſent, appeared to feel the 


weight of the remark, for a tender con- 


cern was manifeſt in every counte- 
nance. The conduct of Mr Wilſon 


had been ſo mild and prudent, and his 


example ſo animating, they ſtill wiſhed 
him for their commander : but it was 
not now a time for choice; neceſſity 
and reaſon pointed out their courſe. 


| Lee Boo and the Captain came home 


in the Morſe, and the ſurgeon. in the 
Laſcelles; while others embarked in 


different ſhips. 


What has already been mentioned 


concerning the amiable Lee Boo, has 
no doubt intereſted every reader in his 
1 hiſtory, 
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hiſtory, in which we hope to be excu- 


ſed, if regard for a favourite ſubject, 


ſhould lead us to be at times triflingly 
minute, as ſome readers may think. 
The Morſe was commanded by Cap- 
tain Elliott, with whom Lee Boo made 
himſelf very happy ; his ſpirit of enqui- 
ry concerning various objects which 
he ſaw, began now to be directed more 
concerning their utility than formerly; 


and he ſhewed no ſmall anxiety to pick 


up as much knowledge as poſſible con- 
cerning ſuch articles as would be uſe- 
ful at Pelew. His method of keeping 
his Journal is very noticeable; he had 
a ſtring on which he caſt a knot for e- 
very remarkable object he wiſhed to 


imprint on his memory; theſe knots 


he examined daily, and by recollecting 
the circumſtances which occaſioned 
their being caſt, he impriated the tran- 


ſactions on his memory: the oflicers of 
the 
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the Morſe humourouſly remarked when 
they ſaw him referring to his hempen 
tablet, that he was reading his Jour- 
nal. He was not forgetful of the 
crew of the Oroolong, about whom he 
made frequent enquiries. Early in the 
voyage, he aſked for a book, that with 
aſſiſtance he might learn the Engliſh 
alphabet, which was given him. At 
dt Helena he was ſurpriſed at the ſight 
of the ſoldiers, and the cannon on the 
fortifications; and four men of war arri- 
ving during his ſtay there, afforded new 
matter of aſtoniſhment. On being ta- 
ken to ſee a ſchool, he appeared ſo con- 
ſcious of his own deficiency, that he 
begged he might learn like the boys. 
While here he had alſo opportunities 
of riding on horſeback of which he 
was very fond; he galloped with great 
eaſe, and fat his horſe very gracefully. 
Before the Morſe failed from St Hele- 


» & na 
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na, the Laſcelles arrived there, ſo that 
he had an interview with his firſt 
friend Mr Sharp ; he was exceedingly 
happy with that Gentleman for whom 
he had the greateſt regard. When 
the Morſe approached the Britiſh chan- 
nel, the number of ſhips that paſled, 
confounded his Journal, and he was 
obliged to diſcontinue his memoran- 
dums. But on landing at Portſmouth, 
the objects that met his view were ſo 
ſtupenduous and grand, he was invol- 
ved in filent aſtoniſhment, aſking no 
queſtions whatever. The Captain pro- 
ceeded to London, impatient to ſee his 
family, and left Lee Boo under the pro- 


tection of his brother ; who, however, 
ſoon after ſet off in a ſtage-coach, with 


his innocent charge. Deſcribing his 
Journey, he ſaid he had been put into 


a little houſe, which horſes ran away 
with 
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with, and that though he went to ſleep, 
he did not ſtop travelling. 

On his arrival in London, he was 
not a little happy to meet with his 
Mentor, his new father, whom he was 
afraid he had loſt. Being ſhewn his 
chamber, he could not conceive the 
uſe of the bed, it being a four poſt one 
and of courſe different from what he 
had ſeen on board : before he would 
repoſe himſelf, he jumped in and out 
of it ſeveral times, to admire its form, 
and intimating that here there was a 
houſe for every thing ; it was all fine 
country, fine ſtreets, fine coach, and 
houſe upon houſe up to the ſky—for the 
huts at Pelew being only one ſtory, he 
conſidered every floor here as a diſtinct 
houſe. Captain Wilſon introduced' 
Lee Boo to ſome of the Eaſt-India Di- 
rectors, and to moſt of his friends; and 


at the ſame time ſhewed him the moſt' 


4 conſpicuous 
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conſpicuous public buildings ; but his 


prudent conductor kept him from ſtage. 


and other exhibitions, leſt the hcat of 
of the place might communicate the 
ſmall-pox. He was ſent to an acade- 
demy at Rotherhithe, where he was ve- 
ry aſſiduous in learning to read and 
write: and he ſoon became the favou- 
rite of all his ſchoolfellows, from his 
gentleneſs and affability. During the 
hours of receſs, he amuſed his benefac- 
tor's family by mimicking ſuch peculi- 
arities as he obſerved in the boys at 
ſchool. He ſaid that when he return- 
ed to Pelew, he would keep an acade- 
my himſelf; and he imagined the 
great men of his country would think 
him very wiſe when he ſhewed them 
their letters. He always called his pa- 
tron, Captain; but he would addreſs 
Mrs Wilſon no otherwiſe than his Mo- 
ther, although he was to cold to the 

contrary ; 


3 5 


THE ANTELOPE, 259 


contrary; conceiving it a tender ex- 
preſſion, When he ſaw the young aſ- 
king charity, he was highly offended, 
ſaying they ought to work; but the ſup- 
plication of the old and infirm met his 
natural benevolence—* Muſt give poor 


old man; old man no able to work.“ 


About this time he appeared to be 
about twenty years of age, middle ſized; 
ſo with having a moſt expreſſive coun- 
tenance much ſenſibility and good hu- 
mour, that he inſtantly prejudiced one 
in his favour ; his eyes were ſo ſtriking- 
ly expreſſive that though he knew very 
little Engliſh, his meaning was eaſily 
underſtood. 

This quickneſs of manner and WIS 
neſs of apprehenſion were aſtoniſhing ; 
a young lady with whom he was one 
day in company ſat down to the harp- 
ſichord, in order to diſcover how it af- 
feed him; to the muſic he paid little 

attention, 
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attention, but he was greatly intereſt- 
ed to diſcover how the ſounds were 
produced. He at ſame time ſung a 
ſong in the Pelew ſtyle, but it was ve- 
ry harſh. He was naturally polite; one 
day at dinner, Mrs Wilſon deſired him 
to help her to ſome cherries, when Lee 
Boo very quickly proceeded to take 
them up with his fingers ; ſhe pleaſant- | 
ly hinted his error, when he immedi- 


ately took up a ſpoon, at the ſame time { 

his countenance was in a moment ſuf- I 

fuſed with a bluſh, | It 
Captain Wilſon, one day, happening = 

| to rebuke his ſon for ſome trifling neglect tl 
in the preſence of Lee Boo, the gene- ju 

| rous youth was not happy till he had le. 
| joined their hands, which he did with of 
the tears of ſenſibility ſtreaming from ir 

his eyes. He preferred riding in a fir 

coach to every other conveyance, as it fat 

| allowed people, he ſaid, an opportuni- ch 
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ty of talking together: he was fond of 
going to church, becauſe he knew it 
was a religious duty, the object and final 
end being the ſame both at Pelew and 
in England. He was preſent at Lunar- 
di's aerial aſcenſion; and remarked, 
that it was a ridiculous mode of travel- 
ling, as it could be done ſo much eaſi- 
er in a coach. He narrowly obſerved 
all plants and fruit-trees, and ſaid he 
ſhould take ſome ſeeds of each to Pelew. 
Indeed, in all his purſuits, he never 
loſt ſight of what benefits they might 
might tend to in his country. But in 
the midſt of his innocent reſearches, 
juſt as he was getting a quick know- 
ledge of the language, he was taken ill 
of the dreaded ſmall-pox : Dr Smith 
immediately attended him, who, in the 
firſt ſtage of the diſorder predicted the 
fatal conſequences which enſued. He 


cheerfully took the medicines that were 
adminiſtered ; 
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adminiſtered; and willingly diſpenſed 
with the ſight of Mr Wilſon, when he 
was told that he never had the diſorder, 
and that it was infectious. In the 
midſt of his illneſs, hearing that Mrs 


Wilſon was confined to her chamber, 


he cried—* What, mother bad Lee 
Boo get up to ſee her:” which he ac- 
tually did. Mr Sharp, the ſurgeon of 
the Antelope, allo attended him. 
Viewing himſelf in a glaſs juſt before 
his death, he turned his head away in 
diſguſt, at the appearance of his face, 
which was much ſwelled and disfigur- 
ed. Getting worſe, and ſenſible of his 
approaching fate, he fixed his eyes at- 
tentively on Mr Sharp, and ſaid— 
* Good friend, when you go to my 
country, tell my father, that Lee Boo 
take much drink to make the ſmall-pox 
go away, but he die—that Captain and 
Mother _ kind—all Engliſh very 

good 
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good men—was much ſorry he could 
not tell Abba Thulle the great many 
fine things the Engliſh got.” He then 
enumerated all the prefents he had re- 
ceived, which he begged the ſurgeon 
to diſtribute among his friends and the 
Rupacks. The dying diſcourſe of this 
child of nature ſo affected the man 
who attended him, that he could not 
help ſobbing moſt piteouſly, which 
Lee Boo obſerving, aſked—* Why 
{ſhould he cry ſo, becauſe Lee Boo die?” 
Thinking Mrs Wilſon's illneſs aroſe 
from his own, he would frequently 
cry out, ſhe being only in an adjoin- 
ing chamber, Lee Boo do well, mo- 


ther :” The dreadful moment of ſepa- 


ration being now arrived, he told Mr 
Sharp he was going away ;” and yielded 
his laſt breath without apprehenſion, 
and with that native innocence and ſim- 
plicity which had marked his every ac- 

tion. 
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tion. The family, the ſervants, and 
thoſe who knew him, could not with- 
hold the tears of affectionate regard, 
when informed of the melancholy e- 
vent; The Eaſt-India Company order- 
ed Lee Boo to be buried in Rotherhithe 
church-yard, with every poſſible mark 
of reſpect: all who knew him, with 
the pupils at the academy, attended 
the funeral; and the concourſe was o- 
therwiſe ſo great, that it might be ſup- 
poſed his good qualities had been pub- 
hcly proclaimed, inſtead of being pri- 
vately communicated. A tomb, with 
this inſcription was ſoon after erected 
by the Eaſt-India Company : 


To 


re! 
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7. 31 de the Memory | 
eres Of Prince Lee Boo, 
A Native of the Pelew or Palos Iſlands ; 
And ſon to Abba Thulle, Rupack or King 
Of the Iſland Coorooraa® ; 
Who departed this Life on the 25th of December 1784, 
f Aged 20 Years, 
This Stone is Inſcribed, 
By the Honourable United Eaſt India Company, 
As a Teltimony of Eſteem 
For the Humane and Kind Treatment 
Afforded by his Father, to the Crew of their Ship, 
The Antelope, Carr. Wirsox, 
Which was wrecked off that Iſland 
In the * of the gth of Augult 1783. 


05 Reader, ſtop! Let Nature claim a Tear; 
A N of mine, Lee N lies N here. 


1 


conformed himſelf to the Engliſh dreſs 
in every inſtance, except his hair, 


which he continued to wear after the 
£ _ faſhion 


* Coorooraa is the proper name of the Iſland, of 
which Pelew is the capital towns 


| This amiable young prince, whoſe 
refidence here was only five months, 
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faſhion of his own country, He was 


of a middling ſtature ; and his counte- 
nance was ſo expreſlive, that it depic- 
ted the beſt qualities of a virtuous 
mind: his eyes were lively and intelli- 
gent; and his whole manner, gentle 
and intereſting : he had the natural po- 
liteneſs of a gentleman, without the 
drudgery of ſtudy, or the obſervance 
of eſtabliſhed forms of ceremony. Af- 
ter his death it was found that he had 
laid by all the ſeeds or ſtones of fruit 


he had eat after his arrival, with a 


view to plant them at Pelew. 

When we reflect on the unhappy 
fate of poor Lee Boo, with which the 
reader is now acquainted, the mind 
ranges to the habitation of his father 
Abba Thulle, who on a cord had tied 
thirty knots, as a memento that his ſon 
would return in thirty moons or per- 
baps a few more, for which he was 

| willing 
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willing to make allowance, Thoſe 


moons have long ſince performed their 
evolutions ; the knots are untied ; and 


yet no gladdening fail hovers round 


Pelew. Lee Boo is dead in reality; 
and though no more even in the tor- 


tured imagination of his expecting fa- 
mily, yet the ſight of an European veſ- 


ſel, even at this diſtant period, would 


animate their hopes, and recal the fond- 
neſs of paſt endearments. It will be a 


long time before the Ariel will reach 


this friendly, this hoſpitable ſhore; 
when the joy of the King to ſee a re- 
turn of the Engliſh, will be ſo far over- 
clouded by his parental diſappointment: 
but his mind is too noble, open, and 
generous, to entertain for a moment, 
a ſuſpicion that Captain Wilſon could 
be guilty of inattention to Lee Boo, 
much leſs of baſeneſs or ingratitude. 
As a communication with the friend- 


17 
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ly iſles of Pelew is about to be rehew- 
ed, there is every reaſon to hope that 
we ſhall yet receive a ſequel to ſome of 
the preceding circumſtances, with fur- 
ther particulars of a race of unenlight- 
ened people, whoſe ſincerity, and ſtrict 
adherence to the dictates of honour 
and religion, are at once a diſgrace and 
a burleſque on the paſſions and pur- 
ſuits of thoſe who conſider themſelves 
as much nearer the ſtandard of perfec- 
tion. | F 
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